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The Introduction. 


S Black as my Cere-mmy-monger is, (here deſcr:b*d) he is neither for , 
nor Tawny-Moor, 7-fid:{ nor Jew; but a Proteſt as:t-profeſ-*a; he may 
be a Papi3t, or worſe, (an Atheiſt) in Maſquerade, but b#5. Face is Pro- 
teſtant. 

I grant, that | have Cenſur*d, Condemn'd, and Hang'd him up in Effigie ; yet*'l 
have drawn no. Blood, done hurt to none, for my Man is a Afar of Clonts, a Man 
in the Clouds, a meer [ndividuum Vagum:; fo that no man alive can be offended, 
becauſe let his Guilt be never ſo great, in being like my Whiffler-Eccleſiaſt ical, 


- though it nip him to the very Heart, ard fly in his Face till the 599d come thicher 


and make him Bluſh, yet he is as ſafe «« « Thief in a Mill, except he come into 
Court, and Confe/s himſelf to be the an which is here (for his Guilt) Expord 
and Sentenc'd. wed 

If the Fool Confeſs, he muſt Swfer ; like that ſilly Wit-all, .(who ſhall be name- 
leſs) that not being content to be a Cuckold, he muſt needs Wind bis Horn, and 
Proclaim his own Shame in open Cort, by good Evidence ; and fo he remains a 
Cuckold Ape Record ; like the filly Snail who had never been taken for a Dor 
or Horrn?d Byute, if he himſelf had not thruft out his own Horns : If fach Diſaſters 
behappen 3 Wiſe Man, his wiſeft way is to make no Words ont, but: to-Cover the 
ſhame as decently as may be, and put his Horns in his Pocker, 

This Brute with his #rr7ational Ceremonies, ſhould belong to a Proteſtant Churck 
and Conſtitution; but (like an Outlying Deer, which are uſually the luſtieſt and 
fatteſt of all the Brutiſh Herd) has through Wantonreſs, or greedy Ravage, broke 
ont of the Pale of the Church : where if he would be content to keep, it would be 
ſafer for him: and my Deſign is (in pure Love and Kindneſs to his Welfare ) thus 
gently to Hunt h+: Home}, and fo he will acknowledge it ſurely: But what Grati- 
tade can a Man in Reaſon expect from a Brute, who hears no Reaſon, but is guided 
by furions Paſſion and Appetite? 

And I deny not, but that he may owe much of the Fleſh on his Back to his Rar- 
bling after Popiſh-like Ceremonies, (when Pepery did ſo much influence the Throne, 
in the happy Days of the two Caſt/e-mains, and Father Peter) who not being able to 
bring in fopery Bare-fac*d» therefore the Quid pro Quo, the ſomething like ir, and 
near it, muſt be countenanc'd and preterr'd: And my Ceremony. monger is now as 
loth to depart with them, (his Dear dear, filly and illegal Ceremonies) for old Ace 
quaintance ſake, as with hzs 014 Dog, or old Horſe, that though paſt Serwice, yet he 
retains them for old Kindneſſts, and Old<-done Deeds: 

And yet they are ſuch, as neither the Laws of God nor as eyer made, and 
4 wa; muſt be Condemned and Executed if brought to the Bar of Holy Writ and 

eaſon. 

Hence | /»fer, no Man has a better Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer, to Arraign this 
Cauſe than my ſelf, as being lawfully Cinto the Sacred Order of Prieſthood 
A2 Ordaind, 


\ 
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Ordain'd, and the Holy Bible then put into my Hands, by the Learned Sannderſor 
(then Biſhop of Zincoln, and now (1 doubt not) a Saint in Heaven, though he'was 
Nick-nam'd the Presbyterian Biſhop, and of a Caprain (both perſwaded me, and) made 
me a prieſt, ſaying, 1ake thou Authority to Preach the Goſpel. 

There's my Commiſſion; and let any Man, Pope or Biſhop, ſhew a Patent more Au-- 
thentick to. Teach at Nations, and I will never preach nor write Divinity hereafter ; but 
there are butzvery few Clergy-men or Biſb-ps:in England, (either in orout of the Uni- 
yer(ities) that can ſhew an Authority of ſo ancient Standing,or of ſo old a Style & Date 
as mine- Nay, we had no Scripture, if Writing be not Preaching: Beſides, if I ſhould 
not thus teach my Ceremony- monger by the Preſs, | couTd ot AUmoniſh-him at all :for 
my Pulpit is a narrow place;tho it ſtand aloft ; and few Ceremony mongers deſire to-be 
cured: For like men that have filthy old Ulcers on their Legs they hate to be dreſt be- 
fore folks ; they had rather it ſhoyld feſter than be known. There is not one word in the 


Mandate-makes him the King's Commiſſioner ; but in reference to God or the People,a 
Biſhop has no better or freſher Charatter to Teach, or Adminiſter the Holy Sacra- 
ments than any Presbyter, or than himſelf, whilſt he was but OI! © Nor has 
i/ any King -or Parliament, Biſhop or Synod, any power, any lawful power td flence 
| Socks mo For teaching ruth : e Character is inde Mte:—wiei they” aohver whatt have 
5 Tit, concerning Imprimatur?s, or. Reſtraint of the Preſs. (in-my-late Speech without 
L PB ww. Doors) my ſhall hear further from me. PAs ER TS. 
"For no fleſh a live has more Authority than our Lord Jeſ# and the ApoſHes: had, 
which was for-Edrfication not DeſtruQion ; to do good, not harm; to Advance, not 
10-Depreſs Truth z to ſave Men's Lives, Liberties and Properties, not to deſtroy, 
q 7 But ſome may objeCt to me, that the /ate King a1d ſilence me, ſhut me out of my 
J own Palpit, and baniſhd me from my Houſe and fome, my ſelf and my Family, for 
E tiree-or four years laſt ; not only againſt Law, - Equity and Conſcience ; but with. 
out Law or-any Colowr; Proceſs or Form of Law; and yet I ſubmitred in quietneſs 
A and ſilence, and- made 'no nviſe #2 the World, nor to the. World: nat ſo much as 
| groaning or complaining but ſat down ſilently. 
p To- which 1 anſwer, by confeſſing that it is (all of it) a great Truth, and I was by 
Arbitrary Power and Oppreflion, to my Damage ſome . hundreds of Pounds, thus- 
| flenc'd (as aforeſaid ) by Will and pleaſure: A Word from the Court ejeted me- 
| from my Pulpit and my Houſe : but alſo a Word from the Court recall'd me about 
a Month before the Ditch landed. | 
But to whom could I complain? To the Throne ? I did, without Remedy, for 
zhat oppreſt me. . To the Righteous God I made my humble Appeal, and he heard 
in Heaven his dwelling place, ard laughed my Adverſaries to ſcorn, yea, the Lord has 
bad them in Deriſion;, and thoſe that baniſh'd me from my Houſe without Law, and 
without a cauſe, are by God? righteous Hand and Judgment, torn'd out of their 
Houſes and Homes ; and before they went, recanted. their Oppreſſion towards me; 
but going away in haſte, ſtay*d not to make me Reſtitution for the Injuſtice. 
There is a time for all things: . Our bleſſed Saviour had many things to ſay, but 


26nies in The Black Non-conformi#t ſeyen years ago: The times would not bear, nor 
| Criminals would not hear ; Popery and popiſh-like Ceremonies were ſet up, and my 
Zuul did weep is ſecret for their Pride, they. would not hear ; .the Judgements of 
| Ged 


64 lav2 7 Ordinationof Biſhops, in our Common-prayer-book, or in HoTy Writ, that gives a Br«-— 
(2H + o more Authentick Orders to preach, than a Presbyter or Prielt ; only the King's 


even his Apoſtles could not hear them ſometimes... I writ againſt theſe illegal Cere- 
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God are beginning at the Houſe of God, Pil now try. again, perhaps they will 
now hear. | 

But, may ſome ſay, Have a care of Scandalum Magnatum z have a care that your 
Book be not a Libel, and a Reflexion apparent (viſibly apparent) againſt great Men, 
you might have whiſpered theſe things in private to them. 

And have got a box och? Ear for my pains (you mean ) by that particular Appli- 
cation; whereas now none can be offended juſtly, except bis guilty Conſcience 
makes him confeſs that | have hit him home, and that he is the Man. 

But clear Scriptures (may ſome ſtil-urge) ſhall not ſtand for Law in the King*s- 
Bench, there you muſt follow the: Courſe of the Court: Ay, ay, I know it has been 
fo, but | hope the New-Star-Chamber-Court, ( at that end of the Hall) will not fol- 
low the Fatz- of that other 0/4-Srar-Chamber-Court, condemned (by 17 Car. 1. 10.) 
ar the other end of Weſtmnſter- Hall, for introducing an Arbitrary Power and Govern= 
ment (the very Words of the ſaid Statute) as an intolerable Burthen. ; 

[ well remember (indeed) that Lord- Keeper North in his Speech, when he intro- 
duced the new Lord-Chief-Fuſtice (what ſhall 1 call?) Saunders, (I think it was) told 
him how eaſily he might (notwithſtanding the ſaid Statute of Condemnation ) reſuſci- 
tate and revive that o/d Star-Chamber, by a Reſurreftion more glorious, more extenſive; 
in the Kings- Bench, i #ts Cognizance, and Juriſdition, than that old dead ( and 
by Stare damn'd) Star -Chamber. | 

He was too true a Prophet, Witneſs their unconſcionable, unchriſtian, unſcriptu- 
ral and illegal (nec ſalvo renemento) Fines, without Bowels of Compaſſionz making 
a-Man. an Offender for a Word, and then ruin and undo a Man and his Houſe, a 
Man and his Heritage his Liberty, bis Honour, and ſometimes his Life : In ſuch an 
Arbitrary, various and diſagreeing Way to themſcives ag well as to Law, that in the 
late famous Tryal of the ſeven Biſhops, the Bench it ſelf could not agree, what 
was the Law of the Court, : 

They all agreed that the Courſe of the Court, and the Law of the Court were Sy- 
511m, 6ne and the ſame Phraſe or Paraphraſe, but what was the Law or Courſe 
of the Court could not be decided ; Judge againſt Judge, the Bench againſt the Bar ; 
Attorney that wes, againſt Attorney that #5; Solicitor General that was, againſt him 
that is 3 and the: moſt killing Arguments were Ar2umenta ad Hominem, making the 
ſame Tongue in this Tryal, Condemn and Eat its own Words in former Tryals: (viz. 
before they chang*d Places, : 

The Shot flew deſperately from the Bar to the Bench, dreadful doings there were; 
however they kept a Pother, Kichard againſt Baxter, and L*Eftgange againſt Roger, 
never made ſuch a ſplutter. | 

At length, to-end the Conteſt, the Wiſe Chief Juſtice went to Copncil, and grave- 
ly asked the Advice of the Attorney, (Sir. Sam— ) but he was pnzzled too, and 
was Non-plaw'd for the Comrſe or Law of the Court ; except for twelye Years, good 
Gentleman / only by hear ſay for ſixty Years more, as he was told ( by an old Stager) | 
that had been twice a Child and no Man alive could remember that ever he was a 
Mar, (in the right ſenſe) the Vacation betwixt the two Terms (of Childbood and 
Old Aze ) was ſo-yery aſhart Vacation, if at any all, 
| 4 preſume ſays one, 1- preſume ſays another, 7 preſume violently fays a third; 
Nay if preſume be the Word, then 7. preſume alſo, that in fo preſuming againſt Mens 
Rights and Liberties they were too Preſumptuons, Therefore do not you tell me of 
the od or new Court of Kings-Bench ; if you know it, you know more than 1 know 
or 


- 
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The Intreduition. 
or _than- the Jojiges knew, when the courſe of jthe Court was Arbitrary, and 
out of Courle. 

But if it keep its due Courfe; and pretend to no Di#penfing Power, in Abrogating 
the Laws of God, and Chriſt, and right Reaſon, I fear them not; for I hope in Gud 
that I ſhall never by Preaching Truth, tranſgreſs; but a Truth may be a Libel, as 
one of the Lawyers urg*d in the ſaid Trial. | 

Yet the Learned Gentlemay (notwithſtauding his De- LibeP famns) talked without 
Book, and againſt Truth and Law, like an O:xford- Apothecary. For Truth being an 
Attribute, and properly D:vine, (as light is of che Sun, and whence radiently and 
virtually, all light proceeds) can never be any part of the Conſtitution of a Zrvel- De- 
famatory, And therefore all the Statutes to which Scardalum Magnatum has any re- 
ference, whether that of 3 Edw. 1.4 or thoſe two of Richard 2d. Qneen ary, or 
Queen Elizabeth, are only againſt ſuch as tell falſe Tales, or falſe News, whereby 
Diſcord may ariſe, &c, 

So that in the firlt place, vothlng can be a Libel but what is falſe, and then it may 
be falſe, and yet no £Lebel, if it do not tend to Di/cord, and conſequently be mali- 
Ccious or Seditions, as to ſay 4 Noble-Man is wet to the Skin, came to his Countrey 
Houſe, woreblack Clothes, &c, ali which may be falſe,and yet no Libel, 

To ſay a Judge or Juſtice gives falſe Judgment, though it be true, may be ſo cir- 
cumſtantiated, that it may be juſtly Puniſhable, as a Miſ-behaviour, but he ſhall nog 
ſuffer by a Law as a Libeler, if it be apparently+true. | 

Ta ſay. a Lord is ignorant of 'Latrxe, or as one [aid in the ſaid Tryal, We are 5gno- 
rave of Law- Lutine; whether he ſaid falſe or true, it is no Libel, (tho*l had 
{aid it,) it may be falſe indeed, but no Libel, becauſe it tends not to De/cord; but 
though it ſhould tend to. Deſcord, it is impoſlible to be a Libel, if it be true, thovgh 
it may be ſawcy and unmannerly; becauſe we muſt not imagine that a Lord is igno- 


rant of any thing, he muſt be an infallible Man in England, though the /t; lian Pope - 


be not fo acknowledged. ( Wiſe doings the while!) 

But the Learned Judge Sir 7 Powel, then ſaid in the Caſe, very honeſtly and ju- 
diciouſly affirm?d it for Law, . that a Libel muſt be falſe, falſe Tales; -it is not elſe 
within the Statutes on. which Sca2dalum Magnatum-is founded ; and [till the Courſe 
of the Court varied frem Law; never was the Puniſhment of a £ber, or Honour- 
wounder, a pecuniary Multt, but (till K. James 1.) always the Body by Impri- 
ſonment, &c. repaid and repair'd wounded Honour z nay, by i & 2 Fhil, & Mar, z. the 
greateſt ſcandalous Words againſt the King or Queen, were only puniſhed by badily 
Puniſhment, which a Man might have bought off, ( whether the King would or no) 
with a 1col. (not ready Money neither, (the Bill was not drawn'upon him, upon 
fight hereof ) but any time within a Month ) fo tender were our Anceſtors of undo- 
ing Men for il} Words, even againſt the King z much more'tender aot to nndo a Man 
and his Houſe for a frail Word aj;ainſt a frail Subject, though a Lord, - Honour. if it 
be baſe and Dreggs, is not Honour, and confequently nor wounded or hurt ; but if 
it be true Honour, It 1s lik the bet Spirits, Airy and Sprriztual, it can neither be 
bought nor /old; nor ever was it known in England, that ſo tnuch as Knighthood 
could be of ſo baſe an Alvy, as that an Uſurer (or Scriveter of 'Yo0!. per Annum ) 
conld purchaſe ir; till. the Poverty of Scotland, coupled with-an empty Exchequer) 
and a King liberal to Prodigality to his Conuntrey-men, was glad tro make Money, and 
to earn a Penny ; this for one, of making Honour ſo Mercenary that ſome Gentle- 
men ſcorn'd to be Knights, whillt another rich Dame would fain have been _ a 
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Lady Baronet, that ſo ſhe might take the Wall of her Grand-Dame; © But enough 
concerning £bels, you'll find none here, nor any thing ſtruck at but $in and Folly z 
and neither of them are Irgreaterrs in the Conſtitation of true Honour except 
Honour can be 44idard, as the Eccleſiaſtical Fellows do Sin, turn all they can 
touch into Gol-, calling ix by a Word they borrowed from Father Peter and 
Rome, Commuting, or Commutation of ' Pennace; a Word that buys Periwitgs at 
Doftors-Commons, as filly as it is- 

And if any Expreſſion of mine (in this Diſcourſe) ſeem too Ariery ſometimes, 
for ſo grave and ſolemn a Subjef, it is neither forced nor affefed; Nature will 
have its Courſe. 

Bat 2s it is eaſier to pick a Qnarrel than to end it, fo it is eafier to find 
fault than to merd it ; and cannot a Man be ſober except he be ſad? Nor grave 
except he be ui? 

Nor have | permitted one Word to paſs with more Brizkreſs of Air or Stile, than 
juſt what was neceſſary to keep my Reader Awake; and is it not as pardonable ( at 
leaſt) as that dull Patentheſs;, by ſome preachers often inculcated.—( Do nc ſleep there ) 
Which is the more UVUnconſcionable Start-and<Stare, when be had rocked them alleep 
before with his heavy and drowzy Lullabee, 

None can expect that my Stile ſhould be ſmooth in the Sinewy and Argu- 
mentative Part, it is not to be done, 

But be it as it may 3- if the Subje&t-matter be ſolid and weighty, let my Stile ſhift 
for it ſelf; | am not fond of it, yet, blunt as it is, LI will neither change it with 
thee, (Drowſie Mr. Phlegmatick!) Nor yet with thee, (that fittef# Fromning and 
Cenſuring there, 1 ſee thee, ) Formal Mr. Hypoconariack! 


CHARACTER 
Ceremony-Mongez, 


Concerning Bowing to the Altar, #o the Eaſt, 


HE Cringes and Bowings of the Papi/?, to the Altar, is in Adoration of 
" their Wafer Ged that ſits there (they think) Enthroned, and is (by the 
Homilies of the Church of England) frequently ſtyled /aolatry; and the 

Acttiof a Foot, 
Such is the Crivgings and Bowings of my Ceremony-monger to the Alter, to the rake 
| ere 


bo Of Bowing to.the Altar .to:the Eaſt. Chap. 'I. 


where there is nothing (be muſt confeſs whatever he has ſecretly put there ) nei- 
ther more nor better than what is in the Weſ, in the Beſfrey, or the Body of the 


Church, therefore ſame call bim a Fool; but (like /erry 4ndrew) though he act . 


like a Fool, he is more Knave than Fool; and though my Noddy pretends that he 
nods to nothing, yet the old D-tard does not play the Fool for nothing, but he 
is as well paid for playing the Coxcomb in his ſilly Superſtition, 2s the beſt Aſerry An= 
drew of them all. For it is well known what an influence Pap»fs had in the three laſt 


| Reignsof B. Laud, the two Caſtlemair's and Father Peter; who not being able to 


bring in Popery, or a Biſhop El/s into a proteſtant Church and proteſtant Prefer- 
ment, (the Laws excluding ſuch ) therefore they encouraged any filly Superſtition 
that was-a £xid pro 20, and as like popiſh {dolatry as Twins of the ſame Womb. 
Thus pmtting the Change upon us, and Engroſſing a great many of the Proteſtant 
Preferments, Honours and Privileges to Fellows that were as like Papilts, and our 
Churches and Worſhip, Adoration and Ceremonies, as like Popiſh Ceremonies, and 
our Pan's as like St. Peter's as one Egg is like another, to ſee too; though the 
Yolks within may perhaps ſhow ſome little Diſtinftion, and a Ceremonious A4r-i- 


man is no down right apiſt, for if he ſhould he could not'Be capableortii high 
—Zeat in a proteſtant Church ; and therefore he will rather confeſs himſelf a fool, in 


cringing lixe an Aſs to nothing, than be turned out of Church and the Revenues 
thereof, by confeſling that he bows to things diyine, Tranſubſtantiated from a ſilly 
Wafex,; and rather than loſe hs ſoft : Place in Church or Senate, he chooſes rather 
to cone the ſoft place 311 bis Head. 

Butf you take him really far a Fool, you miſtake him vilely ; (as I ſaid before) 
this Eccleſiaſtical Adountebank is more Kuave than Fool, and bows for ſomething ; 
even when he bows to nothing, he gets Money by'c, he gets Money by the Bar- 
gain ; and though. be. ſhake his Reverend Noddle as if it was empty, (by making 
Reverences to ag empty.place) yet he knows why and wherefore. 

For though he ſeems to adore a Non-Entity, you are miſtaken in my Man, for 
be thereby adores his chiefeſt God, ( Mammor.) And his making fooliſh Leggs rv 
the Altar like an Aſs, was the ready road to make Leggs at Court, and be en Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Apulean Golden Als. 

For as a Cofterd-monger gets his Living and Eſtate ( often a great one) by vending 
Triffles and Trinkets of his own Purchaſe ( as Pears, Plums or Apples Y to that Ilm- 
provement many times that he makes Honey (even) of his Rotten Ware. 

So a Ceremenk- monger gets his Living and Eſtate (a great one oftentimes) by er: fling 
Trinkets and illegal (as well as nonſenſical) Ceremonies in Religion, (or rather h:s 
own Superſtition ) of bis own Purchaſe, or the /nvention of his private Noddle ; to that 
:mprovement mapy times, that be grows great inthe World, and in the Church, 
and makes Money (even) of his Rotten Ware, eſpecially in bad times, 


For this Eccleſiaſtical Quack (like other taging/Empyricks) always gets moſ# 1o- 


ney and Eficem?, and both of them make the beſ# Markets for their Impoſtures and 

Rotten Druggs in the ſickle3 and worſt of times, oQ a 
'Tis beſt with theſe Stagers, when 'cis worſt with all the reſt of Adarkind : For if 
Men be well in Health, and well in their Wits; both theſe  Herry Andrews (that for 
Money makes Fools of themſelves ) may go whiſtle they may go ſhut up their Shops 

and pull down their Stage. F=4 " 

\ Riſum teneatis Amict! Come hold your ſides, and look demurely if yon -can 
(for your very gutts and ſpleen) to ſee a grave Dignity of the Church-in his Tip- 
| pet 
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pet and Sattin Cap, a gaudy Cope and Hood, (before and behind) Nodding his Re- 
verend Head, and making &everenees ſo humble, that his briſly Chin even kiſſes the 
ground (no Antick French Man, or Father Peter, can ont-vie the Complement) in 
an humble Addreis to the Eaſt, to the Altar, where there is cither ſomeching ar 


nothing more than in the Belfry, and in the Weſt: Catechiſe my Don; (for be has 


been twice a Child ; ) Come! Ask him (1 ſay) does his Ecclefiaſtica! Don ſhip bow 
and cringe ſo ſupplely (notwithſtanding his Age) to ſomething, or to nothing ? 

If he anſwers, —1s ſcmethirg; then take him Father Dads, ' for he is thine, liſt his 
in the Service and. D-votion of thy Wafer god. 

But if he reneages, (becauſe Papiſts are not capable of a Dignity in Church of 
Erglani) and is torc'd to anſwer, that he bows to n0:4:ng ; then begg him for a Foal, 
and his richer Dignities ; take him ferry Ararew, for he isthine ; Be is that ridi- 
culous Stagar that makes a Fool of himſelf, to pick up the Pence ; and no little nei- 


ther : For when Popery will not, caz»0r, get up tothe typ of the Steeple or Pina: 
cle of the Temple, (where the Devil ſtood tempting our bleſſed S2viour with the 


World, and glory of it) my Ceremony-monzger being polleſs?d, rurs mad" to be 
there 3 which, ſince all the Avenues.are ſtapt againſt Lord Biſhop Goddard and barc- 
fac'd. Popery, my crafty C:remony-mouger claps a Vizard over the' ugly bare face, 
and palles moſt religioully for one of the Order, and reverendiy with'a Maſque, 
does his Buſineſs, -and perhaps gets a Mandate.—In a Aock- El:#:m of the Chapter, 
which in their Prayers for divine Aſliltance in the Election, not only mock, rhemſelvex, 
but which is infinitely. worſe, they -ock the Almighty God too, wher they pray him 
to. dirett them.in the ehoice of a fit Map; when he is choſen before to their hands, 
and they neither can will nor chuſe, 

If yoa do not yet know my Ceremony-monger, Ill tell you his Name. 

His Name is Legon, for never was the Herd: more numerous, or more poſſeſs'ds 
fince-the Devil enter'd into the Herd of Swine ; and made them run (like mad) vie- 
tently down hill, though they are like to periſh inthe Waters, 

For this Ecc/eſiaſtical Hot-ſpur (though he) has but a minute (S:becr ) ſhare of Knows 
l:dge,. yet tie has :Zeal {ike md, and therefore neyer.admits any heartily into his 
ſpiricual Mafter-Roll or Lift, but blind Conformilts ; that are preſently 7 all-fellows, 
and preferr'd, If they can but readily obey this one -word of Commend, Streighrew 
your Files, f-llow your File-teader. 

Thus, ik: Hor/cs in a Team, they all Uniformly p!c4 on together, meſt gravely 
and ſoberly (with Noſe in his Leaders hind Parts) and Showet- Hatiers through thick 
and thin, at al! Adventures, minding nothing (they, por Hearts / ) but following 
the Fore-Horſe, though te got out of the way, as is irregulatly and illegally, as irra- 
tionally, falling into @ Slough, but deſperately bent, thoogh not one of them know 
why, nor wherefore ; nor Care ſay, whether they: cringe and bow to fomething, 
or nothing. -For they are forc'd to whifper when they -fay, they cringe to no+ 
thing, leaſt the Papiils (that prefer them) ſhould hear, and then they?re ſure -to 
get nothing) therefore are forc'd to ſay nothing, yet nod to nothing, 

If. were a Papii# or Anthropo- 2{rpinite, who believes that God fits.enthron'd in 
the Ea##, like a grave Old K:7g, | profeſs | would bow and cringe as well as any 
Eccleſiaſtical Limbiy-ham of them all; and pay my Adoration to that 64e Point of 
the Compaſs, the Eaſt ;, but if Men belieyvethat the Holy One that lnhabits Eternt- 
ty, is alio O mnipreſert, and in every Place, why do they not make Correſpondence 
Ceremonies of Adoration to-every Point of the Compaſs ? 

But” 1 recant my Folly for asking ea hers "ag hogef: reaſon of his Cric- 
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ges, who never (hitherto) could vouch his Supple-ham-Worſhip to the Altar, to the 
Eaſt, &c. except (as aforeſaid) in Adoration of 11:mmon his God, 

But Il] be Poſitive, and Dogmatical in nothing of this Nature Pll forſwear no- 
thing but building of Churches, after 1 have firſt pull'd them down; as one did (a cer- 
tain Chappel) in the memory of Man, becauſe the Chancel ſtood Eaſt and by Nore, a. 
little ſideling, whereas # ſhould have ſtood better, due Eft; that (with one Cringe) 
be might bow ta the Altar, and the Eaſt alſo; he was the wiſer, for ſo be kills two 
Birds with one Stone; and one ſingle Bow (by this laborious Regulation) will ſerve to 
She Alrar,. andthe Eaſt alſo; ſo to eaſe his unwieldy body, he puniſhes his Purſe by 
Eccleſiaſtical Policy, (called) Commutationz O the Wir of an Eccleſiaſtical Poli- 
vician ! But Fortuna faver far—Fortune favours fat Fo/ks 3 a poor Man might have 
been beggar*d by ſuch a Venture! but the old Dotard (Mr. Superſtitions Noddy way 
his Name, ) made Stairs of the Chappel Stones, and ſo got up to the top-of Pauls, 
But let the Ceremony-monger by his Foppery grow never ſo great, he is paid 5 hes 
own Coin, for in requital, his only Advrers are Women and Fops; or ſuch as love 
any thing that is great, only becauſe it is great : May they not by the ſame reaſon- 
adore an Aſles Head, with flapping L»ggs;. for they alſo are great, very great. 

Thus the ZZ gen- Dutchman gor Money, being carried about from Fair to Fair, a» 
mong(t the Fops that admir'd his Brawny-Bulk, thereſult of Bacon and the Butteroboxe:. 

Fhe.greateſt Ingenuity of my Ceremony -monger, is, hat of an Ape, (viz.) Imi- 
tation or micry; for the Monkey has indeed ſomething of the Viſage and Re-- 
ſemblance of a Man, (and ſo has the Ceremony-monger*s Worſhip the Face of Religi- 
on and Devotion ) buy both of them wants Keaſon, and therefore. the mare abomenable, . 
and of al Brutes molt odious to rational Men. 


Simiq quam ſimils ( turpiſſima Beſtia ) nobis ?- 
Of Brutes, none are./# loathſome as the Ape, 
Wanting Man's Soul, he only has Man's S-.pe. - 


Butb-ſach is theforce of Mimicry amongſt Fops, that it is far more eafie to make a 
crioging dancing Afs,. than a dancing Horſe in our Academy ; but the milchief is, 
there is ſo many of them, they are not a Raree-ſbow; they are ſo common, that ix 
will not quit coſt to carry them about, and-ſhow them at Setwrbridge- Fair, or Bar» 
tholomew- F air. 

Comes Friends ! - You ſhall ſee one of the Youngſters (the Foal of- a cringing Afs,) » 
for nothing. . 

Come to your Poſtures, Lad! Hold up thy Head, and in thy Chin, thy Breaſt 
out, and thy Belly in: Nows your Revenences; — well done; face: about again, . 
down, | ſay, cloſe down——to the Eaxft; to the Aitar, &c. well done ; there? bopes . 
;5x:thee, thou may'lt come to be a tall Man in 8he Church, in time, .if this Trade do - 
but hold. 

For my-Ceremony-manger isan Eccleſiaſtical 7 boraas Avello (or corruptly and vul- 
garly) Maſancllo, a deſpicable Tool to look-on, take him-out of his Robes, as ſilly 
a Fiſher as Heart canwiſh; and yet he may grow great by as trival Occaſions, the- 
ſcrambling for a little rotten Ware (Nuts and Apples) jn 445d/ummer- Moons, when. 
$he People run mad-and are oppreſs'd. 

But the worſt is, This Beaſt of the People is ſoon abus'd, and ſoon diſabus'd, and © 
3s ſeldom long and quietly (ig England) beſtrid (Lwill not ſay Prieſt-ridden) by Fops ; - 
they arc apt as ſuddenly to- play a-.Jadge's Tricky and after they haye Huzza'd loud 
: : Hoſama's 
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Hoſanna's one days ſoon after ready enough upon a contrary Provocation, to cry 
Cracifigite, Crucifigite, 

Yet the Focl 27aſarels truſted to the unſteady Populace, (which made him inſo« 
lent and inſufferable proud and moroſe) *cill the ſame months that cry'd him up, ſoon 
after were ready 0 ear him; dragging him at a Horſe's Tail, whoin ten days before 
they cry*d up to the Skies ; they would have done the ſame to a Broom-ltaft; if it 
could but have ſtood them in ſtead, or could help to withſtand the Gables and Op- 
preſſion; but the Fool thought that the People ador'd his (own) Worth, which made 
the Fool #{ffrr1bly perulant, and was his Ruine. 

Yet (after all) now that | better bethink my ſelf, and that ſeven years ago (in my 
Black Nonconfornsſt) I Jid (in vain) waſh this Achicpe, I'll even Compound the buſt- 
neſs with my Ceremofiy-monger. 

And -becanſe he has beea many times a topping Eccleſiaſtical Fellow, Proud and 
Stomachful, Uncontroulable and A'ifal; right or wrong, he will have his WiC, 
his Swing, and his Hay, (let who will fand in his Way, ) therefore ſince he ſays, He 
wll ſtill bow like a Fop to n5thing, .(for he dare not ſay the Wafer is there hid ((yly}- 
under the Carpet, nor yet that God is more there than every nhere; yet) [il grant him « 
Licenſe upon two Conditions: 

Firft, That he never ſhake bis empty Noddle at the Altar, but when it is cover's 
m:th 4 Car, (a Sattin Cap tochuſe) the more decently co hide the ſoft Place in his 
Head. 

« Secondly, That alſo then he hide the Popiſh Face .of Adoration, by putting on a 
Proteſt ane Viz5-Maſque, not only that his bluſhes be not viſible, (4 Brazen Face 
may a2 tht ) but to cover the Popiſh Phyſiognomy) leſt the nndiſcerning and ſuper» 
ficial Judgments of the rude Vulgar ſpye it and nothing elſe; (for they ſearch not the 
inſide) and conſequently handle him as sf ke rely were a Popiſh Prieſt; his Cope, 
his Hood, his Splice, his Cringing Worſhip, his Altar with Candles on it, (moſt Nons 
ſenſically wnlighted too) his Pag-pipes or Oranzs, and in ſome places Yiols and Violins, 
finging Men, and ſir ging B»ys, &c. are all ſo very like Popery, (and all but the Veſt- 
ments illegal) that I protelt when I came ir 1660, firlt from beyond Sea'to Pats, and 
White- ball, I could ſcarce think my ſelfto be in England, but in Spain or Portugal 
again, I ſaw ſolittle difference, but that their Service was in Latin, and ours in Eng- 
lijh ; but leſs intelligible, and leſs Edifying, {for one halfthereof) than Latin, by 
reaſon of the 1narticuiate Boats and Braying, whilſt all the People read half the 
Pſalms, with a noice as confuſed as the Rumiling Thunder (as I will prove more par» 
ticular by and by) that any Man in the World that had ſeen #i2h- Haſs beyond Sea, 
maſt ſay, That the contriv ance of both was to keep People in [gnorance, the Mother 
of Devotion, Faith comes by Hearing, {ſaith the Scripture? but the Pap:ſt and Cere» 
mony-monger make as though it. comes by Seeing, they are all for « Show, a vain 
Show. And ſhall not thoſe that fit before all, be reink'd before all? that aH may 
learn, and all may be comforted, 

Burt may ſome ſay to me perhaps, That I tzik very bo!d!z ; Why, do I? And do yer. 
think i your Conſcience that they do not ſin more boldly ? 

There is a /infal Baſhfulneſs (in being loath to reprove) as well as an Impudent Sir 
»zzr, and -a Whores Forehead 2 And ſhall a Brazen Ceremony-monger dare to trani- 
preſs the Laws of God and Man, and Right, and Reaſon, and is there n* « Aa 
(amongſt us all) that has Courage enough to attacque him ? 

Let him Huff like a blaſphemous Goliah, 1 ow him got ; (if I were young, and in 
T. as z -" 
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my Prime) much leſs n»w, when there are /o few Sands in the Hour-glaſs of my Life: 
yet to run out, by the Courſe of Nature; the greateſt Wrath can precipitate but a 
few minutes; dye we muſt, and can any Alan dye or ſuffer in a better Quarrel, than 
in vindicating the Laws of God and the King, in ſpight of the Pope in /raly, or any*+ 
other in his likeneſs, 


_— 
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477at Man has neither Worth nor Honour in him, that do& not truly love and: 
| -« honour a Perſon of Flonour, and true Virtueand Worth; and fo mvch the more 
for the. Grandeur ; but to idolize and adore a meer Image, becauſe a great and goldea- 
Image, and becauſe ( Nebuchadretar ) the King et it up, what is it but Popery, Ido-+ 
latry, or Flattery,. or Foppery ? | krow not how to abſolye the Princes, in Dan, 3." 
3s, the Governaurs, the Jadzes, 'the Treafurers, the Counſellors, ( mfe Fellows! ) 
| and the Sheriffs, when they ador'd the Golden lmage which-SNebuchadnezzar the> 
z Ring- had ſet up, though I confeſs being (ixty.Cubits high, as high as the top of the 
\ Steeple,..it made a great Figure in the. World, 0 mM 
| And what can my Ceremony-monger ſay more for bimſelf, than that great and * 
2alden Image ? -- Both of them have a great Face and Bulk, but want Reaſon for their 
{1 tanding, and are dumb and blind. | 
rl For my Ceremony-morger. in the Church (I am «good earneſt, and in fober ſad- < 
neſs, telling a- woful Truth, which has almoſt ruin'd our Church) does almoſt «ll kis-+ 
great AiFs in the Church (like the Papiſts) ty »/rnd Devorion and Implicite Fauh, 

Is there any to be admitted into the Sacred Function of Prieſthood ? (who ought 
tQ.be «pt and fit for ſo Great, ſo Holy, and ſo Divine an Office ; otherwiſe, -7be 
v contexape of the Clergy, 2nd a Contemptible Clergy, is the necefſ.cry and-ſad Conſe- 
it = quence )-yet this is budled up by Implicite Faith in Mr. Archaeacer, or fome eaſie De- 
| [4418 - 6 pyty.or Sarrogate : "The Biſhop that Ordains is not obliged to know any thing of 
the matter, bnt .goes «pa or al), in that great Work: of Oraination, as you 
'N may {ce in the words of Ordination in the Common- Praycr-Bock z, all is done (1 ſaid"+ 

before) by Implicite Faith,as the Papilts calls it ; but this more ſiily than Popery ; for it is / 
maorsrationalto believe as Church believes.than to believe as a filly Surrogate believes. - 
10- ischere.a Man to be thrown out of the Church # T his is done by 1mplicite Faith too, 
. mil in. an eaſie Surrogate and Sell-Soul Regiſter, that perhaps has not paid the laſt pays - 
# 


ment for his place, and Money muſt be had ; whereas the Biſhop that ſepnifres're, 


FE 9ih in.the Regiſters Cert:ficavir, as aforeſaid 4 and then the Judges grant a Capias 


igovwn Nnowledgs. . 


7::,-Thein and out, is all by an Impycire Faith, more irrational than that of Papiſts, 


Regiſter: ,) So. when the,Devy and the Jaylor has worried him and. tortured him 


taows nothing of the Matter, nor of the: Proceedings-or Proofs; but by Implicite - 
! by implicite Faith too in hs hand, that knows nothing of rhe Matter, (neither) of + 
'B ls not here fine doings the while, in the greateſt of Church Works? The out and + 
Nay, the poor Parſon of the Pariſh-muſt neither wi nor chuſe, but muſt, #7 pair - 


cf abe Law, Excommunicate, and deliver to Satan, any body that the Regiſter's Hand - 
and Seal marks out with an Azathema, by meer [mplicite Faith in Pope»=Scll- Soul (the. : 


(as -- 
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(as they do ſuſpedted Witches, till they confeſs) and he be willing to ſay or 49 any 
thihg to get out of the Tormentors's Clutches, and the excommunicated Perſon bum- 
ble enough to open h1s Purſeto Mr. Regiſter ; poor Parſon muſt abſolve him again, by the 
old an4 impl:cite Faith in the Regiſter. 

In Cenfi-mation too, all's done by [mplicite Faith in the Pariſh-Prieſt; nay, uſually 
nat ſo well, but hand over heard to all that kneels for it, though ſome cf them, to my 
krowledge,. were never baptized, nor can yet ſay their Creed fo well as tis poſſible 


toreach a Parrot 3 nor underſtanding one Article therevf, much better than a Parrot: - 


Heres fine aoings! and a rare Conſtitutian to fight for, Tooth and Nail, Swear and 
Forſwear, by 4 blind D:110:4n and Implicite Faith, and fcarce a Man knows where 
fore;, but no Kettles make fo great a-Sound and Nollie as thoſe that are empty, 

But when Ment go our-of God's way, the ſwrier and faſter they go, the fur- 

ther and faſter they go aſtray. 
* Thevery Diſciples vf Chriit ( as well as Popiſh Pri: ffs and Cardinals) fell to juſt- 
lins 0:6 another (even in the preſence) for the place, the chief and uppermoſt z but 
our Lord told them, they behaved themſelves more like worldly Princes than his 
Diſciples, ſaying, /t ſhall not be ſo amongſt you. 

Pride ſays, 7 {a4 be ſo; but will my Ceremony-monger on his Death-bed, and 
at the tremendous F#«gment-ſeat, ſay ſo as he docs aw; in ſpight of Ch 3#t and his 
5rd? | am yiur bumble Servant, fays the. Pope ; nay, your Servants Servant, Ser- 
wus Servorum, yet Lucifer himſelf is not prouder. bh 

Dear Brother, ſays a popilh Biſhop, in his Style to the reſt of the Presbyters, 
when at the ſame time he makes no more of them than a meer Pavement, in State to 
walk upon and !rample: Money tco, the pooreſt Prieit muſt give his Highneſs, rho” 
the Family at home waat bread ; Nay the poor Sheep maſt not bleat neither, bur 
thovgh clipt twice: a year, like Sheep before Sheerers, cy muſt be dumb; ſoopen 
city nct the Mouthz yet I told the Outlandiſh Biſhops ſeven years ago of this un- 
couſcionable Avarice to as little purpoſe, #2 my Naked Truth, ſaying, I have read' 
that Pharaobs Lean Kine eat up the Fat ones, = 2-1 eat up the Lean, *tis 
moſt unconſcionablez have a care of Bare-hones, leſt they ſtick in your Throat, or 
in your.— (what (hall 1 call thee?) Eccleſiaſtical Greedy'gut | you'll never leave. 
your Gormandizing, till you ſurfe:t, | fear. 

This: is the true Reaſon of Jmplicite Faith in Ttaly and England; Biſhops gape at 
more than they can ſwallow, in ſpight of that terrible Thunder ——Tkeir Blood will 
I require at the Watchmarn*s hand—— They take a Charge upon them, that no fleſh 
ative can diſcharge : Biſhops and Curates (ſays the Common prayer } implying that 
we; of the ſmall Fry, are only Fourney-mex'or Curates to the Biſhop, well, wich ad 
my - heart, the greater Charge lies heavy on his Soul, | 

No, he-may ſay, though I cannot be'here and there too, yet I have Journey-men 
every where ; 1 muſt by /nplicite Faith believe my Journey-man, my Proctor, my $ur- 
rogate and my Regilter z but in requital, they alſo by /mplicite Farth believe me. 

is tot here rare doings? andall this Inconvenience came at firſt only by Avarice 
and Ambition,which a whole Dioceſs,and ſometimes a Deanery,and a rich Commena:m 
added thereunto,could not gltut z well,that's as to the Wages,if they were twice as big 
one Man can make a ſhift to ſwallow, yea, but as for the Workzit is impoſkble to ſuper» 
iotend, or Epiſcopize; with one pair of Eyes; then came firſt into the Church, Impli-' 
cite Faith in their Journey-men, and of all Journey- men, chiefly the Arch- Deacons, 


If 


called, Occuli Epifcorums There ate but frve P:is of fuch greaz implicite Ezcs' 
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in our Dioceſs; and if they could ſee without Spectacles, they would be the better 
Eyes, I think: But the Proſpect is too far, all over the D:ocef for ore Biſhop to 
ſee or ſuperintend ; but who made that Proſpect” ſo large? Parecia, a Pariſh, by 
our ancient Canons, ſignifies a Divcef, and a Dioceſs was no larger than a Parilh, 
till popiſii Avarice and boundleſs Ambition taught Pluralitics. 

A good Biſhop (if he keep in his Bounds) as the. Kings Commiſſioner, ( not fan- 
cying that he has or can kave any New Spiritual CharaQer, or greater Spiritual Cha- 
rater thanof a Presbyter, as appears by the Words of Ordination ( of both of them) 
the (ame, the very ſame, in all Eſſential Points; only the King's Afardate or Com: 
miſſion gives him an Eccleſiaſtical Charatter more than he had, 2nd a-Tempural Cha- 
ratter by making him a Baron of the Realm, with Lands and Hanovurs annexr ; and 
not ove jt roo much, if he make good vſe thereof, in Hoſpitality, Charity, and 
{mewhat too 4s an Unbrace agarnſt Contempt; the "Wages are well enough be- 
ſtow'd if he be fit for the place, pious, prudent and learned; and he has as lawful 
a Claim and Title to them, from his Predeceſlors, as other Lords or Corporations ; 
arid cannot without great lnjuſtice ( as well as dagcrous Pr.fid:nt ) be bereaved of 
them; Who, bur a Fool, will go about to remove Groundſclls aud Fundamental 
Conſtitutions ? 

But his Work is ſo great, and the neceſſary Qualifications A Eminent and Extraor- 
dinary,that 0 one man 35 fit for ſo great a Charge ; ard thoſe that are fiteſt, will ſcarce- 
ly accept it, the Temporal Honours and Rewards are 119 Temptations to them. 

For a Biſhop ought not to Ordain any; till he has lirft, by #5 on £xamination and 
Knowledge, found their Fitneſs for ſo great and holy a W ork: Net truſting by Iams 
plscite Faith to Mr. Arch-Deacon, nor to Mr. D:4c0*s Deputy, 

And how can be with a /afe Conſcience deliver a Soul to the Devil by an Anathema, 
when he knows nuthing of the Nature of the Crime nor Proof ? except by b!12d D:votie 
01 or Implicite Faith in the the Regiſter and Surrogate, Mr. Neceſi:y; (fo Men call 
him) Becauſe be bas no Law, - | 

So thst the grand Diſtempers of onr Church, do all proceed from this Original Sing 
radical inour Conſtitution; and ro Art of Man can cure ir, or fave vs from a Contemp- 
tible Clergy, and more deſpicable ( as well as prophane) D ſcip/zne, but by applying 
Remedies to the very Conſtitution, which is neither incurable, nor kard to cure, if 
wiſe and willing Phyſicians do but uſe their Skill. | 

When B: y- Popes and Poy- Biſhyps, or ignorant and unlearned Biſhops, by favour, Ma- 
ney or Friends, were advagc'd ; they neither durſt attempt to examina Scholar's Fit- 
neſs for the holy FunCtion, ror could 4o it, without betraying their own Unfitneſs ard 
ignorance; which begot Arch-Deacons, they ſerv'd for Eyes to the blind, and ar ge- 
neral Councils,uſually for 34 «ths and Tongues, and Brains roo: The Dotage of Biſhop 
Alexander brought Arch Deacon 4thanaſins into the firſt Council of Nice, which 
brought, him into Requeſt, and when the old Man died, into the Biſhoprick (alſo) of 

/exand 14, 

But above all the lmplicite Faith-men (1 everread ) have my Commendations re- 
membred to the Pope, in the Words of Cardinal Belarmin, lib. 4. de Romano Pontifi- 
ce, Cap 5. Si Paps erraret precipiendo witia, vel probiberdo Pirtutes, teneretur Ecciefia 
credere witia efſe bona, & Virtues mylas, niſt vellet contra Conſciemiam jeccare. If the 
Popeerr (that's a Bull tov, pood Cardinal» as wife as you are) by commanding Vice 
and prohibiting Virtue, yet the Church is bonnd to believe, That Vice is good, and 
Virtue evil, except the Church ſin wilfully and againſt Conſcience. 


Even 
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Even ſo, if a Biſhop by implicite Fajth-and Error Ordain a vitions or ignorant Per- 
ſon a Prieſt, or Biſhop, and Madam Portſmouth or Father Peter help him to a Pre- 
ſertation or Manaate, (every thing may be done that has been done ) or ſhould Silence 
a virtuous Preacher, yet the Pariſh or Dioceſs m»ft, (1 ſay) muſt accept him for their 
ſpiritual Shepherd, Gmide and Watchman though he be never {o blind « Guide, never 
ſo weo:viſh or cruel a Shepherd, rever ſodull and arowty a Watcimay, or Reading-Don, 
or Copy-bolding Plagiary, except they will be wilfnl Sinners; though be ſtarve thu 
S-als, they mult feed him with the Ththe-ſheaf and Tyth! p18, 

He's not fit to be calcd ro the Bar, that can but j«#t read his Breviat, though he 
tell the Judge he has notable Books in his Study, that argue the Caſe and ſtate it 2» 
tably, but he carries them not about, never in his Head, 

Nar is he fit to be « Fellow 17 the Coll-dge of Ph; ſicians, becauſe Galen and Hypocr a- 
res lies moulding in his Study, nor is he fit to be free of the Pulpit, that if his Sermon+ 
Book f al down out of his hand, mult alſo come down as wiſe (a man) as when he went 
#p; let che Curtain fall down too, and the Play's at an end; good night, Parſon, 

But all Preachers heve not Memory, nor Elocution, and Preſence of Mind : No, no, 


E-ut thenthere's 4 good Thraſher, or a good Cobler 5: ya, to make a bad Parſon, a poor - 


Tranſcriber, and dull Tranſlator, whoſe Charatter next follows. 


CHAP. 111. 
Of the Reading = Dons of the Pulpit: 


His Eccleſiaſtical -Sophiſter is a rr=e Sor of the Church of England, (that ever 
T was) and 4«vored to her Service, (as in Duty bound) for ſhe gave him freely 
all the Devotion he has, namely, the Common-Pray:r-Bock and the Homiliesz which 
are very good things to all, but to him a God, (a Creator) by wich as a Church-man 
(though as /ca» and cadayerous 45 4 Church- Mouſe ) he lives, and moves, and bas bis Being, 

But,as true a Son of the Church as he js, yet he is a Baſftard- Divine, but made a D:11- 
£9" Eccleſiaſtick,and free of the Church by the King, and (notwithſtanding his #uricus 
Original) CLeg:t4mared and made capable of Su" ceſſion in Church. Lands, Honours and 


kick him out; the very Boys and Wenches there, nay, vCchool-boys mu#F 
beter, or they are ſure to be whip'd for't. 

Nay, the S.age-Players would have no Cuſtomers (except they could get Petal 
L ws, and a Conſtable, a Jaylor and Apparitor to drive them by ſh-als to the © 
Fliy-Hovuſe) if they ſhould a«mir any ſuch 4#l Tools and A*ors, that could nor ſay a 
Word without Book. but r1uſt read every Word they ſay, or elſe they are Dums : 
For, take away the Play-Book, or Notes, and they are mute as a Fiſh; the Play is 
at an end, though you haze paid your Money : Some ſmall note (indeed) or promp- 
ter the belt may need ſometimes, or ſome Breviate; even ſo iny Readings Don: Eccle- 
fiaſtical is a Noteleſ” Fellow without his Notes, and worſe than an Aſs, for he can 
Bray without bookz nay, worſe than a Peacck, for he can yaw! againſt Rain; but » 
this gay Fox! has nothing that ſpeaks him drvinc, but bis gay Om-ſude, 


ay rhe Parts + 


Tvs-- 


Dignities, by /&of Paricament, viz. T & of UVriformity in England: In Enge «4/6 24 
lard, (1 ſay) for in the whole Proteſtant World, that AT has no Farallel, nor this / ff 27 
ſeliow (I charaQerize) ay fellow in the whole Chriſtian World, but /«ch as himſelf; 

he is a None-ſuch all the World over, in all Churches, except (what he calls) (and he * 

may well ſpeak well of her) the m:{t incomparable Church of England; not only the 
P: oeft ants ail the World over, but the very Papifts; nay, the very ——_— would 
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The Prophet Exckeel calls him Dumb-dop that cannot bark z meaning not that theſe 
Dumb Prophets or dumb Dogs bad no Tongue, and could make no barking Noiſe; 
but, when he ſeeth the Sword or a Thief coming, be giveth no wartiag, but being 
ſenſeleſs and noteleſs, is therefore a dumb Dog. 

For he (poor Heart) has his Leflon before him, there is his ſtint; like a Horſe in 
a Mill, he carne go cut of the Track, if he does, he muſt leave work: 1f 
the Notes Erop our of the Pulpit, or the Candles go our, or the Spectacles 
fall from his Noſe, or a dark day, or any ſuch woful Difaſter beſall him, his 
buſineſs is done, done, he needs no Biſhop to ſilence him: Come, S:r, you may (eve ) 
come down out of the Pulpit, The Play is done, 

Nay his very Prayers to Almighty Godin the Pulpit, he's glad to read them too, 
except perhaps he has (like a parrot) get a ſew words by rote, which all the people of 
the Church can ſay as well as himfelt; for like a Turn-ſpit Dog in a Wheel, he keeps 
ado, but makes no progrels, 

For (alas! for ſhame and Sorrow) how ſhould he ſpeak to God, who is a Spirit, 
from his Heart or Spirit; or to the peopl-'s Hearts, that never hed any Divinity in 
tis Head or Heart: lt is ſufficient that he has it in the Book of Holes, or in his 
Notes ( {fylo #ov2) of another Sermon book that is. mare i Vogue and Ve, becauſe more 
adapted to cur preſent Language and Age- . 

Stole, ſaid 7 he'll bring his AQtion againſt me of Scandalum Magnatum, gerbeps 3 
but Fl prevent him, for 1 &ccarr, 

He aid not ſtea! his Sermon, nor Sermon Notes, for they were kis own upon a dowble 
Account : ' Firſt, becauſe he lawfully bought and paid for them, fix pence a pieces 
witneſs the Ructſelicr» Secondly, becauſe all the' Sermons in Print are d:dicated to 
bim;, Tothe Reader — All-=lsc the Reader 3 and ſometimes (to Coaks him out 
of ſix pence} to the Crurtecns Reader. 

If parents have a ri«ket'y Son, and crook lepg'd, and baker-kneed, he?ll ſerve to 
make a Parſon, his Callock will hide his Leggs: Is the poor Child pur-blind alſo? 
He'll ſerve to make a Parſon (ſay bis Parents) if he have but Eye enongh to ſpy Ads 
vent Sunday, the Day of the Month,and the firſt and ſecond Leſlons for the Day: Is 
he a haif-itted Lad? Hel! ſerve (poor child) ſay his parents, nel! enough for the 
Pulpit, if he do but hold his Notes to his pur-blind Eyes, it is butholding them the 
chofir. and the buſineſs is done ; eſpecially if his Paregts or Friends ſcrape Acquaint= 
ance with a Patron, (1 know how) or by an Advovzon or the.next Avoydance. 

And then make room for the Parfon, a true Son of the Church, Woy d» you ſmile? 
It is too ſerious, tco great, a:d too diſmal a Trath an Miſchief, to «raw 7cars from 
your Eyes by laughing; you have more Cauſe to be weeping. Jeremy's and make « Las 
mer tations at {6 miſciirvius a Corſtiturion of a Church, in making Watchmen that are 
biind, and lame, and dz; being Ordaid'd into holy Orgers ty blind implicite Faith, 
which we all condemnin the Papsſ#s, but in the Church of England draw a new Scene ; 
and it is received with Applzuſe: Oh poor Eng'tſ» ! a fooliſh people and unwile, tho? 
rhe mo## Conrageable and beſt Hearts, as well as the moſt plain bearted Nation under 
Heaven, 

* You think (now) that tkis is a Komence, and not liter. ly true well then, /o lt it 


20; %is ſo much the fitter for this Charatter of a Ceremony-monger, which is all 4 
Romance. 


A Romance! What's that ? It comes from Roave, Rome, the ground and platform 
of tiie trueſt and belt Hiſtories of Truth; atid the Scene of the greatelt Ats the Sun 
Cer ſaw. And 
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And a Romance js as like a true Roman Hiſtory as my Ceremony-monger * like a 
'Papiſt 3 he is not a Papiſt, (ke ſays) no, he is not abarefac'd Papi, Plldohim right; 
but ro ſee ro, he is as like aPapiſt as ever he can look, and his Devotion as like Pope- 
ry asever it can look : He does not ſay the Maſs indeed in Latin, but his Ho:d, his 
Cope, his Swrplice, his Rocher, his Altar raiPd in, his Candles, and Cuſhions, and Book 
thereon, his Bowirg to zt , his bowing or rather nodding at the Name Je/#,his O-gans, his 
Violins, his Singing men, his S17ging-boys, with their Alternate Jabbering and Mouthings, 
(as Umntellizible as Latine-Service) and ſo very like Popery, that | ptofeſs (when | came 
from beyond Sea, about the, year 1660. to Pals and White-hall) / almoſt thought (at 
firſt bluſh) that /was ({:{) in Spain or Portoga!, only the Candles on our Altars (mot 
Norſenſically) ſtand wniighted, to ſignifie, what ? the darkneſs of our Noddles, or to 
tempt the Chandlers to turn (downright) Papiſts,asthe more /#it able Religion for their 
Trade ; for ours mocks them, feeds them with Hopes only, he gapes and ſtares to ſee the 
lacky Minute whea the Candles ſhould be lighted, but he is cheated, for they. do nor 
burn ont 1n an'Age, 

But the Foppery is Homngeneal, all of a piece; fooliſh and illegal Ceremonies all over, 
only my Ceremony-monger has got Law of his ſide for Bis Surplice & his Common-Pray- 
ers, which are both very good things, and though pephaps he may be perſwaded to part 
with the former, if you take away the latter, viz. the Common. Prayer- Book, ye had as 
good cut out bis Tongue ;, nay, even ſow up his Mouth alſo, for he has no occaſion for 
St, nor for his Teeth vtither, for. his Body muſt ſtarye,. and be as lean and jejune as his 
Soul: Therefore, as you love his Life and” Soul, {et him have bis Gommon-Prayer- 
Book, or elſe his Curate will have-nothing in the World to do, but muſt be forc'd to turn 
- Sexton; why ſhould not the Dead bury the Dead? the dead 1» Sin bury the dead for 
\Sin,«.to ſo lifeleſs and ſpiritleſs a thing is ReligionreduCd by my Ceremony-monger x 
nay»: ſome ofthem in their pretended Prayer before Sermon, do mock both God and- 
the People, praying, or pretending topray as the M:uth of the Perple in the Pulpit, and 
yet (like good Hannab's private Prayer) their. Lips only move, but their- Fece is not 
-heard. 

Old El; thought the good Woman was Rrunk, or.a Fool, to talk to kerſelf; but 
ſhe deſigned only private Prayer. 

Bur-<certainly this Maſter of the Ceremonies is either a Fop or a Mad-man, or elſe 
takes all the People for FopsJof his own making, to have only a handſome gaze at the 
Parſon, whilſt he Acts his 2dummery in the Pulpit. 

Why does the Pulpit ſtand aloft? but that the Preacher ſhould lift. up his Voice /&e 
a Trumpet, that all the Church. may Hear, or.elſe what does he do there ? The Papiſts 
indeed do vindicate P:&ures tn Churches, as being the Lay-man*s Hiſtory, though he 
know not a Lerter in the Book, his Eyes mayread by ſecing a Piturez and thus my Ce- 
remony-monger brings up his Fops 32 Ignorance and [gnorant Devotion ; they know 
nothing of the matter, and cannot ſay zen to they do not know what ; it is no maxt-= 
ter for that, for (juſt like Popiſh Maſs, called Sccreta, which the Prieſt mumbles to 
himſelf, ſo) our Foppiſh Ceremony-monger that muſt be /ike a Popiſh Price, (or-elfe 

rhaps, he had never come to ſo high a Pulpit and place'in the Church) he muſt mwnab- 
be roo his Prayers (though in the Pulpit) to himſelf, becauſe *is juſt as the Popiſh Prieft 
do, that make as if the People ncea not pray, nor believe the Prieſt prays for them, and 
believes for them ; keepthem blind ( ſays the Prieft) and then you may /cad them by the 
Noſe which way you pleaſe; © poor Engliſh Fops ! to be fope by an 014 Fop, that is as 
much or more an Hypocritical Knave than a Fool. 

And 7am the more apt to believe it now, becauſe the 4fumbling Hypocrites nevec 

| C mumblee 
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mumbled ſo much and ſo long in the Pulpit-Prayer before Sermons as now-a-days-in 
this Funfture-and Revolntion in the Kingdom, and change #1 the Throne ; to pray for 
the Abtdicated King, would be to own him and Popery with his Mouth, but he dare noe 
ao that, they have only bis Heart at preſent. 

And to pray for their Sacred Majeſties, our Soveraign Lord and Lady, K. Wilian 
and Queen ary, they are ſuch Strangers to bis Heart, that he chuſes rather not to 
pray at all, in his own Prayer before Sermon ;, or not at all !o be beard, *cill ſuch time, 
as it may be gueſs'd, he had done 3t to himſelf, talking (as they ſay Witches do) to 
himſelf in the P-{pir, moſt prrophanely mocking God and the People, by pretending-to 
ſpeak, when he only mambles with his Lips; for if his Voice be heard, the crafty. 
Hypocrite thinks that ſome body will tell (becauſe his Tongue tells) who he is for y where- 
as now the Fox /zes learning and lurching, to ſee which King will get the better, and then 
(and not ?till then) he will declare himſelf, and in the Interim, this Ambo-dexter re- 
ſerves bimſelf, for he is true to no Intereſt, nor to any Religion, but that which moſt 
cends to the Advancement of his only God, Afammon, and his Curate only runs the 
Riſque, in Praying for King Will;am and Queen ary. 

1n ſhort, (for l am quite cred and ſick of him) his Church Wrk is juſt like-bis Church. 
Clock, moved extraneouſly by outward Weights, Wheels, Springs or Plummers, but bas 
no-i»ward,or ſpiritual Life or Motion z- /«ch is his Prayers, /«ch his Sermons, (though 
he. have a Budget-full) dead, dull, ſprritleſs lifeleſs, frigid,/and perfunttory Devoti- 
or; he never converts any Man, except to ſilly Ceremonzes, becauſe himſelf: i not 
converted to any thing elſe ; his Words dye before they reach the-Heart of his Hear- 
ers, for how can they well come to the Heart of his Auditors, when they never came 
5n,-nor from his own Head nor Heart; he is the great-Seock-logg of the Church, that 
Has neither Fire-nor heat within, the little he has is all out- ſide, -ſuperficial, and withs 
o#t z- it takes up a great deal of rom indeed, but *tis geod fir n5thing in the World,. 
but the Dung-hill; he is that Salt that has quite loſt its ſayour, if ever he had apy, 

and good for nothing but to be trodden nnder four. of Mer, and reliſh'd by none but 
{uch as have loft their Taſte, or never had any. . +; _ 

PI tell you how you "may be quit of this Eccleſsa/tick, Copy-bolder ; all his Tenure 
and. 7:itleto the Pulpit is Copy:beld, get but his Notes, or #15 Copies from bim, and the: 
Pulpit wi! 20 hold him, he muſt come down and hire a_Journey- man.of, more. skull, 
if any ſuch can be'had for Money, ſo to debaſe bimfſeli to be-Swrrogate-ro a rich Rap, 
that with his {/kCaſſock and Scgrice Hood runs away with the Gains, whilſt poor 
threadbare Crape takes all the pains, La | % 

Yet even theſe are /carce to be had for Love or Money , for the Ceremony:monger 
has ſo polluted. the Fountains of Learning,the Univerſities, that where hall a Man 
fooner mcet with moyſie Impudenges and gingling Nonſenſe ( 4 ſounding, Br aſs. and $51k- 
ling Cymbat ) than in the two-great Sr, Marie: Pulpits in the Vniverſeties?,,  .:1... 

So-that rf Gyd be not the more mercifpl, and their Sacred Majeſtiesthe more careful 
of their *Acctdemies, the gerprality of the Clergy mult be like tha Scribes,and Phari- 
fees,' (in our Saviours time) prerited Sepulchers, gay without, fing-Ornaments without, 
but within, nothing but: ny ogy and dead Xs bones, " ONT” a 

Juſt as we were inthe Church gf England (7 rememoer,).hfey years agoy in the Rezgre 
of that great Mifter of Ceremagbes lil Ds Lend, Ho Rate On bs. 
ty and e4}/yi31 Sermons. br almoſt apy Sermons,.that a Man mpſt kavetravel['d for it, 

and far too, if he beard ny thing bor he, Common-Prayer and. Organs,, above. four 
gimes in a Year. Indeed, now-there is to many Sermons in prize, that we have plen- 
>y #n the Pulpit, though generally ſuch diſcrepant, heterogeneous, and immethodical 
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ſtuff, as being compos'd of ſeveral printed Sermons, a patch here, and a patch there 
deſcrib'd, that they are like a Beggars-Coat, or a Taylors Cloak-bagg, (made up of 
party-colour'd Liſts and Patches) they are ſo diſcompo,?4 by the Plagiary, in wiſe Pru- 
dence, like a Thief that takes by:Roads for fear of being kzown, purſued, found ont, 
and taken by the Hue and Cry, 

Therefore this Plagiary Reader, conſcious of Guilt, diſguiſes all diſcovery, if poſli« 
ble, like the crafty Hare that makes falſe Steps and Doubles in the Snow, when (he is 
near ber Form, for fear of being trackd by her Steps, and rrac'd. 

Thus this Chattering Fay has nothing good about him, but the gay Feathers, his 
Carkaſs is worth nothing but to Dung the Land ; ſo that the Church, you ſee, can 
breed Yermine as well as the Barn, 


CHAP. VL 


Of Reading the Plſalms, Te Deum, Athanaſius's Creed, &c. Alternately, 
every other Verſe, by the People. 


His is ſuch another NonTenſical Ceremony, that it is point-blark againſt Holy 

Scripture, as well as againſt Reaſon and Edification 3 and neither Canon of the 

Charch nor R«brick, or Rule inthe Common» Prayer-Book, to vouch it, and puniſh- 
able therefore by the At of Vniformity. 

If ſo, then There 1 the Brains (you'll ſay) of all our Ceremony-mongers ? Where 
do you ſay ? They are there where they always were, but never Conſulted in any of 
theſe Illegal and filly Ceremonies, f«rther than, whether they are like Popiſh Cere- 
monies ? that's the ef, that's the Teſtimonial that firſt gave them Entrance into a 
Proteſtant Church ; and the Papiſts finely laugh at us and deride us for being cher 
Apes; ( as | have heard the Popiſh Fryers beyond Sea jear at us for the Mimicyy ) 
grave Engliſh Noddles, that have 19 oth:r Reaſon nor Religion for what they do, but 
that they are the Pope*s Babcons, in ſpight of Holy Scripture, right Reaſon, trueRe-» 
ligion» and the Laws of the Kingdom. 

| This confuſed Noiſe of the People is not Articulate, but an unintelligible and brutiſh 
Br aying, one Man's Voice drowns the Accent and Articulation of another, and there- 
fore 55 10 more intelligible than the Latin-Za/s, and (I ſuppoſe ) that the b:ft Reaſor: 
that can be given for it, is, that it keeps the People ignorant (if they cannot read} 
of at leaſt one half of the Pſalms, 

The next ſtept may be (if this be ſuffered) that the People ſhall read one half of the 
Chapters too, and then though the Vulgar cannot be kept altrgether from hearing the 
Scripture, they ſhall be debarr'd one half; in time, we may go farther, we are juſt 
in the Popiſh Road. that debars the vulgar from the wh:le Scriptures. 

Read but the 1 Cor. 14. 11,23, 26, 31, 33. And if you fear God, you will never 45 
fo any morez Latin Prayers, or Prayers i an unknown Tongue, or an wnintelligibl: 
Tongue alſo, are Prophecies or Preachments in an unintelligible Tongue (by the Cor- 
fuſion of which, God z5 not the Autbor ) but the Devil and the Pope invented theſe Con- 
fuſions, by.them to begert the Mother of Popiſh and Ceremony-mongers Deycion, 1gno- 
rance : For (ſaith St. Paul) in that 2 Cor. 14-11. If I know not the meaning of the 
Voice, I ſhall be unto him that ſpeaketh 4 Barbariar, and he that ſpeaketh ſhall be a 
Barbarian unto me. - | 
Here is « plain Scripture againſt this confuſed _ no Man can knoy the meaning 
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of a Voice that us not Articulate;, but what cares a Ceremony-monger for Scripture ? 
Give him his God, give him his M«mmon, give him his popiſb 2rmicry; but whillt be 
makes himſelf « pop:ſh Ape, he makes dull Engliſh-mex both Apes and Aſſes, 

All the reaſon that ever any of them can give for this prophane Folly, is, that he Sing- 
sng-boys do it, and the great Heads do it, and therefore the ſilly People, like the Pa> 
pi/ts, ſay, Muſt not we believe and praftice as the Church believes and praftiſes ? mean- 


ing, by the Church, the Clergy, the rich, the great, and the gay Clergy, 
: Ra if this ff be a Reaſon. why may we not as mell believe and practice as doth 
the Pope of Rome, as well as any old Innocent here at home ? 

We talk of hating Popery in /taly, we do well ; but not a jot better for us, if we fol- 
low the ſame Implicite Faith in England that the Italians do in Rome, / 

Thus the Prophets prophecy falſly, and the Prieſt bear Rule by their Aſeant, and my. 
people love to have it ſo, and what will ye do in the end thereof ? 

Let all things be done to edifying, (ſaith the Apoſtle) ard ye -1y all prophecy (or 
read) for if Keading be nt Preaching or Prophecying, we have abundance of d4umy 
Prophets (if it be nov a Bl!) in England”> 1 Cor, 14. 31. Te may all prophecy (read or 
preach) one by one, that all may Learn, and all may be Comforted; implying evident- 
ly, that there can be-no Learning, no Comfort, no Edification in our confuſed and 
vabling Superſtition 3 which is juſt like rhe Goſſips Char, where all Tongues wags' and 
all are Preachers and no Hearers, ; 

Since therefore God zs 208 the Author of this Confuſion, neither Law, Canon, Edi- 
fication, Rubrick, Reaſon, ,ACt of Uniformity, Religion, nor Scripture to vouch. it, 
but p0int Hank againſt all theſe, tell me how it came here, except from the Devil and 
the Pope ? Short Ejaculations, as Amen, Lord have Mercy, or repeating after the 
Articulate Voice of the Miniſter, falls not under this Cenſure- 

But, / wonder who taught the Women; (whoſe chiefeſt Beauty is modeſt Silence) 
who taught them to prare ja the Church? They are ſo full of Tongue, yew} Jay,  thar 
perhaps a little teaching would ſerve. 

1 never ſuffered ſuch a confuſed babling in my Church of All-Saints;, let them play 
the Fools, and popiſh Apiſhneſs, ſome where elſe» / never would permit them z at 
which abundance of People took ſnuff, and becauſe they might not be ſuperſtitious 
Apes, they would not come there at all; a good riddance of them ; they left the room 
to their betters, for we want nothing there ſo much as room. 

is there not ſome fear leaſt we all be B:7g'd? Begg'd ? For what? for wiſe men. 
No; but to-repleniſh the Cclledge of Gotham ; we are topping Fellows, if che Pinacles 
of the Temple ſtand in view; hich :5 the way thither ? : 

Are we not all as filly as that Cardinal, who ſays, Sit ergo Dominus nofter papa ba= 
cul in aqua frattus, abſit tamen ut crederem quod viderim: Let our Lord the Pope 
be a StalT (dartly ia the Water) ſeeming crooked, yet Ged forbid that I ſhould be- 
tieve mine own Eyes. 'Like Cardinal B:/I mine, who makes Ignorance (not Un- 
derſtancing) the Ground of Faith; intending ſurely, that none but Coxcombs (Prieſte 
ridden) ſhould be of the Church. 

This Cermony-monger carries one infallible Mark about him, you may know him 
from a thonſand, for he ſets ſuch a Value and Price npon his illegal Trinkets and Ce- 
remonies, that if you take them, or offer to take them from him, he cries out and 
roars like mad 4f1cah ;, Te have takerraway my God which 1 made, and the Prieſt, and 
ye are gone away, ani what have 1 more? And what is this 'that ye ſay unto me, 
What az1-th thee ? Would it not make a Man bellow and cry, to loſe the Diana's, by 
which he got his Wealth, agd on which he chiefly values himſelf, becauſe it made 


him 
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him a ar of value 1, and thoſe are bis Favourites, on whom he puts the preateſ® Va- 
Ive, that Trinket after bim, in a blind, implicit, flaviſh Mimickry and Imitation; 
he that calls for a Reaſon, he is not a an for bis twyn, but ſawcy, troubleſome and 
petulantz Thus the blind lead the blind, have a care of the Di:ch there, juſt before 
you; you had better take warning than tumble in. 

Burt, | fear, Lapids loquor, 1 waſh a Black-more (I doubt) yct, I know notharm 
1 do, (if 1 do him no good) if the Leopard will keep his Spots, / do nit make them ; 
he is Be-lam mad ſurely, why doſt thou ſtrike ſo furiouſly? 1 would but nſhackle 
= and ſet thee free; or make thee ſet rhy /e1f free, by repreſenting thy /e!f ro thy 
ſelf. 

For VII aſſure thee, that im City and Country (good Maſter of the Ceremonies! ) 
thou haſt not amongſt rational mex more Behnlders than Abborrers, 

Surely, thy Aſcendant or Lord of the fir Houſe, was wonderfally culminant ard 
frong, or elſe it is impoſſible that irregularity and folly could ever have been ſo 
rotoriouſly dignifyed : If I can erc& thy Sch:me, I do prognoſticate thou art in thy 
Detriment, Fall and Azimmnh, - 

{ confeſs, that amongſt Dancing:maſters, Rope-darcers, Spaniels and AMonkeys, he 
is the faireſt Candidate for a Reward or a Cru, that cringes, comes over, and bends 
the moſt nimbly; but that men by :Uegal and irrational Capricio's ſhould cheriſh their 
hopes (ſo) to become Fayourites in vhe Church, I do not underſtand it; if I were 
as ſupple as the beſt. 

I can only ſay, as Cicero jn his Declamation againſt Cataline ; Yiount ? imo vi- 
vunt, & in Senatum veniunt ; O Tempora! O Mores! It was a ſad time, when Father 
Peter, or Madam Portſmouth choſe Senators; and that a poor Lad ſhould find it out, 
that the rTeadie#F Road to get into the Church, or to the Steeple, and Pinacles, is to 
be like 4 young Setteng-4og, that firlt learns too ſtoop (when he is bidden) to nothing g 
there's hopes of him, k&s coming on, and may be a right Setting-dog intime, and 
fhorp to ſomething. 


Ln — 


> AT F. 
Of Bowin. at the Name of JESU. 


Here is but One of theſe ſaic . . ular and iliegal and irrational Ceremonies afore- 
mentioned, that have 477 -./-« of Law, and that is the -Caron for bowing at 

the Name F:/#; but that Canor. is na:Pd by Scripture and Reaſon as well as by the 
Att of Uniformity, which enaCts great penalties, even Deprivation, if any Ceremo« 
ny- monger obſtinately perſi in the praftice of any Ceremonies, except thoſe alone that 
are contained in the Common-prayer-book ; of which that ſame of bowing at the 
Name Joſhua or Jeſs, and all their other Bowings and Crioges to the Altar, to the 


Eaſt, are nome at all; I proteit, I wonder at the Ceremony-mongers Audacity and þ 
fool- hardineſs, that he ftill dare to do It in defiance of the Law, Reaſon and Jenef'y 


ture; except he think to ſet the Convocation-houſe over and above, and on the Top of 


bl 


FA ub 


the Farliamert:bouſe, where it will ſtand moſt totterringly, and 'ſubjeft to the Srorms. 16 4 

Let no man therefore think -':'- :iicourſe to be bold or over:bo!d ; (having the Law 
7 God and Man, holy 5cripr»'. -, 1nd right Reaſon on my fiae, and can therefore with 
uch great Advantages bafſte ©: 1il) wonder rather at my incorrigible Ceremony- 
monger 


_ 
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mouger, that will take 19 warning *ill he be forc'd publickly to r:ca7t the Schiſms and 
Miſchiefs his Noddle has forg'd in the Church of God, 

The ſtrength of his Main Grards (like that of Hell and Popery) lies all in ftop- 
ping the ſeveral Avenues of Light, that none may enter into the Krngdom of Darkye/s, 
for they hate the Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil, and therefore would (if they 
could) keep the Keys of the Preſs-doors, as well as the Paipi:-dgors, that nov glim- 
mering may appear without Licenſe : Thus the Devil Rages the more, becnſe bis 
rime is ſhore, and frets and fumes when you diſcover his Cloven-foor, eſpecially 
when he has long been ador'd (of which he is moſt Ambitious) 4s ar Angel of Light : 
But, Bleſſed be God, that is above the Devil ;, Truth and Light are bis Glyri-us At- 
sributes, as Error and Darkneſs are the properties of Hell, 

And if the Devil were not great in Men, and greatly ſtrong, they would ſubmit 
to Lawand Reaſon, to God and his Holy Writ, to the Laws of the Land, Equity 
and Conſcience, and not call to the Devil and the Gaoler to help them to wreck their 
Malice upon Innocent Men, that only ſhow them their dirty Faces in a Glaſs, 

God's Will be done, 1 ſay with Chry/oſtom to Exdoxia the Empreſs, 7 fear nothing 
but Sin z and 1 muſt Sin, except I reprove my Brethren, and not ſuffer Sin upon them ; 
for as they bave Sinn'd before al!, *tis fit they ſhould Recant before all: And ſo all of 
them will, except they be paſt ſhame, and conſequently paſt Grace: When Sick Men 
are deadly Sick and their whole Conſtitution ſo Diſtemper'd and out of Frame, that 
the very Noble Parts are ſenſeleſs, ſtupid, and palt feeling, *cis high time to Toll the 
Bell for them, they have not long ro live, : 

Come then, give Glory to God, Confeſs and Recant publickly in the Church, 
where thy Nonſenſe was committed, ard dehie the Devil and all his Works, the 
Pomps. and Vanities of this wicked World. Oh! but may ſome ſay, It cannot be 
deny;d but, that your Ccremcony-morger is the Fup cf all Fops; for bowing to the 
Altar, to the Eaſt, now his Wafer- God is departed ; but have a care of condemn- 
ing him when he bows at the Nare of Jeſu ; for Holy Scripture, . the Canon, and 
right Reaſon (all three) are his Vouchers, 

Poor hearts! (and as Solomon ſays) Te fools) when will ye be wiſe? Have 1 not 
waſht theſe lackamores ( and to as little purpoſe) long ago ? 'For, Firſt, That Text 
in Philippians the ſecond, At the Name of Teſu every Knee ſha'l bow, whether in Heas 
ven or Earth, &c. is no Precept, but a Prophccy, 1 har the time ſhall come (it js not 
yet come) that the Name of Jeſus ſhall be exalted above every Name, whether Bar- 
chochobab (the Jews Meſſias) in Engliſh, 1h Son of the Star ;; Mahomet, Antichriſt, 
or any other. | 

'That time is not z0t yet come, for Jews, Turks, Atheiſts and Devils, do not own the 
Name of Je/ns above every Name, whether in Heaven or Earth (or Hell) or things 
under the Earth; but it ſhall come, (at leaft ) at the Day of Judgment, and probably 
befere. - | | - 

+ That Text—at the Name of Feſns=—is depraved, and ill Tranſlated (to 
ſay no worſe) for if 1 did not revere to caſt Dirt upon the Aſhes of the Dead, I could 
nawe a great Favourite- Biſhop (under King Charles the firſt) that made that Text 
ſpeak falſe Engliſh, to Countenance his Silly and Foppiſh Worſhip from that Text; for 
becauſe he could not bring himſ{clf and his Silly Worſhip co the Scripture, he as Impu: 
dently as Prophanely, broughrtthe Scripture to his Whinſey. 

_ Thus Aabomet pretending to have Faith to remove Mountains, told the Peeple 
(his Followers and 24-ſelmm) that he would make that great Mountain (that ſtood 


before 


- 
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before him) to come to him at his third Call, and therefore moſt gravely admoniſht 
it to come, onc?, twice, thrice, but no Mountain would come; whereupon (withont 
changing Countenance) he ſaid, If the Hill will not come to Mabomer, Mabomer ſhall 


£o to the Hill ; and ſo marcht till they met. 


For by that Holy Scripture, # 59471 1858, in the Name, is meant} In the virtue 
and power of Jeſus, Every Knee ſhall bow, &c. (As the Name of the Lord is a ſtrong 
1 owcr, the-Righteous ſhall run #xto #8, and are /afe, Prov. 18, 10. Not the |:tters 
or ſound of Jehovah, not the Tetragrammaton, but the Power of God, is the Tower 
of God, is the Tower, not the fowr letters or ſound'of the Name, whither the Righteors 


run and are ſafe. ) 


Beſides, my Ceremony-Monger does not bow at the Name of 7:ſhua, which'is the 
very word 7e/#, in all Languages: As Aft, 1.21, Thou ſhalt call his Name Jeboſbut, 


Joſhua, or Jeſu; all one Hebrew Word, 


Beſides, That Holy Text doth not ſay, In the Name Foſhna, but in the Name of 
Joſhua, 1465 not Te; but, my Ceremony- Monger does not bow at the proper 
of our Fes, or Joſhua, to wit, Emanuel (or God with w, which ſignifies both his 


Divinity and Humanity ) nor at the ſound of the Word Chrift, Meſſiah, &c. 'but 
ſands as unconcern'd, and as ſtiff as a Stake, 

Beſides, He does ot bow the Knee, but (like the Papiſts)) nods his Head, or puts 
off his Cap or Hat,-as the Popiſh-Jeſuits do (when they preach) every time they men- 
tion the Word Jeſ#, if they do not forget, which ency commonly do ; and as common- 
ly Sin, if that Foppery be a Duty. 


Beſides, That Texi ſays» Every Knee ſhail bow in Heaven, and Earth, and under 


the Earth : But there are zo Knees in Heaven, and thoſe in Graves» in the Earth, and 


under the Earth, are too tiff to bow : Come, *tis Non-ſenſe and Ridiculous all over, 


and as very a Specimen of my Fop as any other. 

For as there is 70 Scriptare to Vouch for him» ſo no Reaſon : What» ſhall Chri- 
ſtians be like that Hyſteron- Proteron- Herb, which Phyſicians (as fooliſhly) call Filirs 
ante Patrem + The Son before the Father ? 


well to believe the Vnity and Equality of the Holy Trinity ? And yet do we bow 


Do we well to blame the Arria»s for placing the Father above the Son ? Do wel} {| Pe 


at the Name of the ſecond, and not at the Name of the fi-f and third Perſon of the 
Holy Trinity ? | 

_ Nay, Chriſt diuided ? do we pay more Reverence to the Name Jofhua (the Name 
of my. Foot-boy) than to the Holy Name of 7e/z, namely, Meſſiah, Chriſt, or Ema- 
uct? For ſhame ! do not pretend a Reaſon for ſuch Foppiſh Adoration, | 


And, if neither Holy Writ, nor right Reaſon be of thy fide (Mr. C whgue: dap xl" av2 4 


thy Canon will be naiPd by the Statutes, the Afts of Uniformity, that makes it ver 
Penal, even Deprivation (79/e/s) for thee to follow thy Trade of making Ceremonies 
which God never made, nor the King and Parliament, or right Reaſon ever made. 
Beſides, There are ſeveral Statutes of Proviſors, and then he incurrs alſo a Premu- 
nire, to ſet up the Mitre above the Crown; the Biſhog and Prie apve the King, 
and the Convocation:houſe above Weſtminſter-hall, ory FRIES 
And this Sawcy and Prieftly Petularey (deriv*d from Rome) makes my Ceremony- 
monger many times. very: troubleſome to che State, and to the Crown, which he will 
obey (like 1/:0mas @ Becket with a falvo honore Des, that is) many times, as far as be 
;ft,- and, when he lift, or-in any, thing that. is for 9s own ends, and his own honzur, not 
a jot further 3 of which [ ſhall give no late- inſtances here, of thoſe that could train 
at a Gnat (whea againſt their Intereſt, though for, and nor againſt God's Glory) and 
yes. 


- 
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yet could ſwallow a Cammel (if ſent from the Court) if it would but advance their Do 
minion and Sway; or at leaſt not hinder it: Witneſs their publiſhing in Churchess 
the Sports that may be uſed_ on the Lords Diy, &c. When this Spire: poſſeſſes my 
Ceremony -monger, he is not onJy troull:om but dangerow ind 1fuffcrable; which 
will make me repeat ſome of my ow? Speech, printed Ano 1681.P, 3, 4. In Findica- 
£101 of my Bock called The Naked Tritf;, mouphTain no Erraſtie») concerning the 
Power of the Keys, the Keys of the Church; (which ſome ſaid was !rvc, but nnſeaſonatly 
we'd) ſurely *tis now ſcaſorable what was then ſaid to the A h-deacon, viz, 

And firſt like a Charch-man (of the old ſtamp )_ he will per 1it his Majeſty to come 
into the Church (that's more kindneſs than old St. Ambroſe, i''fhop of Milan, would 
ſhow ſometimes to the great Emperor T heodoſins when he d.; not do as he would 
have him to do) nay, this Arch-deacon opens the doors himſc. *, to let his Majeſty 
into the Church, but he will no: truſt him with the Keys ;, as who ,vould ſay, we will 
-open. the Church-dogrs to your Majeſty, and come in and wellcome. whilſt we conti- 
nue good friends. - | 

.-'But they that.keep the Keys and can open the Church-doors to let his Majeſty in, 
can alſo ( whilſt we have the keeping of the Keys) upon diſpleaſure, lock him out; well 
for this very trick, and for another late Scorh trick, if 1 were a Privy Councellor, 
I would adviſe his Majeſty as Head of the Church, and the Governour thereof, to 
keep. the Keyes of the Church in bi Pccket, or hang them wnaer 15 Grrdle, if it be but 
becauſe this Prelatical Champion, this ſame pirtsful Arebadeacon. like another Pope, or 
St, Peter, will keep the Keys of the Church, and will keep his Majeſty from them, and 
would fain Perſwade him, that o«r Laws (touſe his words p 2. of the Proem) Exclude 
this purely ſpiritual power of the Keys from the Supremacy of our Kings, txc:pt it be to 
ſee that ſpiritua! men do their duty therein : Belike this ſame Archdeacon carries the 
Leges A-glie, the Laws of England in his belly and greedy gut; for I am ſure he car- 
ries them there or no where, he carries not theſe bulky Laws of England in his Brains, 
be has no Guts in his Brains; for, I pray, gogd. D. D- where does our Laws exclude 
this purely Spiritual Power of the Keys from the Supremacy of our Kings, .if our 
Kings (like good King D.vid, or wiſe King Solomon ) ſhould have a mind to be 
Eccleſiaſtes, 

In the days (even of Popery) I never heard of a King ſhut out even from the top- 
ing Pulpit, if he had a mind 'o climb ſo high; ſtout King Henry the 3d. made bold 
to lavade the Pulpit, took his Text, Pal. 85. 10. Righteouſneſs and Peace bave kiſſed 
each other; and then in his Sermon, ad Clerun:— to the learned Monks of the Cathe- 
dral Chnrch of Wincheſter, when he had a little ſelf-end too (as ſome Pulpiteers have 
alfo had) in the caſe, namely, to Czjole the ſaid Monks to EleCt his Brother ( Athel. 
mar) Biſhop of Wrnchefter ;, Paraphrating and enlarging upon his Text, and ſaying (to 
uſe his own werds)— To me"and other Kings, * who. are to govern the People, be: 


© ligion) Peace and Tranquility: And this day Cl hear you have; for your own 
* 200d, been favourable ro my Requeſt. With many ſuch like words. I do not 
know whether the King had got a Licenſe ro Preach— from a Biſhop. Ic ſeems the 
Clergy (ther too) won'd favour Kings, in what was for their own good ; and, if it 
were for their own god, would alſo permit the King to take a Text, and Preach in 
theif Cathedral Church; ( how hard-hearted, or ſtrait-lac'd'ſoever our Archdeacon 
proves, and will not ſuffer our Kings to have the Keys neither of the Church nor Pul- 
pit; 1 ſay, therefore, ſome Kings would therefore keep the Keys of the Church thens 
ſelves, and truſt never a D. D. of themall with them; no, not the Pope himſelf, 


But 
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But if what TI prove that our Kings at their Coronations, have at the ſame time been 
ordain'd Clergy-men, they are no more excluded (then ) by our Laws from the power of 
the Keys, than Mr. Arck- Deacon, or the Pope himſelf. 


What is Ordrnatio7, but the ordering, deſigning or ſetting a Man part to ſome Office? | 2- 
If to the 41:ry,then thereare certain «oy — dye for Ordination to thePrieft-hood, A 
e 


or making a Man a Clergy-man, than thoſe the Biſhops uſes toour Kings, namely, with Un- 
tion, Anthems,Prayers and lmpoſition of Hands (as is uſual in the Ordination of Prieſts) 
with the ſame Hymn,—Come Holy-GhoF, Eternal God, &c. The Biſhop ſaying alſo amongſt 
other things, Ler him obtain Favour of the People, like Aaron in the Tabernacle, Eliſha in the 
Waters, Zacharias #n the Temple, give bim Peter*s Key of Diſcipline, and Pauls Dottrine. 

W hich laſt Clauſe was przcermitted (intimes of Popery) from the Corovation of Her.6. 
till Char/e; 1, and Charles 11, ) leſt it ſhould imply the King to be more 4 Clergy-man and 
Eccleſiaſtical Perfon than theſe Arch- Deacons could afford him ; but K- Charles che HI. and 
his Father, at their Coronations;had the ancient Forms of Crowning Kings reviv'd, and 
in the Anointing the Biſhop ſaid; Ler thoſe Hands be Anointed with Holy Ol, as Kings and 
Pr ophct s have been Anointed, and as Samuel, &c. 

Then the Arch-biſhop and-Dean of Weſtminſter put the Coif on the King's Head, then put 
upon his Body the Sarplice, ſaying this Prayer, O God the King of Kings, and Lord of,” &c. 

And (urely (of o1d) the very Pope himſelf look*d upon our Anointed Kings as Clergy- 
men ; elſe why did the Pope make Hey. 2. his Legate De Latere here in Englard, the uſual 
Office of the Arch-biſhop of Canterbury (uſually Styled) Legati Nati ? 

Therefore Mr. Arch-deacor, you talk like an unthinking Black-coat,ſtockt-with a little 
ſuperficial Learning, when you ſay, Our Laws exclude the King from the Keys of the pores 
to which he has as good a right as your D, D, Divinity«ſhip | We Cl 

And (indeed) to give the 2431 his due, he is glad (afterwards) to conifeſs that C 
and the eminent Chriſtian Emperors called Councels and approv'd their Canons. 

Then, by your leave, dear D. D., They alſo for the ſame reaſon, might upon occaſion, 
and if they had ſeen Canſe, alſo d:/prove the ſame : Who then was Papa of old? Pater 
Pa-trum;, (urely no other but he that is Pa-pa, (1 mean) Pa-ter Pa-trie. | 

All the Male- Adminiſtrations in Eccleſiaſtical Government,take therr Riſe and Original! 
from opr /gnorance of the-Power of the Keys; or who are the Clavigers, Key keepers, or 
Porters to let men :#, and turn them ont of the Church ? Fy 

The bulkly Clergy-man, called a Biſhop, an Ordinary, or a Dioceſan, he (we ſay ) keeps the 
Church- Keys, he Excommunicates and Excludes Sinners out of the Church,and be alons re= 
—_—_— and lets them in ; (but that's falſe, the ſneaking Regiſter and Surrogate-do 
that Job- 

Ay, But who entruſted a Biſhop alone to be the Church-porter, Door- keeper, or 
Church Key-keepgr 2, Wherejs his Commiſſion ; where is his Authority, and who gave hin 
bis Authority ? | ox 2 4 yy 2 N.2{ 

For it is evident in Holy Scriptufes that God never gave him any ſuch Commiſſion, Place, 
Office or Authority to keep the Keys of the Church, any more than th: Speaker of the Honſe 
of Commons, or Chair-man to a Committee, has power to turn out of the Houſe: or 
lex in any of his Fellow-Members, For neicher does a Biſhop differ from an other Preſ- 
byter, ore than the Chair-man from the reſt of the Committee; or he that gives the 
Rule of the Court at Seſſions, differ from the reſt of his Brethren and Fellow-Juſtices:; 
he is no better Man, nor the more Learned, Wiſe nor more Honeſt a Man, though 
he be Ordain'd to be the Month of them (that*s all ) to ſpeak what they put into his Mouth: ; 


ant ine 


The Speaker takes too much vpon him; to ſpeak the _ of the Houſe "till the #{ajority of 


Fes 
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Votes has given him Inſtrutions and Commiſſion to pronounce a Sentence, or the Senſe 
of the Houſe, or to turn auy Member out of the Houſe of Commons 3 he has no ſuch 
Authority he is the Speaker (indeed) and is look'd upon as the wiſeſt and fitteſt Man for 
that place (it ſhould be ſo, it is not always ſo) one or other of the Members muſt be choſen 
Speaker or Chair-mar, ard have precedency for Order-ſake, and to avoid Confuſion ; buy 
he no other ways difters from other Members, except only that the Honourable Speaker, is 
the Honourable Mcmb, that*s all, after the Members have choſen and ordain'd him, and 
the King has confirm'd him: Even ſo, a Biſhop has no new CharaCter conferr*d upon 
him, more than when he was but a Presbyter or Elder, .ſave only the King's Ordination, 
or Mandate, or Conze a? Eſlire, (The Eleftion of the Dean and Chapter js a meer mocke- 
ry as aforeſaid, beſides the playing with Edze-l os, and mocking of God.) Biſhops and 
Pregsbyters nſed to be choſen, juſt as Parliament-Men are choſen, by the Majority of the 
Vores of the People. (as (hall be more particularly proved in the Concluſica, in the Chapters 
concerning Biſhops aud Ordinzation,) Thus Pax! and Barnabas were choſen and ordain'd 
by the whole Church; Acts 13, 3. Perhaps the chief Church-Members 4aid their Hard 
#07, or ordain'd the Miniſters, Miſſioners, or Meſſengers of the Church; but the worſt 
Member had as much Power and Yertue to ordain a Meſſenger, Elder or Biſhop, as the . 
beſt. Biſhop or Presbyter, if the Majority of Votes had ordain'd and ſo appointed, as is clear 

from Scripture, and the Pratice of the Primitive Church, and ſhall be more particularly ins 

o | ſiſted upon in the C oncluſion, in the Chapter of Ordination, 


ES A A 1 
'L Rab AAR 68 mal A atk Sifmore than chuſing, approving, or ſetting a Man apart for an Office, 
oF todo buſineſs relating to this Life or a better ? (I will not ſay) in Church or State, or as 
: fl 24; Clergy-man or Lay-man : For theſe are idle, ungrounded, vain and odious Names of Di- 
' 41 ſtinCtion, and has not only confounded our Notions of things, but has been, and yer is 
"7": 1Tthe cauſe of molt of our Confuſions, in (what Men miſchievouſly diſtinguiſh and call) 
©: $- Cburchand State; which are #0 rws things, nor ewo diſtintt Bedies, if you make them ſo, 


; os uv muſt make :w9 Xing, and two diſtintt Heads to theſe two diſtint B:dies, and that is 
NF 00 mM fo Vert 


O vl K- : 

{2 And if you mak@a Clirgy-mar and a / "Wh two diſtinCt forts of Perſons, you make 
N of 4 plas God never made: And if fo, then Clergy-man! (1 muſt Catechize you.) 
(| ho mad ow ſo ? God: It isfalſez For God in Holy Scriptures does not call the Preachers 
Ml 3 but the Hearers 3 not the G!jbcps, Presbyrers and Miniſters the Clergy, but the Hearers 

and. Fleck are God's Clergy, 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2, 2. 

Te Presbyters nhich are amongſt yur, I exhort, who am alſo a Presbyter, or Elder, 
or Earl, or Aldermen; or Grand Senior; no greater Name can well be given. St. Feter 
was a Presbyter, can there be a greater Diſciple of Chriſt ? And the Presbyters to whom 
he preacti*d; and were under him, are the ſame with Biſhops, and thoſe Presbyters alſo 
to whom St- Pal preacht at Epheſus, and arecalied Presbyters in one Verſe, are called 
£iſhops 1n ancther, and tlieir Auditors or Flock are called (the Cl72y, or) God's Heritage, 


i * | 
refed Bi 2674/1256, al be ances os Bayregriatice of this 


Word (Clery or God's Reritage) !9 themſelves forſooth ? 

1'}}tell you: Firſt, it is clear that s* all the Hily Scriptures this Word (Cl.rgy, or God?s 
Heritage) is rever-menticned excepiiinthis place, 2 Pet. 5. 3. 

Secondly, It is as clear as the Word Clergy, or God's Lot, belongs 4s «ch at legit to 
the Layety, (as they call them in ſcorn) if not more tban to Presbyters, or B:ſhops, or Pa- 
ſtors, who by another proud Word too, call themſelves Divires, for diltinftion ſake ys 

the 


© ——  _—_— 
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the Flock, juſt as they have robb'd the Layety of their 6%7 Name Clergy, 'which by God 

was given to the Layety in Holy Writ. Sf WA. « of { po. 
ents 


| 
Thirdly, When the Pope and Biſhops made Encroach ſarpations updn the 2 6. | | 
CAu | 


Princes and Emperors, taking their Dominions into the Church and St. Peter's Patrimony, 
then, the Pope and Biſhops fceling their own Strength, that they had Strength enough FW 


themſelves ( as a dsſtinit Body ) to goe alone; than they ſet up for themſelves, 4nd made 
n.w and diſtintt Corporation in the World, called The Church, The C lergy, The Lords Sprritua 
which is (a Title abſolutely, and by Name) forbidden as a Prophane Name, 1 Pet. 5. 3+ 
And alto in the very next Words in the ſame Verſe, they are forbid to Rob the People | 
| of the good Name ( of Clergy or God?s Heritage ) becauſe God gave the Flock that Name; 37 j 
/ and Peter charg'd the Biſhops (as our Saviour did before) that they ſhould rot be Lords, Lon —\ 
| nor Domineer, ror exirſe Loraſhip, as the Princes of the Gentiles do ; for their was no | 
ſuch Dijti4t:on, nor prophane Names of D;ſtin&ion, as Clergy and Layety, Spiritual Lords 
and Temporal Loras, there was but one ſort of Clergy, the Flock ; and bur one ſore of Lord: 
( Lemporal ) the Princes or Temporal Lords; For it is a Feſnitical Tenent (which we pra- 
ctice, and an old popiſh Tenent and Error) in making Dominion to be Founded #7 Grace ? 
or to talk of Spiritual Lordſhip, quaten Spiritual Men, or Apoſtles ; -for it is toridems 
Yerbss, and by Name forbidden the Apoltles, 


I grante that a more Honourable Office or Officer cannot be in Natore, than a good Phesby- 
ter, or Biſhop; nor can that Holy and Spiritual Ofhce be more Debaucht and pra- 
phan'd than by making ſteps of D:vinity to mount over all Humanity : This is to Kane 
counter and Ruffle the whole courſe of Nature, and make Heaven a pair of Stairs (whither 
go you ſo faſt? ) To Hel, To Hell? And the Devil, by the Pomps and Vanities of this 
wicked World! (contrary to the (pretended) Vow #n Bpt:ſm ; of which a Biſhop (one 
would think) ſhould make a Conſcience. | 

Thou that ſayſt a Man ſhould not Steal, (ſaith Paul) doſt thou Steal and FlichWfen's 
good Names, that God hath given them, (the Clergy, the Church } and appropriates them ta 
thy ſelf and thy Coat ? File for ſhame, this is a proud and covetous Encroachment, (tak- 
#17 in the Common, by wicked Incloſures) forſake the Devil and the Pope, the Pomps 
and Vanities of this wicked World. In the Concluſton (/*4 rel! rhe) what Biſhops were 
in the pureſt and primitive Times, and how much now th:y are unlize what they ought to 
be, if they. have any Conſcience or Keaſon,inthem ; but if not, they are fit for any thing ra- 
het thran Biſhops. RD 

Which Honour of Biſhip or Presbyter, (for they are all one, or little or no difference) 
= ®O99 nav od wan, faith Chryſtom ( Homil. x1. m Tim.) very little, 20 more than (as aforeſaid) 
| betwixt the Honourable Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, -and the Honourable AMem- 
bers, no more, if ſo much : But this Honour no an taketh of bimſelf, but he that is called 
of God, as was Aaron ;z where note by the way, that he that is cale4 by the Church, is ſaid 
to be called by God, or the Holy Ghoſt; as As 13.2, 3. But how was Azron called of oe 
God ? By being Ordained Highe-prieſt : Who Ordaind him ? The Captair, the Lay-marn (as 5Þ 
you call him) the Prince, by Name AM/cs- 

And why may not Moſes, or any King or Prince, Preach (in bis own Perſon, and Ad-Ta/ 
miniſter the Church Keys # h:s own Perſon } as well as ordain a Deputy, or Depats:3, called 
Aaron's, if be be a Member, as ſurely the Head is the chiefeſt Member ? 20 {/ſ NA 

A King Preach! You'll ſay, that wonld be worth the Hearing: Yea, ſoit 1s $3 and dbesyw- 
not his Sacred Majeſty Preach publickly once a Week (more or leſs) as occaſion ſerves? al (2. | 


What in the Pulpit, as the othex King Henry aforeſaid ? What matter is that ? Whether 


33 i D 2 the 


zputed by the King, and Commiſionated for the Work. 
rt; he ſhould be ſo Deputed and Commiſſtonated, as other Judges 
he that gives a Deputation, may upon Male Adminiſtration take it away z and if 
” Arch biſhop, Biſhop, or other Prelate of them all, pretend Jus Divizum for 
at Prelacy ; it is not only fal/e, but they incurr all of them a Premunier, by the Statutes 
of:Provifor's, made ever in popiſh 153mes, againſt thoſe bold Intruders and V/aurpers upon 
te Throne ; nay,nay, if the Bock or the Biſhop can Check mare the King, (put them all toge- 
Cher in a bag) the Game 1s at an end, | 

What's the matter with theſe People, that do not know themſelves ? If they do not, 
tney muſt, be made to krow. themſelves; wherefore elſe do 1 beſtow el] this pains- upon 
them-? ' : 

St-. Peter after he was an Apoſtle (are theſe Afen more? ) was a Lay-man, ſo were all 
the. Apoſtles, ever the 1 3th to St. Paul: Peter ſaid, Lo ! I go a Fiſhing 3 we al/o(quoth they) 
wil go with thee ? Did they throw their Nets with their Caſſocks 027 Or did St. Paw weave 
"Tents in #15 Gown ? If not, what fl:h alive would have taken them for Clers y-men, more 
} \ wan other Filher-men.or Weavers, as we fooliſhly and falſely accept and uſe the word, 

Dleppy=iman, 

l7 the old:Teſtament, Eli, SPnuel, &c. were no more 44niſter: than Magiſtrates, no- 
more Prieſes than Judges 3 nor David any more a Prophet than a 'Captairror King z nor- 

S;ty Wile any more a K#"g, thana Preacher (or Eccleſiaſtes.) 
33 | ew Teſtament, Amas, and Caiap»as were Judges and Prieſts alſo; whether 
where they Lay-men then or Clergy-men? The Prs:ft ſat Fudge upon the Bench, and the 
Fauago Pre.ichd, or gave the Charge ; Yea» but not i the Pulpit and th: Church : What 
bt then ? Does that make the leaſt d ference ? He is not fit for the Pulpit, that underſtands not. 
the Lzw of the Lan and Nations, (where he Preaches) nor is he fit for rhe Beach, that 
Eannot prea ch Goſper from thence, as well as from the Pulpy IJ 


7 | f/ gs Pontifex Yſaximm, 
| Chief Prieſts and Chief General or Emperour.J6 f Eh M2. E mA, 
\ #458 Amongſt the Jews, the Scribes and L:wyers were Judge 


onthe Bench,”and Preachers in 

$ne Synagozues alſo: In all Nations it is gerer«ty /»; in Turky they have no Judes bug 

Ge theigPreachers ; nay, our Biſhops R:/: vor th: Church otherwiſe than by Lay Elders, (the 
We orlt that ever were) Sumnrrs, Regiſters, Scribes, Notarics, Canonsts, Officials, Vicarwents 
A ([F6ls, Chwincellours, Commiſſaries, and that Eccleſiaſtical Crew at Ditor*s Commons z never 
was Church in the World /» D:{cip/::.?4: What Repentance * What Pennance ? The 
urſe is puniſh'd, Tat pays the Reckoning { Oh brave Church! Ob ! b-4ave Keys of the Church! 
Sine Golden Keys, ard Dainty Gay Porters, Door-keepers, Key-keepers, or Claviger" | 
{n the fr## four Hundred Tears, after Chriſt Ocill Brfbops, and (afterwards) Tre Pope, made 
ſach Encrnacyments upon tne Layety,as 1onor ant perſons, ſo eſteem'd. /o called, and fo treated) 
never was-aly man ler #7 to the Church, till approv'd: By who? By the Biſhop ? No, by 
7:6 woke Church, Nay, St. Auſtin, after he was Thirty Years of Age, continued a Pro- 
E. >atzoner or Catecunmenſt before he could get Admitt ance into the Church,as 4 Church-mem: 
i Fer, attended 4: the Noor ard waited (as he Confelles in his Book. of Confeſſ.ons and Recan- 


tation; 4 


'\ 

\\ 
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tations) three our ſour Years; and then moft Votes of the Houſe carried it, not Mr. Speak - 
ers alone, as with us; nay, T he Speaker, or Biſhop, or Arch=Biſbop knows nothing of the 
matter with us, but./-aves all, by implicit Faith, 20 Regiſters, 4c. Was ever any Church 
of Chriſt under the Copes of Heaven Governed at this looſe, ſity and perfunftory rate ? 

The Papſts bave much the better on's, for every Prieſt Rules as well as Feed:, uſes both 
D/frine and Diſcij line (of Confeſſion and Pennance) but the great Dicceſan Biſhops permit 
»0 ſuch matter to proteſtant Pre $Hyters: 4rd why? arc not they fitter than Sel-ſou! Regiſters, 
Sumners, Officials ? Tes, much fitter; but then people would ſay that the grear Arche Biſbop, 
that preaches /irrle or nothing of Doctrine, or Biſhops that preach no better (if ſo welland 
ſo often) as when they were Prebyzers only, are good fer nothing more than common Par- 
ſons, except for ruling the Church ? And how do they rule? by implicite Faith i» che Black- 
giard, at Doftors Commons: Bleſs vs! What Diſcipline is here ? For above three hun- 
dred Yeargafter Chriſt, the peoples Fore ordained, and were the only Clavigers, Porters and 
Key-keept to lex men #", and turn them out of the Church. 

So that the Ks»g who is Father of the Countey, is Father alſo of the Fathers Eccleſiaſti- 
cal (as well as Temporal )- whether they -know it or no. 

And if I were of Councel with or for the Biſhops, I would perſwade them to alter their 
popiſh like Style in ſending Proceſs, and keeping Courts in their own Names, contrary to the 
expreſs words of the Statute of Edw. 6, in that caſe made and provided ; as I have pro- 
ved (as yet wnanſwerable ) in my Book called the Te/t, ſeyen years ago) have a care of a | 
BPremunire, Ablot is not a blot till ze be br, butiT it chance ro be hit the Game is at an end, ( ; N; þ 


Let them not ſtrive to be /-dependert, are they Subjects in Spirituals as wellas Tempo 
rals? If Subject, then aCt in the King's Name, as other Commiſſioners do who are Aut 
riſed by him ; but if they dare pretend toa JuriſdiCtion Epiſcopal FJure divino (more than 
a Presbyter) have a care of the Statute of Proviſors, as aforeſaid. 

But ſome Men fear nothing, till it fall as heavy as inevitably. Do we blame Arbitrary 
Pow:r in a King, and allow it ina B:ſop? Or would any Bifſh'p (that knows what rruc 
Canonical obedience is) write in that Magiſterial and Apoſtolical ſtyle with Saint Paul(when 
perhaps the buſineſs is a meer wanton or trivial 1»junttion) 1 might enjoyn you on your Canc- 
nic al Obedience, but for Love ſake 1 rather beſeech you. We owe obedience to Biſhops, and 
Judges, and KINSSs alike i» 1445, namely, toobey them in licitss & honeftis, in all lawful and | 
honeſt things, Lovalty is Legality, if 1 be /ega! 1 2m /»yal. Canonical Obedience ( ſay all 
the Canoniſts) is Ovearentia ſecundum Canonem, If Biſhops (whom l reverence and reſpect } vr iſ 
heartily as thgK 1ng?s Commiſſioners, ſo that they donot exceed and tranſpgreſs theirCommil- 3 
fion) ſhould commend me to ſay inenty Pater neſters every day before Breakfaſt z it is manda- 

um h neft um, bat not tcitum, quia lex non Jubet + It is a good thing, but 1 am not obliged 
tods every good thing, no, nor (lomerimes) not obliged to do the beſt things: #e that 
marries does well, but he that keeps his Virginity does better: If L do well when 1 marry, let = 
the Fryars or Nuns do better that like, and if my Biſhop command me not to marry, wb; Y 
(which is an honeſt Command, but not a legal Command ) but an arbitrary, luſtful, im- mori} 
periow, tyrannical Command, for which the Biſhop has no Warrant, and he talks withour 
Book (which is more per haps than he can do in the Pulpit ) when be prates of his power to 
command, yet for tres ſake be rather beſeeches ; let him firſt learn to obey the Word, and to 
underftand the Miſchief of Impoſitions, poor Heart, before he comes #0 give a Moyiſterial and 

D-gmatical Commana, and tO his Reverend Bretiren (fo in complement he calts them) but _ 
ſes themperhaps like Slaves that mult do his bidding with Cap in hand Jet him command 6:2 ; 
Servants and fv humpelf, | am his Keverend Brother if he do nor ſpeak againſt his conſcience 
wmentire, eft contra Mentem 171, like the Pope who is the greateſt 7yranr under Heaverenſſa 
ving 


i . 
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Vin $ aif, oft Oo $$ Takad their Bodies till they be Carcaſes ; yet bis 
ſtile is Servus Servorum,Servart and Reverend Brother, but T hate the Hypocriſy and diſlimula- 
tion, It looks like Foat*s Complement to Abner, Art thou in health my Brother ? Ard then ſtabs 
him. Go Ja4as, mind the Bag, mind thy God Mammor; mind the Bag, and keep your 
poiſh Complement—D:ar Brotzer—to your ſelf, till you uſe him 772 Refpeit as a br other, 
L. - Comelt thou to betray the Son of Man with a Ki? Thou Hypocritical Ju44:! Gan any 
| Man look into our Chronicles ard not ſee the inſufferable Arrogance of priet the 
Reign of Popery, and fince alſo, in the Reign of our popilh like Ceremony-morger. 

W hat a Slave to Prieſt-craft was ſtout K, William the Conquerour,when A'dr:4 Arch- 
biſhop of Tork required 2 boon of him, which the King was /e bold as to deny ; whereupon 
the Arch: prieſt curſt him, and flung away in a rage out of the room: The King Kneel'd 
and ſaid, He would never riſe till the Arch+b:ſhop would come and abſoive bim : The Courtiers 


beg'd, for they durſt not (lay hold on his Lawr ſleeves, nor) lay 4- H 


'* +» Clerk, but with much a-do and much humble Interceſſion, they perſKWaded 
i to return, and to forgive the poor kneeling King and humble Peni@Wt; 
' Biſhop, Let him Kneel, that he may know what it 'is to vex St. Pecerihn 
the King granting the buſineſs (a Honey matter ) the Arch biſhop did 

bim, and bid him r:ſe. 
The King #n all ceher things was wiſe enou;h, but being bigotted b&#Prieft-craft, and 
Pri:ſt -ridden, he was craz*d with a fooliſh Notion and Superſtition : Nayghe would not fight, 
nor invidde England, till the Pope gave him his BenediCtion, a Banner with a Wafer-God 
incloſs'd in a Golden Crucifix, and alſo one of the Hairs that once came from St. Peter's 


fb: Head. People can ſcarce imagine the imperious force of a filly Ceremony and Superſti- 
Us, He ion, even amongſt Men ( otherwiſe ) wiſe even (at this Dpy) amongſt us, meerly by blind 


quoth the 
S At length 
bim, abſolve 


on and Implicit Faith in @ ſilly Ceremony-monger, becauſe ( like as | ſaid before) the 
w/ WIG ( and unthinking Black-Coat ) makes a great Figure in the Church, and 
ich Nebuchadnezzar the King had ſet up. 

t jGibey pretend that Jmw Divinum js the necaſſary Attribute of Lawn-ſlaves, 
| an "Hl all the little things he Commands are Law and Goſpel, God help his 
\ 230 — No dle and keep him from a Premunire, 

; 7A; Biſhop may poſlibly be a good Man, and a good Schollar, thongh made when 
"Popery influenced the Throne; and ſome of them made ſo, for the unlikelieft 
Atcrits that ever advanced a poor Heart. 
But if he were-not a good Schollar, a good preacher, or a good Linguiſt be- 
( fore, it is not probable that the Conge 4Eſ/lier (let it be got how it will) can 
F improve either his P47ts or his Learning, 
'The King's Mandate can make a Man a Biſhop, or a Lord a Baronet; but all the 
| Kings Mandates in Chriſtenaom cannot make him a better Sckelar, a better Man, or a better 
dt 3!gu;ft; this | can demonſtrate by my own Boon lecye, Acquaintance and Experience, 
UL g1athat they that knew not Sy7/ack, 4ravick, nor Hebrew (belore they got the Conge-dflier ) 
| as are 2s ignorant and unlearned Linguiſts as they were when they only were Presbyters, 
| not 2 jot the mag@improv*d by the King's Mandate in any Knowledge. except that of their 
great new Re74#5; nay without a Miracleztheir buſie Employments from the Parleament:houſe 
to the Caygeil-brard,or to Corfirmations or V:iſitattons,muſt hinder their learned Studj:s, For 
Logs: cannot make a Man a £:ingusſt that was none before. Papiſts pretend (I know 
F” 4 not what, nor they neither) Epe/copa! Charator, but a young Biſhop, a novice Biſhop, a 
Boy-Biſhop, and unlearned Bilbops is a Boy, a Novice /t://; his Bilhoprick cannot make 
him more Learzed, tho? it may make him more Right Reverend (1 grant) than he was 
when but an ordinary Presbyter, In 
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ne SY T Of Bowing to the Name of Jeſu. - . It 
ort, This Ceremony-monger is that Cumberſome Baggage that Peters the Ship of 
the Church in a Calm, and helps to ſink it in a Storm ; but what cares he ? Let the Church 
or State ſinkr ſwim, ſo he can but ſave his own Cargo and himſelf in the long Boat: 

' Nay, like an #nraly Beaſt, when he has drunk h# fill, he blunders and puddles the Foun- 
tains with his feet, that ſo the Streams may be muddy ; this makes a Lean and Cadavercms 
C'crgygahe while Proteſtant World cannot ſample ſuh a jejune Crew; he does well to ſtand 22 bov2. | | 
rp for Penal Laws, and to bring Men with a Conſtable and Warrant (#20 his Church *\Y 
to hear him # Plagiary Notes, or elſe he might read them to the Walls and his Sexton, 
( being conicious to himſelf of his own Emptineſs and Demerit ) for they muſt be very 
hungry that witbout force and conſtraint feed on lean Carrion and cold Crambs. 

Therefore he Careſſes, and Hugs a Patron that has 8 good Living in his Gift ; \ 
te is his Man of Mettal. p 

| have read an Oration in praiſe of 74s, I am apt to think a Ceremony-mongey made 3 0 a; 2 / [ 
becauſe be admires ary Man that carries the Bag, and in his Heart loves Popery, becauſe <1 % 
(like him) it makes /orey of its God, and yer hates plain downright Popery in England, bee ” [4 1 
cauſe it #mcspacitates a Church-man,aad is inconſiſtent with a Dignatory Eccleſiaſtical. For 
though he be of no Religion in good earneſt, yet i'll truſt him for a ſure Stoke againſt 
bare-fac'd popery» whilſt the current of the Laws of preferment runs ſtrong againſt it : 
He'll never kiſs the Popes Tor, (FI warrant you ) whillt he lives in hopes to make Men 
kiſs bis own golden Slippers, 

Thus my Ceremony-monger loves Religion and God too, as the Lyons and other Beaſts of 
the Wilderneſs love him, who ſeek their Meat-from God, P/al. 104, 21. 

Nay» he can Faſt and Pray too, and keep Thankſgiving days (as the State calls in ſhow, 
but in his heart is as Hypocritical therein as the Emperour Charles the 5th. who Ordain'd 
publick Prayers and Faſts to be made to God throughout his many Dominions, for the De- 
liverance of Pope Clement the 7th from Captivity, when he himſelf had taken ks poor 
Holineſs priſoner, and kept him Captive in the Caſtle of St. Angelo in Rome, ; 

Thus mocking God (as the Dean and Chapter does in choice of a Biſhop (as aforeſaid) | 6 by 
after they have recieved the King's Mandate to chooſe N, N.) and begging the aſliſtance of. p Hd/26 | 
the Holy Ghoſt "in their Election of a fit Man to that Holy Office, when they know wellp— N 
enough their Man before -and fit or unfit, they can nezther will nor chuſe; thus (like Evbra. 
im, Hoſ, 11, 12.)compaſſing God about with lies, and the Houſe of Iſrael with Deceir. | 

| Thus the crafty-Fox (the Emperour Tiberizs) Mockt Heaven by Commanding Common | 
Prayers {hould be ſaid throughout the whole Empire for kis /afe Condutt in a progreſs he /7-/. 4 
never intended to make, pro /tu & Reditu (ſays Sueronins ) Supplicationes 3n dixit cum non | 
inter. deret. '} 

Thus the Ceremony-monger. is always crying up the Church, the Church, ( meaning Crt h 
himſelf and ſuch. as himſelf) for what ſoever 442 be makes about Eſtabliſhing the Church,gg,.” b 
"tis the waves (it brings him) which makes him bultle, like King #iram's Servants in hew # 'x 
ing Timber to build a Temple for that God which they neither knew zor cared for, being a lo-FZ_ 
ver of his own Will Worſhip, his Will and pleaſure, more than a Lover of God. 

Uniformity he cryes, and one Mouth, meaning his own; for with his Ifouth be ſhows - : 
n:uch Love, but his Heart (like Ezekiels Auditors) goeth after his Covetouſneſs. | 2 4 N 7 

Yet as covetons 4s be is, he will ſometimes be as liberal as a Prince, to propagate, main- , (| 
tain and «ph»/d that ſingle and Paramount Virtue of his foppiſh ard :{eg a! Ceremonies : And & \ 
therefore at the Choice of Parliament-men, What pains and coſt does he laviſh in making f ff | 
parties for ſuch Men as are moſt like himſelf, and ſuch as he thinks will keep up the out-ſidc 
of the Church, how little ſoever of true Devotion is within; being Zealots for Farth, and 
Per - 
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perhaps true F aith in his Head, tho? he baniſhes Charity by a peral Law; Good or Bad are 

| but empty Names with him, and things indifferent. Is he a Ceremony-morger ? That's his 

» Teſt by which he tries all Men's Religion and D:votion. 4 

| Like the Prince of Darkneſs, he hates the very Sun in the Firmament, if it dil- 

" cover his dark aboad. : 

| JM This Eccleſiaſtical Fop eÞo#es Religion (as other Fops Merry) only for the faig Face, 

f } Shin and gaudy Dreſs, and may be 4 Son of God notwithſtandingz I mean, in that Senſe 

4 3 he Scriptures called the 0!d Gyants the Sons of God, that ſeeing the Daughters of Men, 

| | that they were fair, took them Wives of all, which they choſe meerly for the Skin:deep 

| perfection, eyeing nothing of inward Goodneſs, nor the beauties of the 44:74; -for both of 
them are Carnally-minded, and fieſhly given, hankering after the Law of a carnal Com- 
mandment and Carnal Ordinances; O how he hugs them ! 

j And if any Man dare ſpeak a word againſt the branty of his Miſ— or dare make Com- 
pariſons, or prefer a richer Beauty» O how be ſwaggers with his Curſes and Arathema's 
and Damns him for a Schiſmatick, and jf be can; Jayls him too, and thiere lets him Die and 
Rot: "What Feak againſt Miſ—? 

Thus he is indeed the great Scare-Crow in the Church, a Man of Clouts, that looks 

PF like a Man at a diſtance, but if you ſearch him, be has 0 Bowels ; he wants not Will, but 
power to make his /irrl: Finger thicker than his Predrceſſor*s Loyns, 

His Conſcience is always j#/# of the ſize with that of his Prince, if his Prince be given to 
Wartonneſs, he dares not ſo much as quote the /eventh Commandment .in his Sermon, nor 
rame Adultery. If he had liv'd in 24acedon in the Reign of Alexander, you might have 
known him for a true Courtier by his wry Neck, Regts ad Exemplum, 

His Ceremonies are more fatile and thin than a Spiders Web and can neither catch nor hold 
any body bu flies or ſuch ſilly inſets; yet_he has in their defence the Venom and Gall of a 

Spider, which tranſcends him in one thing, for ſhe begins her Web at ber Bowel, but he 

| has none, as being of the opinion of the Philoſopher Zero, who, amongſt the Diſeaſes of the 

Soul ( which he reckons up ) makes humane Compaſſion to be One, 


y 
| eps 4 buſt /e for his Trinkets, let it make never ſo great a diſturbance or danger to 
| fad pile 


rch or State; pro Aris & Fo +5, he cries ſtand up for the Church; though indeed 
his Arca is the Ara to which he bows ſo devoutly and demurely. 
; IVot that he cares for his Trinkets neither, if he could make more morey by parting with 
: them then he bas got by keeping them he would forſake them ard the Saints foo, with 
Demas, for love of this preſent World,upon a fair proſpect of a better Market ar Thefſalonica, 
in the idols Temple: Amicus Plato, he cries, Amicus Socrates, ſed magis Amici Divitia 
& Honores. 
He is worſe than B4/aam, who could not curſe 1/rael though Balakwould have given 
him his Houſe full of Silver and Gold. 
For my Ceremony-monger is always for that Religion that is moſt in Yogue, and like a 
'\ French-man loves any thing tha is in F.;ſhion, but when out of faſhion he leavs it; like 
| Lice that prey only #pon the Living, but forſake men when they are going to Die; or like 
Rats, that by inſtinCt deſert the Houſe that is reaey to fall, Thus he worlhips ( with the 
Irdian) the Riſing-Sun, | 
When the Herdicant Fryar preached before Cardinal Odeſchalco, the late Pope, before he 
got wp to the infallible Chair, and Cardinal Sachertz, he begun hisSermon thus : St. 
Peter was a Fool, Sr. Paul was a Fool, the Prophets and Apoſtles all Fools, for wanadring about 
3n Sheep«chins and Goat- sins, being deſtitute afftied and tormented in their way to Heaven, 
nhen they might as well have gan thither ( as their ſucceſſors ) in ſcarlet Gowns and ſcarlet Hats, 


The 
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Chap. VI - Concerning Unlighted Candles on the Altar, &c. = 
The Capuchin had an Eye to my Ceremony-monger, or to one as like him as he 
can look. 


For this Ceremony-monger (notwithſtanding bis voluntary Flamility ) is. as praud as 
Lutifer, and Heftors like a Pope againſt all Oppoſition, exalts himſelf above all that is 
called God, valving his Canons above the Statutes of the Realm. 

Thus, as the Papilts preach up the Rules of St. Francws, St, Benedst and St. Doms- 
nick ; that they may be 004 things too (many of them) not only avove the Laws of the 
Laid, but above the Laws of God too, ard ſtrains at a G24, at the (ame time when 
he ſwallows a Camel for in his Prazer before Sermon, he ſpeaks ike a 4457 32 a 
Cheeje, when he prays to 1ere; Þut when he preaches vp the Goſpel - Rul&5, 
then he makes the Pulpit thunder (till the Church Eccho again) with the Canons, Te 
C2n07s, which may te god things too, (fome of them, fo that you make no compart- 
ſons with their be:ters ) making a biderus noſe with preaching up rhern and his Ceremo- 
nies : Methinks he then locks like the Emperor Cal:gula, when with a numerous Army 
he march'd with Colouts flzi.7, Trumpers ſounding, and Drums beating (loud as 2 
Thunder-clap) to gather Cocklc-[nebs, | 

No man more zealouſly c> ie5 up the Laws of the Land and A.ts of Uniformity.,when he 
gets a Non-conformiſt the: eby ypon the Hip, and to Peral- Law him ; but when the po:r2t 
of the ſame Acts and Laws of the Land are tw upon himſelf, or he be commanded t 
do any thing he does nor like, he crys out, Conſcience and the Liberties of Holy Churct/ 
are Invaded : Juſt as the Jews,to affront Ce/ar,they cry*d out, That God alone was thes 


King ;, but to affront Chriſt, rey alter their note, an Pl L 
hus RETaj heavy bard ens on Sher amet erfevons-t5 be bore: but he himlel 
(that is the greater Nonconformi#t to the At of Uniformity with his irrational & illegal 
Ceremonies) 4oes not touch the burd:n with one of his fingers. Yet you cannot well diſ- 
cover him ; for ye ſhall or readily ſee him waſk (but like a Spaniard) neyer-or ſeldom 
abroad without bis Cloak ; beggarly enough 7co (for the moſt part) and can /carcely co- \ 
ver his Ragos, and his beggarly Elements and will-wor ſhip, 
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CHAP. VI. 


Concerning Unlighted Candles on the Altar , Organs, Church»Miftck, 
and other Foppiſh Symbols, &C. 


— 


—=F? E Papiſis (like the Cynick Dirgenes, that went with his Candle and Lanthora 

/ at Noun-day into the Markert-place, to ſee if he could find an honeſt Man there, 

becauſe the Sw coutd 10: ſhow one) at their Idolatrous and Prepolterous Maſs, draw 

the Window-curtains and Window-ſhuts, (as if they were aſ”4a#:*d that the Sun ſhould 

ſee /#cb a dark, Dcv3t:on, and diſſipate the darkneſs (like that heavy Plague ſent by GoC 

to e/£7ypt ) 4 darkneſs palpable, a darkneſs that might be felt: Thus the dark Shop com 

mends the Ware, and like other Stage Plays, AF at Noon-aay by Candlelight to chuſe, 

leſt their 7 inſel-lace ſhould not paſs for Silver-lace, nor their Briſtel-ftones for Diamonds : 

Our Fops, wi#% /e/s Reaſcn, do ſet up Caradles too on the Altar, as well as the Papiſts; 

we mult {till be ike them, and be poprſh Apes, without ſo much as popsſh Reaſoning, Lilly 
though it be ; Ours is Nonſenſe. 

E. For 
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34 Concerning unlighted Candles on the Altar, &&c. Chap: VI. 


For what ſignification of Light can this Ceremony be, any more than a Stick? . A 
Candle unlighted is no more a ſignificant Ceremony of Light than a S::k (before the 
Fire touches it) # 4 Firebrand,l am not only aſham'd of my Fops, but really am aſham'd 
to uſe any words about it ; it is needleſs to expoſe it, and yer is retain'd as a thing of 
value, becauſe that Foppery (amongſt others) made my Ceremony- monger a Man of 
value ; for without them he had /ti# Sate in (the Seat which becomes him; and is too 
good for him) the loweſt Stool in the Church. 

Not that our bleſſed Saviour loves to ſee his Spouſe (the Church) in a ſwtti/h Dreſs, 
no, her Rayment is (or ſhould he) of Needle-work ard wrought Gold; (does any Queen 
deſerve it better ?) but her chiefe(t Beanty is her inward and (piritual Grace and Vercues. 

There's ſomething more than a pretty Face and Porti:n, that wiſe Men look for in a 
Bride ; though my Ceremony-monger (like other Fops) minds /:1:le or nurrng elje, or 
nathing ſo much ; he'll debar you of the Holy Sacrament if you accept not hrs A:ry Croſs 
in Baptiſm, tho? bis hand in making it, looks like 4 C:rcle more than a Croſs, or looks 
like nothing, or either is nothing, or is / do not krow what : And will deny the Children 
the. Bread of Heaven, and rather give it to Dogs if they crouch, except the Children 
will (like popiſh Children) take it in the ſame poſture of Adoration, as the Papilts their 


> s Tranſubſt antiated Wafer ;, tho? it offends the fight; as a Bahoon, ſo much the more 


loathſome, for being ſo like us. 
1 know that Church of England declares #n words againſt any Adoration, tho?. they: 


#2" Yetain the poſture, the popiſh poſture, »ot cr Savionr?s poſture at the Holy Supper, but 


ulgar people mind Wor ks -more than Words; and is not that Spiritual Father very 
Wanton, that will lay a Stumbling-bl:ck (fo popiſh like) to make his we.k Child fall ? 
Yau and 1] can leap over it, but al! Men are not ſo nimble ; and can wear a Surplice' 
or. white Gown as harmleſly as a black ; but others dillike it, becauſe it is a Haſs Prieft®s 
Weed, which 1s true, tho! it is a ſilly reaſon ; but all Menare not Wiſe. 

I read of Vacal Muſick inthe New Teſtament, and ſinging of Pſalms, but not a word 
of..che.little Inſtrument the Violio; nor the great Bag pipes or Organ ; nor of Men 
ihat made a Trade of Singing, as the Beggars do in Bobemzs, and as Gypſes, and our 
Singing-men,and Singing-boys get their living by Cat3ng : Nay, moſt abominably and 
profanely they cant the very Creed : what chopping oi words ſo Judiciouſly-in fo So- 
lemn a Confcſlion of Faith; Br: of rhe Virgin, Virgin, Virgin; Burn of the Virgn Mary, 
Mary,©c. Oh ! molt prophane ! and every body hears this, but who reproves it, who 
amends it ? That. ouzht.to amend ir, and not fit (like ſo man3 unttioking Blackcoats) 
cor minding What is done with ſuch /mpiozs Mckery and filly Echo. 

But why not loſtrumental Muſick as well as Vocal ? There's a vaſtly differeng 
Reaſor, tne poorelt Men, the pooreſt Pariſies have Tongues wherewith to praiſe 
God, but have not ſo much ſaperfluous Money to ſpare» as to buy Organs, and then 
21vC aS.MUCR Or More to Maintain an Organiſt, as tie Vicar aas. 

Some Biſhops talk of Uniformity and oe Afourh + Why not one ſound 109? A poor - 
Country Man may beas good a Chriltian, asa rich Citizen, Broker, or Ulurer, that 
has ſuperfluous Money to buy Organs, which if ic conduce to Godlinels, the Biſhops 
onght to commend it to the poor, as well as to the rich Courtier, Kiog or Queen ; and 
atlow ſome Thouſands yearly (ſurely he can ſpare it freely for tbe promotion of Gods 
lineſs and Uniformity which he fo cries up: ) but Mum not a penny, I'll ſecore 
10, to make one Sound, and one Mouth. 
And who can blame that Country-man (tho? all the Charch lavght.at him in the 


great 
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great Ally) when the Pipes begun to play,he fella Dancing, having never heard the like 
before, except the Bag-pipes in an Ale-houſe, where he did always uſe to Trip it ? 

And the Country People do think that they want ſome expedient and requiſite 
Devotion, in Prayers and Praiſes, or elſe they and all the World muſt think that this 
Popilh-like Muſick and Organ, is too much Superſtition. 

But what can my (i!ly Ceremony-monger ſay for himſelf why Sentence ſhould not 
be pronounced againfi him for an impenitent Diſlemer, Anathematiz'd, and then'by 
(his own invention, the {trange Writ 4e Exco», capiends) be Gaol'd, aud tormented 
(like poor Diſſenters from the ACt of Uniſormity) till he Roar apainz and then depriv'd 
and degraded !- Come! Perillzs! **Tis but juſt you ſhould handſel your own Brazen 
Bull. For Difſenters (by Omiſſjon) are pardonable, they may pretend weakneſs and 
Conſcience ; but in thole needleſs, filly, irrational, illegal and unſcriptural Ceremo- 
nies, what canſt thou plead but wantonnef+, folly and impudence ? 

Mulick is a great Spender, the greateſt Spender and Waſter of time, in the acqueſt 
of all Sciences,to be expert aad ready at it: Nay you'll loſe it too, if you have not 
a great deal of-walte time (from buſineſs) to throw away upon it : Pavid had no- 
thing to do, when he was young, but fit on a Hill and pipe to his Sheep, and finger 
his Lute and Harp, in which by uſe he was ſo skilful that ic made him a Courtier 
Qthough King Sa! had forgot him when he-kilPd Gol:ab ) but he had often before us'd 
to play the Devil out of him: And inſtrumental Muſick was as Natural to him as 
P{alms;-his Fingers as good at it, as his Tongue: if Menbe brought up in Hunting, in 
Malickz -©&c. they*ll ſcarce leave it, wheo otder or: richer, but rather uſe it the 
more, and improve it ; -and when we have got Davi#'s Skill, and King Davia's Ex- 
chequer, we'll have as many Organs, and kill as many Bullocks for a Sacrifice as he 
did, if we have nothing elſe to do with our Money ; or cannot tell how to while off 
ap hour or two, in Devotion, without Organs to divert us. 

However, we may make my Ceremony-monger pull 4own his Organ, and ſell it 
to the Play-houſe or Muſick-houſe, becauſe is is a Ceremony not contained in the 
Common-prayer-book, and therefore againſt Uniformity, and againſt his At of Uni: 
formity, with which he does ſo Mouth, crying, One Mouth, one Mouth, why net 
one Sound, one Sound, as well in «ll Churches ? 

My Ceremony- monger pretends to have a wonderful Z:al for knowledge and a- 
gainft ignora!.ce, and would have the Youth inſtructed (: the Catechijms ) to admira®» 
tion, like the Phariſee, of old, and yet to his utmoſt takes away the Key of Knowleage 
from the people, gettirg the Pre/s Monopoliz'd 0 kim/elf many times, and (ſtopping 
the Preſs 3nd the Palpit- D,ors ) Silencing thoſe, to chuſe, that diſcover his Buffoo- 
nery in Religion; taking a pride in a Tyrannical preheminence, (like thePuariice 
too) and ſaying, Thr theſe ſame People who know nor the Law are accurſed » He 
would gladly be accounted the Domize fac-Totum, and yet does nothing (at all that 
good #4, nor permitting others to do itz he neither encers in himſelf, and they that 
would enter in, he hinders, except he may be the only Authcntick, Porter, or Door 
keeper, ſcorning that Almighty God ſhould give any Man betrer Eyes than his owns 
though he, poor Soul ! fees but glimmeriag, and by SpetFacles, in a Glaſs dvkly, 
and all to uphold the high Seat he has got in the Church, (/ krow nt bow; and yet 


| do too, i part, though not ſo well perhaps as the Pope*s Nancio, or the Amballa= 


dour Caſtlemain, or Father Peters ) 


E 2 T's 


The CONCLUSION, 


CHAP. 1 
Of Sureties in Baptiſm. 


N D now you may ſee by the Pitture 1 have drawn, that a Ceremony-monger”s Soul, 
and Conſcience is neither ruP'd by Holy Scripture, right Reaſon, nor by the 

Law of the Land ; but in deſpight of all theſe, ſome of them are ſuch only through 
Cuſtom, Ignorance, Llind Devotion, implicit Faith, and apiſh Imitation z others, and 
thoſe no ſmall fools, upon Deſign, Euckoy'd by Avarice and Ambition : But, C.fom 
w a ſecond Nature, cven in Religion too, or more properly, Szperſtiti;» : Cuſtom is 
the Father, and Ignorance is the MMther of their Devotion : As ſoon may an Ethio- 
pian change his Skin, or a Leopara his Spots, as a Ceremony-monger his foppiſh Super- 
ſition, he is ſo accuſtomed to it. C»fom can beget nothing upon a Man of Reaſon, a 
Man whoſe Reaſon is not clouded; and yert.Cuſtom has a Brood in the World far more 
»wmerous than Truth could ever beget ; becauſe Truth, the Father of wiſe - Men 
never beget any thing, but upon Ke the Mither of true Devotion : - But theſe Mo- 
thers are butTew, and therefore there are but few of the Breed, very few rational 
Men, and Rational Chriſtians, in compariſon of the Numbers of thoſe that go the 
broad Way, and go in at the broad Gate that lezdeth to DeitruCtion ; and many there 
he that go in thereat z namely, a!! thoſe whoſe Religion and Worſhip has no other 
Ground, except Cuj{c-n (in Conjunction with A4cther Ignorance) for their foppiſh De» 
rotion; and Covetouſneſs, for their Knaviſh Saperſtition, 

Thus the poor filly naked [:dias, in America, (I have catechized them) and ask*d 
them the Reaſon, Why they did bow 70 ſuch an Id, that was n0:hing more than other 
lord aud Trees of which it was made ? They had all one and the ſame Anſwer, namely, 
Cuſtom, and their Peer's : Peer's, What arethey ? but a certain crafty ſort of Men amongſt 
1hem, that lead the reſt of the ſops by the Noſe, by ſome Superſtitions of their own 
Invention, called Pew”; that is, Pricf/s of the Devil, whom they worſhip in that bow- 
ing ldolatry; for they never worſhiped God, (whom they acknowledpgein dark appre- 
henſion ) for they ſay, G94 1s good ; and ſome of them will ſay, God :5 a good Man, and 
vill not hurt them, and therefore they worſhip the Devil to allwage his miſchievous 
Wrath. 

Even { our En2lth foppiſh Ceremony-mongers anſwer, (when 1 catechize them) 
and ask them the Reaſon of their bowing to the Atir when terre 45 no Fad, and to the 
aſt when there is nor bing Divine morethagin the South ead North, and the Altar no- 
$4177 but a niece of Waud made of the ſame Wood and Trees with the Pues, the Stools 
20 the Pulpit: then juſt like the naked 1,454ars That are but jalt one degree (if they be 
C mach) remov*d from a Monkey, anſwer, that it 1s a Cao, and their (Pecos, or) 
friclts Joſe, and therefore the ror Afes rmitate, tnat?s all, 

Qhl bur the Prarfes are craftt, and have foine more Realon (though a wicied one) 
to bow 19 nothing z they do nat bow for nothing, they get a place by it and Prefermentz 
$n1 thereſo:c re forc'd to per as many Fools as taey can to be their Diſciples and 
Foilowers; for when Omwles are alone they ers houted at, but not Birds that fly in 
£1 abs, tignst they be Fark dans, | have 
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| have asked ſome of them a Reaſon for their confuſed and profane, irrational and un- 
ſcriptural bablizg together the reading pſalms, and all their Anſwer is, that (it is granted 
that) it is a confuſed Noiſe, and therefore unintelligible z but their Prieſts do ſo; and the 
ſinging Boys, ard they are accuſtomed to it. *Tis a very honeſt Confeſlion, but is this 
Man-|ike, or Baboor-like ? 

| Lave asked ſome account alſo, of others,how Organs got into the Church,to make ſuch 
2a Noiſe, and at ſo great a Charge and Expence in the firſt purchaſe and contiruance ; 
Fudas's Queſtion is proper here, {o what purpoſe is this Waſte? Hed they not better be 
jold, and the Organilt's Salary retrenched, and giver to the Poor ? 

They anſwer, that Mr. Alderman was willing withal, and that he could not ſtay along 
Hour or two out of his Counting-houſe, at Devotion, without ſleeping; and therefore, how 
clunch fiſted ſcever he uſed to be at other times, yet on this occafion he nimbly opens his 
purſe to pay the Muſick, for that it either erps him from ſleeping, or jogs and awakens him, 
and makes him ſtare and look up; therefore,&c, Ay, ſay no more, you have ſaid enough, 
and you deſerve to be a Lawreat as well as Sir Job: Suckling*s Alderman 3 come, clap the 
Lawrel upon the Alderman's Head, 

But of all the brisk Reaſons af my Cercmony-monpers, that of a Sh? Ceremony-monger 
was very ſurprizng, when being asked, why ſhe in defiance of plain S$criptnre, ſpoke in 
the Church, anſwered nimbly, That her Tongue was fo uſed to wag at home, that ir 
could not lie ſtill in the very Church; and yet the ſame Charch-pratcr was ſilenced when 

veſtioned, Why ſhe, in imitation of the DoCtor's bowsng hzs Noddle to the Altar, Madam 
Lintibew made a Courteſie and bowed both her Knees? No reaſon could be got for that 
Mimickry, that is no more like, than an Apple is like an Oyſter. 

And all the Reaſon that ſome Brſhops can give, why they ordain many times, rude, illite- 
rate, wnthinking Dons to the Pulpit to teach others, and know nothing of the Matter, no» 
thing of their own Knowledge,no Divinity is concocted or digeſted, and made their own, 
and in their Head and Heart, the Body of the Law is digeſted by a Lawyer, before he is 
fit to come to the Bzr; and the Body of Phylick by Phy licians, before they are fit to feel 
the Pulſe, or to be Licenſed.) 

His Anſwer is, 7 bat he truſts to his Deacon, or Arch-deacon, by implicit Faith, He be- 
lieves as the Arch-deacentells him,and that the form and manner of ordaining Deacons, Pri: 5, 
and Biſhops, requires #0 more ; well, it is wel,"t:5 very well anſwered, and moſt Epiſcopally. 

And why do you Confirgy, and lay Hands judderly upon ſo many ignorant Perſons, that 
underſtand not one Article of Faith, nor can ſo much as ſay the Creed? The anſwer is, 
The Common-prayer Book requires no more than to believe by 1mpl:cit Faith, the fitneſs 
of all that the Pari(h PrieF [ays 1s fit, he muſt take ic for granted, and believe as the Prie#t 
telieves, ard {ee with other Mens Eyes ; but that is the Fault ( Brother ) of your Conſti- 
ention, that obliges you to more Work and InſpeAion than any Mortal can perform. 

Belides, where do we read (except in the Maſs- 05 and Common- Prayer Book ) of ſuch a 
thing inyScripture as Co: firmation by a Biſhop ? That Scripture of little children coming to 
Chriſt, and he laid his Hands upon them and bleſſed them, is, in the Cyrmmon-Prayer Bock, 
apply'd to 1rfant Barts/m, in the Office of publick Baptiſm z and #19? incongruomſly (too) for 
that purpoſe ; for Je/#5 baptized rone,neittier Men, Women:nor Children,but his Diſciples 
did that : Nay, the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles went about co jirming the Diſciples by 
ſoand'preaching,but he baptized very few; one;or two,or three,#: cf {es that he did bap- 
tize,and if he had baptized any more be had furogt; therefore he did not make ſuch a buti- 
refs of it in kis cwn perſon. And as for laying Hands #pon any Ch:l t#rcror other, there is 
not the leaſt mention of any ſuch matter, How came itghen intothe Church ? 77 r:ll you. 
Intallts 
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Inf avis being not able to make a Confeſſion or Profeſſion of Faith and Repent ance, which 
two are required of all Perſons before they be baptized (as ſaith Church of Ergland in her 
Dottrine Catechiſtical inthe Common- Prayer-bock, and ſo ſaid St. Auguſtine; but  beligye 
neither of them.) | 

But, becauſe that Inf arts, by reaſon of their tender Age cannot perform them; therefore 
they do perform them by Proxy, or by Sureties, becaule the Sureties do promſe (a wile Reade 
ſon, for Promiſes may be broken) they fl! perform, buth Faith aud Repentance, whea 
they come to Age. | 

Ay ! Here's a wife Reaſon for a Learned Church, and enough to make all Rational Men 
(that have » ot {off rherr Reaſon ) be Anabaptilts, or at leaſt, /ike Witches, to den y thear 
Baptiſm in {nfancy- 

For all Promiſes and Vows are either broken or kept; but the Promiſes and Vows of 
Godfatfiers and Godmothers in Infant Baptiſm, are /e/dom or never kept z but are broken 
Vows, and broken Eonds and Promaſt s, 

The Snreties Promiſe and Vow, that the poor 7/olvent Child (that cannot ſpeak for it 
ſe}f) ſhall when it can hear (for Faith comes by hearing) have Faith ; and when it can 
{jeak, and gets Wir, then it ſhall have Grace toconfeſs and repene, 

But: ſuppoſe the Child Itveto have Wit enongh to be a Ceremony-monger ; Had ever 
any Man or Woman of them ee Grace 10 confeſs, recant and repent # And then the Pro- 
miſe of the Sureties is ct w:yth more than ſome Lord*s Promiſes, not worth a Farthin, 

Again, ſuppoſe the Child prove Deaf, or Dumb, or a Foel, the Sureties Yow they do not 
know wh:t; nay, If it live to be 9any*a, as many are for Thieves, Witches, Murderers; how 
is the God-tathers and God-mothers V ow and Promiſe perform'd, when they vow'd and 
promiſed for the poor Child in Baptiſm, that it (ſhould for ſake the Devil and all his Works, 
the Pomps ard Vanitits of this wicked World, and all the ſinful Luſts of the El:ſh, 2aly, They 
vow and promiſe that C! i'd ſhall believe all the At ticles of the Chriſtian Faith 5 do they nor 
break their Vow, if poor Child prove to be a Sceprick,a Hubbiſft, or an Atheiſt ? z1y, They 
vow that poor Child ſhall keep Gods Heuly will and Commandment, and walk un the [ame all 

the days of its Life : Dothey not break their Vow, if, poor Child, for whomthey {wore, 
(a /olcmn Yow and Premiſe, inthe preſexce of God, being an Oath) bappen to turn Apoſtate, 
Papiff, Mahometan, or Iutdel, are not the Sureties a{ torſworn ? And though they ve, or 
be 1.0tythere*s the miſchief,»o gcod can pollibly come of it; but that which is incumbent vpon 
Parents,ard which Sureties ſeldom or never mird, namely, Chriſt:an Education ; ard it lo, 
they ſhould ct STewr ad Vow in the Child's Name, that Child does or ſhall belzeve and 
Repent : Jt is cno:rgh to promiſe gc0d Exucation (if the God-ſathers and God- mothers be bare 
rei, or old e1,d pail Children ; in ſuch caſe, it z enmzh to be ſo kind and careful) of arothcr 
Mar*s Child; Burt if they have Chilrcn of their own, or likely to have'any, it is coo much 
becauſe Charity ſhould begin at Home. And therefore the ſaid Vow and Promiſe, is but 
uſual'y the the commen Diſcourſe of Hectors and Bullies: (7 ſwear and voy, they cry, 
on al! Occaſions) when they ea 7 ot24ng by Vowing and Swearing, but for [wearing , 
and adding « Lye to the Promile and Vow. 

Fir/i Then the Sureties promiſe that whickno-honeft Man can honeſtly promiſe,who makes a Conſcience 
of a Vow, becauſe he promiſes that which is impoſbble for him to perform, 

Secondly, If the Infolvent Child be be bound by Sureties and good Bayh,if he leave them 7s the Inrch,he wrongs 
them rot,he gave them no (ſuch Ccmmithon,Power, Deputaticn, Authority, or Requeſt to promiſe and vow in 
bis Ncme;, And therefore thar 1alk of a Yew in Bapti(m is nonſenſe, idle, and vain; How cana Man break a 
Kow, or a Bond that he never made; but his Sure:jes made it in his behalf, Ay, without bjs order, knowledge, 
ere, or defire; How is Child concern'd therein, any more than orher Children in the World? I hate to bear 

. Nonſenſe, much more to preach it, except I were ſure, I was to preach to none but Fops, that ſwalow every 
7 bing that the Prieſt puts in their Mouth (L ke the V Vater-God) without chewing, 
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ſe another Mans Faith or Repentance (that h 
iſo Me Y (calle Works of Supererrogation by the Pap:#s) to ſpare, hea 
vaints departed, St. Bridger, St. Wimfred, St. Francis, St. Ignatius Loyola, 
yarture, as £ 1a Legacy to the Pope (as the Papifts hold) Faith and Repen 
app "_ inthe World, to whom the Pope gives (00, ſells) ro any tha 
"If Works of Supererrogation be true, it is the fir 

j iſhoprick, 
: poof oY. he tool and his Money be ſ-on parted, and a Man get nothi 
ined Eaich and Repentance, by relyivg thereon, as Church 
(enſe is ir for Church of England, on (uch idle and falſe Principl 
performed, (though never ſo much promited to be performed) by Pro 
PI God Almighty would (like ſome Creditors) take Sureties 
form and pzy Faith and Repentance, then fall upon the Surette 
rpule, But, Godis juſt, the Soul 1bat Sanetb it ſhall die, and the Soul 
bo Faved but | fear the beff Proteftant has nothing to ſpare for a poor 
nk Suppofe (which is poſſible) that rhe Suretics are Inſolvent, 
for themſelves : then ail this great Fat is in the Fire, they can never 
have not wherewith to diſcharge their own Debts, let them promi 
as they pleaſe for other People ;, any Fool or Beggar cax promiſe t: 
v hat tignific Premiſes, Vows, or pe 2r ndoanee 
La#ly, Which is the ſaddeſt Caſe of al, (or not a Pin to chule) ſup 
Sureries, as are the greateſt number (by far) in this populous Town | 
ries, nor the Sign of the Crols is required; then they muſt bring Sureti 
ſhall be ſigned with the Croſs. But half the Pariſhes in this Town 
bliged to carry Child to another Church. Now you are graveld, Mr, 
what to do or ſay. 


of Enzlaxd hi.lds; then 
es, tO talk of Faith and R 
xy, Or by Sureties. 

, and quem pro quo, 
tres,ard make them ſm 
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es afcerwardsto Church, and then it 
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Again, thoſe that have Churches, will not, or caznor, for Love nor Mony, get ſuch good natur'd and kind 
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omiſe, vow or {wear for the Child; What wil 
on A na in private Baptiſm, without Sureties, 
truly and fully, or #01? 


| the Croſs. ; | 
wrt” Ns A Wo tbee, and thy filly Dofrine, of makin 
before a Child be capable of Baptiſm : And when you had _—_ (o 
it wotſe with 4 nonſenſic:l whimſey of Sureties performing F zith and | 
ling both. Sureties, (Sponſores} Cullomers not more filly than ancient, even in 
remember, (but have not time to turn to it) but an Errour not ſo old as : 


reigning here upon Earth a Thovland Years perfonally, as the Millenaries hold 


þ hyp net Promiſe of Sureties gives either true Faith and Re 
is aothing worth, is falle Coin, it cannot, ſpall nos paſs ”_ any longe 
come zhereby, then is this velieving and penitent Child capable a ſo of gry 
for no 01her Qualifications can be requitite ; Faith and Repentance firs bem f 
' mult needs ft them for the means of Grace, in the way to _ Rh, 
the Wall with this Argument, (and ſo muſ# Cbuyrch of Txclend) till the 
tiſm, than zbey tell us in their Catechiſm and Common: prayer. pn. me 
of St. Auguſtine, who ahaenqFongins like Spoon- meat, down the 
Ts 1 e ord $ . : 
TY yk them cas let them eat and drink alſo for them, 
Name and ftead, and go to Heaven alſoin their Names and fead. Bnd 


o 
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CHAP. IL 
Of. Eſcapes in the Common+Prayer Book in reference to the A- of Vniformity. 


Hat! Shall we have 9 Ceremonies at all then? Oh! yes, yo:w fi? ſo you'll be con+ 

tent, and not impoſe your ſmall ſenſe upon others in Canons and Acts of Unifor- 

»iity 3 which are not only vain Attempts hitherto, ( even fince the firſt general Tonnci! 

of Nice ) but all the great Wars in Chriſtendom, upon tie ſcore of Religion, the innocent 

Bloud ſpilt berwixt the Ariarsand Athaveſians, the Papiſts and Proteſtants, the Contors« 

miſts and Nonconformifts, the Animoſities, Gaols, Ruins, Fines, Impriſonments, Sm:rhfels 
Fires, and bloudy Inquifition, mult all be charged at the foot of this Account, 

It is ſtrange that Chriſtians will not be content with the /mpoſirions and Hts of Vnifor- 
mity, which God the Holy Jeſus and his Apoſtles have provided. #257 thin Faith, (faith 
the Apoſtle) bave :t ro thy ſelf? Haſt thon a Ceremony thou art fond on? It may be 
good, it may be bad, make much ont, keep it to thy ſeli; to thy own Maſter thou [tand- 
clt ar falleſt. 

We have general Rules, as to honour God with our Subſtance or Eſtates, in Works 
of Charity, which is the greateſt Thing in Religion, and without which all thy Faith 
and Hope is nothing, as ſaith St. Pat; or is a dead Carrion as ſaith Sr, Fames, becauſe 
Charity, the Soul of Faith is departed, when thou evidences thy Faith to be a nothjng 
| Faith, a dead Faith, by deſtroying Charity, in killing and impriſoning thy Brother for 
> Ares Faith's ſake ; and perhaps thy weak Zrother ( for whom Chriſt dyed ) through thy_/m- 
:{1tions, and penal As of -Vniformity, Adts that are not only miſchievous in breaking 
Mex 'Fthe Peace and Unity of Brethren, not only uncharitable in beating thy .Son or thy Bro- 

ther, becauſe be is blind ; reftcre him to his Sight in the. #Þirie of Meekpeſs, is the Apo- 
itles Rule, 2{-ws will not cure his Blindneſs, 

Belides, Vniformity is an unnatural, impoſſible, and therefore an irrational, wicked, 
and vain Attempt. Go, Teach God to make 4 new Heaven with Uniformity of Stars, and 
Skies ſpanz1-d unifiymiy, they are row all of different forms and features: Go, teach 
him to make Men «form, they are all now of different forms and features: Go, teach 
him to make a new Earth, and ſet a new Face on it; the Landskip now looks ſo much 
the more lovely by the Variety which God and Nature ſeems to delightin; And wilt 
thou ( thon ſilly Ceremony-monger and Projettor) be wiſer than God ? 

{f thou haCit {cen our blefled Saviour ſometimes ſtand and pray, ſometimes kneel and 
pray, ſometimes lie on a bed or couch and eat the holy Snapper, ſometimes fall upon his 
face and pray; if then had(t ſeen this variety, thou wouldlt have excommunicated him, 
then capra1*d him, ga0Pd him, if thy fierceneſs had not kicked him and and ſpurned him 
up, hadit thou bur had an A of Vriformity to back thee. 

\Ve arc bound to honour God with cur Subſtance in Works of Charity ( the greateſt 
Duty) but how much, when, and how, in particular, is left to the diſcretion and liberty 
of every Man, no rule of Impolition js or can be made adout it. 

We are oblicged to honour God with our Boates, the leaft thing in true Worſhip, for 
bedily exerciſe profiteth little z but how much, when, and how in particular is left to 

; the diſcretion and liberty of every Man, norule of Impoſition #s or car be made about it. 
< ” @'. Then you'll fay the Church of Ergla»d was miſtaken in one of her-XXXIX Articles, 
that ſays 1 he Church has Power to app:4it Ceremonies: And alſo the King and Parliament 
were miſtaken in the 4 of Vriformity, that enjoyns all Biſhops and Clergy-men on pain 
of Deprivation to ſubſcribe, aſſent, and conſent to all and every thing, as #rue, which 
is contained in the Common-Prayer Book. Here 
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Here is 4 heavy Charge, Convocation-Houſe, and Parliament-Houſe, both upon 
my back 3 but come ore ar once, and Fil deal with them both one after another, as 
well and as faſt as I can, 

Firlt then, 1 ſay, in general, That any Decree under Heaven, that is either nn- 
lawful or impoſſi»ie r9 be obeyed, is not. at all obligatory : This is ſo plain, that it needs 
no farther proof ; it 15 like the Light of the Sun, ſelf-evident ; if the Sur /bine no Man 
doubrs-it, but he that is . {/7d, or wks on purpoſe, leſt he ſhould be convine'd. And 
as to that Articie, v:z. The Church bas power to enjoin Ceremonies, —it,fonfonn1ds all 
rhe Ceremony-mongers amonglt us. And in all my Travels, Reading and Diſcour- 
ſes, 1 gever met wita any Man, Biſh p, Prieſt or L2y-man that ever did, could, or 
durſt explain what is there meant by Church, 

{f it be caken for the Clergy, either inor out of Convication, or Synod, vit, That 
they have of themſelves a 744 Divioum, a Divine Right to enjoin Ceremonies to the 
People of Englnd, they all incurr in a Premwnire, that claim ſuch & Po ver, and juſtly, 
for they thereby ſet up e L'gifrative Paw:r independent of, and diltin®t from the 
King and Parliament, (the only Ligiflators) and is of molt pernicious conſequence, and 
found to be ſo in all Ages; and by the Statutes of Provs/o-5, (made both by Popiſh 
and Proteſtant Kings and Parliaments) condemned as moſt pernicious and inſuffera- 
ble, by invading the only Legiſlative Power, (King, Lords, and Commons) the great 
fundamental of our Government, and ſetting upa Thing called A Church, independent 
of, and equal with, or above the Srat?, and bearding the State, if" it be ſo bold as not 
to pleaſe them, or ſhould dare to diſpleaſe them. Better ir is not to be 4 State, than to 
be ſuch a pitzif4l State, at this precarious rate, !/.1t dare 07 but be Prieſt-ridden : Our 
Noble Anceſtours, ia popilh Times, ſcorn'd the /45rio, and were true Engliſhmen > 
This diſtinftion of Church and State, is a popith and perniciozs Diſtinftion . two 
higher Powers is one too much, ; 

But if by the Church in that Article be meant the K ing and Pariiament, (the Repre- 
ſentatives of the whole body of the People) the Convocation and Canon-makers 
will by no means acknowledge that ; for that makes them Cyrhers, and (as many People 
account them) ſele/s Tools: And never did King and Parliament (neither) make Laws 
coercive in matters of Religion, or Vniformity 1n Ke/s7107, but Confuſion, Diviſions, 
Schiſms, Tumnlts, Seaition, Bloud, Ruine, and Civil Wars, were the diſmal Conſe- 
quences in Eny1an4; whereas there would be none of theſe, no Diſſention. po Pe- 
nalties, no complaining in our Streets if the Legiſlative Power (ſuborned by Prieſt- 
craft) make no Laws bat what are proper for their Cognizmce, and for the Peace, Wel- 
fare, good Manners, and good Avearing in th: State : And then, where there is 13 Law, 
there can be no Trar/ereſſion; and thoſe odious Names of D:fſenricn and Sedition, (ore 
formift and —_— will had an atwrnel re 

I'll give but one In ance 1a that ſame A o Umnformity, which requires all Cler, , 

—_— to give their Aſent and Conſent to all and every thing, (for Jruth) which 14 @v24 
contained in the Common-prayer-book. - 

But who made the Kings and Parliaments of England Inf allitle Popes, ſince the 
Church of England confelles ſhe may Err ? * 

And how irrational and unaccountable is it for Men that confeſs their Ignorance, 
and yet with the ſame Mouth will ſo vote a Law, or Impoſition of their Senſe in Re- 
ligion upon all Mankind under their Juriſdiftion ? For ought they know, they may 
command and enaQt, that al! Clergy-men ſhall Afens = their Judgments, and Conſent 


in 


* 


_— 
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in their Wills, toa-palpable Errour, Lye, or Untruth; or elſe take their choice, to 
ſtarve, lie down and dye; for Farm they may not, Thraſh they cannot, and if they 
beg, they are ſent to Bridewel, 

And this is our very Caſe this day ; We may not chuſe what Chapters for Leſſor, 
what Colle&s, Epiſtles, and Goſpels, we liſt to read, but mult read thoſe that are ap- 
pointed for the Day : And the- laſt Year they were all falſly appointed, or elſe thoſe 
words in the Common-prayer-book are falſe, and fixes and aſcertains Eaſter Sunday, 
(the «£r-, or beginning of the. Account, whence all the Zeſſons, the Crlletz, the 
Epiſtles and Goſpels are computed, nominated and appointed.) 

But that is not only ſilly and uncertain, but falſe, and contraditory in the Com-- 
mon- prayer-book, and therefore both the ſaid &ra's cannot be true ; as for example, 
By one Comm0inePrayer- Bock Rule the laſt Eaſter Sunday ſhould have been kept upon 
April 8. becauſe Eaſtcy Sunday, whence all- other Feaſts, Leſſmms, ColleFs are come 
puted all the Year after, is always the firſt S»-day next after the firſt Fu Avon thar 
happens after arch 21, which was Apri! 8. laſt paſt: But by-another Rule in the 
gi it was (and. ſo we kept it) upon the lifteenth of April laſt 

alr- 
" They cannot both be true, but one of them is a mathematical Untruth, and which 
ao body can deny; yet Biſhops -and Curates muſt all Afert ard Confent , that this 
Falſhood is a Truth; and ſuch a Falſhocd it is, and of ſo evil conſequence, that it 
makes a blunder, and confounds-all our wiſe Methods of Uniformity in Common- 
Prayers, Epiſtles, Goſpels, and Leſſons : And if we do not confeſs and ſubſcribe that 
this Falſhood and Untruth is a Truth, then ſtarve ard ate, 

I can give ſeveral other Inſtances of our irrational Doctrine and Diſcipline, but 1am 
lothto-cflend ; let them &eno go on, they'll give me but little thanks for my pains 
already ; but I thank God, Ido not find the fault to expoſe it to ſhame, but to care it, 
{ know how : And, let me tell-you, it requires ſome Skill in the Cure, Why may 
not Lightening ſometimes come from a black Cloud, and a dull by-ſtander ſee better 
{ometimes than he that plays ? Some part of the ſeven-hill'd City ( Rome ) is ſituated 
in a Vale, as well as Weſtminfler- Hall, and therefore no wonder if ſometimes both 
of them be in a Fog. 

And if it abate the proud, pragmatical, impoſing, ſelf-conceited, dogmartical 
and imperious Spirit, that confounds the whole Creation by Methods and Aims 


of Vnifurmiay, point blank againſt thoſe different Meaſures of God and Nature, it 
3s well. F / 


CHAP. 
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CHA P. Il. 
Concerning Biſbops. 


WW HAT I am going to ſpeak concerning Biſhops, may the more favourably be 
received, becauſe ſo contrary to ſelf-/-tereft, the rorſt of Evil Counſellors, 

For why may not 1 (as well as ary other) live in hopes of a pair of Lawn Sleeves, 
rightly put on, ſince nothing elſe keeps me from making as good a Speechsn the Houſe 
of Lords, as that which of late was orly a Speech with! ut Doors ; and proves ſo genu- 
ine and well aim'd, that all of it is (mow } « Speech within Doors. However I could 
ſerye as well as the beſt, to make vp the number of Tea's or No; : And that's all the 
wiſe Speech that ſome Men ever did make: I do not ſay, that ever they can make; 
tor the more frugal any Man is, and the leſs he ſpends, the greater his Stock. 

But if | had been ſo haſty as to be/peak the Lawn Sleeves, this Sheet, that I am go- 
ing to write, wil ſpoil a'l my Finiry. And certainly there cannot be ſuch a Fool in 
Ergland, or the World, as to think that the King's Letters Patents, or Conge a? Eſtier 
can make the Baronet or the Biſhop, a Lingui/ſt or a Learned Mar, (except be was fo 
before) though nſually the V ulgar are of Opinion, that if a Biſhop, or a Lord ſays st, 
writes or preaches it, O Heavenly! becauſe O Earthly? and is a Judgment as prepo- 
ſterous - m Aftion cf the Oratour, when pointing to the -Earth, he declaim'd, 

Caelum | . | 

But it-is a received Maxim, — Vo Biſhip, no King « I know not wo tyvented it, but 
it may be true, in ſome ſence ; but it is falſe, if it be meant——ro Rich Biſhop, -no 
King; for that the Rich Biſhops were ſo Rich, that what with the Hark they got uvp- 
on filly Mens Confciences, and the Intereſt that their Lands, pood Leaſes and De- 
pendencies, their Tenants, Servants and Friends, they were ſo prevalent, when uni- 
ted, that when our Kings have (-/ometi-es) been ſo hardy and bold as to diſlcafe 
them, they have either taken the Crown from his Head, (as the Rich Biſhop of Wir 
cheſter unking?d his Brother King Srepken ) on whoſe Head that Nimrod of a Clergy- 
man had, without any right, clapt#: on; and upon diſpleaſure, the Biſhop chiefly «7: 
king?d him again, and (in cect) ſpurn'd it off, as Pardviſme, the Pope's Nuncio, did 
the Crown off King Jobs Read, which lay groveling at his-Foot, whilſt the proud 
Prelate put it on; and to ſlew the Eccleſiaſtical Infolence of ſome Lawn Sleeves, he 
wp with h1s Foot, and kick't it 'f from the King's Head. 

| So that—n0 Brfhog—no King,( Stepven, or John) and a Biſhop—no King ( Stephen, or 
Join); for that Rich Biſhops, like other Rich Lords, are a ſtrength to the Crown, 
when it does not diſpleaſe them 3 and on the cor.trary, have been too great and dan- 
gerous when controll'd, grewing muſty and moroſe; a King had as gaod be a Slayc 
in Twky, as to be at the Mcrey of ſuch Popiſh-like Eccleſiaſtical Pride. 

Nay, did not the very Dean of Weſtminſter, and the Archbiſhop of Tork (chiefly, 
though with others bandyed) make the Reign of Henry 4. and Henry 5. very uneafie ? 
For which Cauſe, the wiſe King Henry 7. invented a way to pull down the Sto- 
machs of the Temporal Lords with their own Hands, by enabling them to alienate 


and ſell their Lands; of which many were ſo glad, that it was the firſt bargain they. 
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would make; (70 chn/e; ) away runs the Foot-man for the Uſurer and Scrivener, (who 
were as glad to buy as the other to ſet) when both ſides are willing, the bargain is 
ſoon ſtruck up, and the time was unwing'd till the Entail was dock?r, 

Then his Son, Hen, $, he reform'd the Clergy with a Witneſs, and pocketed up the 
Reformation by Act of Parliament; and excluded from the Houſe of Lords all the 
ſpiritual Lords Abbats, and put their Lands in his pocket by Statute Law. Eaw. 6, 
and Queen Elizabeth were his own Children too ; for they and their wiſe Counſel, 
finding that though the /piritual Lords ( Abbats ) were excluded the Houſe of Lords, 
yet the. other ſpirztual Lords (Biſhops) were ſo prond ſometimes, and-high, that mo = 
body. could imagin them to be the bejt Diſcijles of Ci:rift, who was meek and low- 
ly ;, therefore Edw, 6, took at once from the Arch-biſhop of Tork, about 37 great Ma+ 
nors, and were annex'd to the. Crown ; and Qieen Elizabeth, amongſt other things, 
took all the Lands belonging to the Prince Palatine of Ely (biſhop) (in the Vacancy) 
and gave.2000 |, to be pid out of the Exchequer Annually,-a fulicient Competer- 
cy,, and an Injury to no Man, for the Biſhoprick was in Avayarce (as the Law calls 
it) in mb1644, it being in poſſe any body?s, but in eſſe no body's.. 

So that I a!/o am ſo much a Friend to that Proverb—MVe B:ſh1,—»0 King and 
{9 very much a Friend to B:ſh»ps, that where there is one now in Englana, | wiſh there 
wer tweulty 3. and as old as I am, I hope to live to ſee it; and yet not take one Far- 
thing from the preſent Incumbents, nor in the leaſt diminilh the vaſt Revenues and 
Grandeur of my Lords, the. Biſhops that are in poſſeſſion ;. let them keep it (I ſay) ti)l 
they dye; and dye they muſt, and then their B:/op-icks being vacant, (by Death 
however, if act ſooner juſtly fofeited) it will be no Injury. to any Man, to ſhare 
aut and. divide the vaſt Incomes to many Bi/hops, who mwi# take the paias, and 
perform the Work of a Biſhop in tverr proper Perſons, which is now done by Proxies, 
6ureties and Implicit Faith, 

And. 1 doubt not but that al ry Lords tie Biſhops would be of my Mind herein; aS 
*o tbe Work of a Biſhop, which they themſelves and all Engliſh-men find to be ſo. 
great a Work, and a burthen ſo much goo heavy for any fiagle Shoulder, that they are 
torc?d to perform the great ACts of a Biſhop, in Ordinations, Confirmations, Excom- 
mynications,  Abſolutions, &c. only by Foppiſh as well as Popiſh-like Implicit Faith, 
ſeeing with other Mens Eyer, and hearing with other Mens Ears, that it is no wonder 
that they. err ſo ofcen. 

Oh! but the Wages then muſt be divided as well as tie Work. Fleſh and Blood 
cannot bear this Doctrine ; 

No, it cannot ;. therefore Fleſh and Fl md carnat enter (neither) into the Kingdom 
of Heaven © but a Biſhop (of all others) ong ht nor to conſult with Fltſh and Bloud, and 
felf- intere?, which above all things in the World ves bribe Mens Judgments, that they 
can (becauſe they will not) give their Allent and Conſent to ſo great a I ruth, 

King Charles I, was tenaciouſly. in love. with Biſhops, as row in England conſtitmed, 
even to death, ſo great was his Opinionatree in the Cale; aid yet he ſays, they 
were not B:ſhops J«re D:vano, by Divine Right, and.yer neither contra Jiis Divinum © 
but /:6::h, quite contrary, %z. that there is nothing in Scripture more Plain, than 
that Biſhops are J«rc Dzvino, .and rothing more plain than that the Biſhips in En- 
f/ard-now conſtituted, are conmray (abſolutely contrary) to Jus Divinum, or Di- 
vine Right, ſoifar as they : Ct like Novices in Implicit Faith 3 1 T7 :m. 3, 3, A Biſbop muſt 
neither be a Nevic:nor given to filthy Lucre, For ary Bo »Biſhop, any ignoragt ns 

. unlearne 
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unlearned Biſhop is as good as the beſt, in thoſe Atsof implicit Faith; any Novice 
can ſee with other Mens Eyer, and hear with other Mens Earsz any Novicecan ( and 
the greater Novice the fitter too) believe as others believe, without any other Reaſon. 

Therefore, ſince the Holy Scripture ſays a Biſhop ought not to be a Novice, if he 
be a Novice that ſees but by implicit Faith, then tell me (count them if you can) 
How many Novices have we in England that do all their greateſt Afts by Implicit 
Faith? This is as bold a Stroke, you'll ſay, asever was; and yet not a jot too bold to 
ſtrike at ſo Grand, ſo Foppiſh, ſo Popiſh a Folly, as implicit Faith; by which (it muſt 
be granted, and cannot be denied) our Proteitant Biſhops do all their mighty Buſt- 
neſſes, and is the cauſe of ſuch a contemptible and ignorant Clergy,ill grounded Ex- 
communications and Abſolutions, and Capiass thereupon, and ſuch unſcriptural, irrati- 
onal, and blind Corfirmations, perſuading the ignorant that they are fit to receive the 
other Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, when they know nothing of the Creed; and 
ſometimes were never liſted nor martriculated into Mother. Church by the initiating 
Ordinance of Baptiſm, 

But thatis the Fault of the Perſon, not of the Conſtitution, If that were true, it 
might be amended , but it is falſe, for it is not the fault of the Perſon only, but the 
fault of the Conſtitution, which obliges no Biſhop in his Office and Perſormance of 
theſe great Epiſcopal Acts, but only to the knowledge of a Novice, or implicit Faith, 

Nay, if our Conſtitution did oblige him» it would oblige him to mpoſſib:lities, for 
his Work is more than any Mortal can perform #» propria Perſona; and the great 
Charge of - Souls (which he takes upon him) more terrible, ( if his Conſcience be a- 
wake, or not brib'd with the Wages, it muſt be ſenſible) that no Piety, Parts or Pru- 
dence can poſlibly diſcharge, except as now, by implicit Faith, which any Boy, or 
Child, or Novice can perform as well as the belt. 

It was Covetuouſneſs therefore and Ambition that firf made Biſhopricks ſo large 
(for the ſake of making all the Biſhops Lands therein one Afarn*s Afonopoly ) and allo 
made Biſhops Conſciences fo large, as to gape 8nd ſwallow af, the reliſhing Bit was ſo 
guſtfull and gratefull-ro a greedy Gut ; but from the beginning it was not ſo, 

Now every County muſt have a Biſhop, nay, ſometimes two, or three, or four 
Counties will ſcarcely hold one great Biſhop; nay, to them too muſt be added ſome- 
times arich Deanery. ls it not (trange that a Bjbp ſhould be a D.acon again for the 
Money fake, and a Pa; ſon again by Commendum for the ſake of ſome bulky Parſonage, 
tike /V:pgin in Lanciſhire, in Commendum held by Dr. Cartw1sght, Biſhop of Cheſter, 
now advanc'd to be a non-{uch Froteitant Reader in Popiſh France, and Curate to a 
popiſh Prince in the Proteſtant Chappel in the Caſtle of derl: ? 

And | am perſuaded they will have the Grace to bluſh, if it do not alſo make 
their Hearts ake before 1 have done, at the horrible burthen they have undertaken, 
which the Shoulders of the ſtrongeſt and ableſt Apoſtles of Chriſt never did or durſt 
venture $0 take upon themſelves; no Mortal ever did or can diſcharge it, but in this 
Novice way, by Proxy, or blind implicit Faith: God, in his Mercy, forgsve them, 
they kuow nyt what they do, 

Philipps, ( nay Feruſ:lem) a little ſcanty City, not ſo big and populous as Colcheſter 
by half, and yet had ſeveral Bjbops at a time therein; Phillip. 1.1, To al the Saws 
which: are at Phillipi, with the Brſhops and Deacons, How many Biſhops of London, 
at this rate, muſt there needs be iz London, not to mention the three Counties of 
Hartford, Eſſex, and 4iddleſex, into the bargain. 

AY, 
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Ay; - bus the Honſe of Lords will not hold fo mary Biſhops. 

No, | grant, There are Biſtops ecough there already, as ſome have ſaid, and angrily 
grvudz that we Clergy-men (whe are as much repre/erced in the Houſe of Commons as 
any Commoners in En:land, and make as great abuſtle at an EleCtion of Members, to 
get Men for our turn) ſhould alſo be repreſented in the other Houſe, which ns other 
Commoners are; and that my Lords the Biſhops are tryed by their Peers, that is, by 
their Equals, Commoners, but the Lords are Conciliaru Nats: 1t is is part of their 
Inheritance to be the King's Counceliors, and a Seat in the Houſe of Lord is part of 
their Eſtate and State. Bue ſuch Men talk like thole tliat ſay, that we had Engliſh 
Parliaments before Biſhops and Abbats ſat in the Houſe of Lords, and many Statutes 
(the Judges ſay are good Law) tho' made (in ſeveral Parliaments) cx:/uſo Clero, rhe 
Lord-Biſhops and Lord-Abbots being ſue out of Doors, and not permitted into the 
Houſe of Lords; nay, the Lord Abbats that had as good and as ancient Right to ſir 
in the Houſe of Lords, as Lord-Biſhops, are long ago, and to this day excluded ? Not- 
withſtanding my known Devetion ro my Lords the Biſhops, (I confeſs) 1 have not 
$kill enough to anſwer ſuch Reaſons and Records; lc behaves them that have more 
Wit, and are more concern'd than I, to give this a Rational Anſwer; 1 confeſs my 
Ignorance, but my Devotion to them is well- enough known. 

And 1 cannot deny, but that Scokiſh men (as my Lords are bred) and uſually Fel- 
lows of Colleges, ( by that ſtate they take upon them in the College) all but them- 
ſelves going bare to them, if they do but ſee them at the farther end of the Court, 
let it Hail, Snow or Blow : This inclioes Men to be pedantickly proud ever after, [I 
knew it tooexperimentally, being made a Fellow of Gonwl and Cajus Coll:ge in Cam- 
bridge, when 1 was but Jwyor Backe/our, and not 19 Years of Age, till Travel and 
Experience in the World ( which all Biſhops have not) refines this Iaſolence, and 
makes it more ſociable and complaiſant, | 

But let no Man envy the Liberality of our Anceſtors, in endawiug the Bzſbops and 
Univer fines fo plentifully ; a few that are truly worthy and Learned Men may well 
compound for the generallity cf a contemptible Glergy, that would not have been ſo 
truly contemptible, but that my Ceremory monger in bad Reigns got polleſſion (too 
often) of the Steeple (the loftieſt Piece of the Church) by popiſh like and . foppiſh 
Ceremonies, and then it behoved him to keep open the Door by which he entered, to 
ſuch (only ) as were like him, and followed his Steps, and exclude all others to his 
uttermoſt, whoſe Virtues and true Learning muſt neceſſarily (if ſet near him) r#ddy 
h1s Checks, and make him-bluſh for ſhame, 

But crafty young Lads finding that eaſie way to the Wood, and that it was much 
more ealie and profitable to go to a Dancing-Schoal, than to the laborious Schools of 
Worth and crabbed Learning, to which it 1s ſo difficult and ſo unprofitable (as times 
have been) to bend the mind; and alſo ſo very facile, honourable and beneficial to 
bend his body, in ſilly Cringings and Lowings ; fariwell Bioks, faith he, and dry un- 
profitable Studies, Il go to the Eccleſiaſtical Dncing-ſchool, and commence Do- 
for Jgnoramus, 

Hence it is that our W:/c Men of Enz/and have made our Engliſh Biſhopricks out 
cf two poor words *'Þ 7 BY UE 7 x2! aun 7 ill underſtood, #2 every City making El- 
ders. (or Biſhops) ſaith St. P.u4 to Ties, as | haye appointed thee; x3! mdauy, in 
every Cty, | 
T hence 
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Thence it is; that ſuch a pother was made ro make ſuch a little Town (as Carſuie) 
a City, for why forfoorb ? And Colcheſter an Ancient City, and twenty times bigger 
than Carſlile, to dwindle to a Fillage, for why forſooth ? 

Becauſe every ſhops See muſt be a City, x7! way, and but one City in a Biſhoprick, 
and therefore liz:le Carl-ſl? mult be a City, and Colcheſter which to my knowledge is Ten 
times bigger, and forty times more rich and poputous, muſt dwindle from a City, 
(as antiently it was the o»ly City of Eſſex) and why ? 

Kam may has done #ts buſineſ, City and Biſhopricks muſt be Convertibles, and 
Londmm being the greater City and Biſhopz See, or Seat, Ergo, &c, xp mar which 
(1 confeſs) Origen ( lib, 8. contra Celſum J does paraphraſe &@ ixgow maes much like 
Chryſoftome, wg ingow mixiy- (1 Tom, Homi!, 1.in every City, thus the Lifeleſs Feather 
of an Eagle, contumes all other feathers that are near it, and in the Neſt; whereas 
not only the beit Greek Authors, but the Holy Scripture confounds the word wan and 
mas a Village and a City, in ſeveral places both in the Old and New Teſtameat; 
as for inſtance (in 1. Chron. 4. 32.) their Villages ( Eram,&c,) were five Cities, 

So, in the New Teſtament St. Zuke calls Zeth!chem mas the City of David, ( Luke 
2.4.) but St. John calls it xn the Village of David, and Ill call Bethlebem, as Þ!1 
give Colcheſter a Name too, (why not? Since | bave help't to Chriſten a great part of 
the Town theſe Seven and Twenty Years) wwimay a City:Town, though the 
Biſhops See or Seat at the great City of Lords”, has taken its good Name from it 
molt ſcandalouſly and unreaſonably, to give it to /irrle Carliſle for the ſake of x7! may, 
a word, the Ceremonies-mongers never right underſtood, they were ſo buſie about 
Ceremonies they had no more leiſure to underſtand, Tir, 1.5. then Phit. 2. 10. both 
of them faſly interpreted, and the latter faſly conſtrued, and faſly Tranſlated either 
through ignorance or fraud, to make room for a Nonſenſical Ceremony. 

There were 1000 Biſhops in Armenia, ſays Baronins (ad Ar, 1145.) And Juftinian 
the Emperour ( Petravor, and Novel. 31, c, 1.) ſays there were but Twenty Citics 
in Armenia in his time, and they have decreaſed ever ſince; how could 1000 Biſhops 
then Sir in twenty Cities, except there were many Biſhops in one City, or many 
Biſhops in Villages and ſmall Towns ? 

Nay; to go no farther than Ire!/and, St. Patrick Founded there 365 Churches, and 
as many Biſhops, ſaith Nemis, and alſo Biſhop Uſher, (late Primate of Armagh) and 
yet there never were 365 Citics, 2nd now but Nineteen. 

In St, Augs/#ir's time there were 900 Biſhops in Africa (Auguſt, Tom, 7, de geſtis 
cam Emerit.) 

And yet not half ſo many Cities, and many of the Cities in St. Auguſtiz*s T ime 
were Heathens; nay, the Inhabitants of the famous City in Syria, called Heleopolis, 
were all tdolaters, mi vyoua Xexst ( T heodorer lib, 4, c. 20, Eccle/. Hiſt, ) $1 WainlJay diy, 
0t 4 man of them would hear (ſaith P-;'r of Alexandria) the Name of Chriſt. 

And yet there was then a Biſhop of Hcls-polis, ſays Biſhop Euſebins Pamphilus (Vit. 
Conftantin, l. 3, cy. 6.) 4 Biſhop, that had a Flock like that of Biſhop ils in Aratia 
who had not got one Convert in his City, nor any thing elſe but blows ; (Sozom. 1. 2. 
£. 12.) theſe two Biſhops had fewer Souls by ſeven in their Dioceſe to Excommuvicate 
than Biſhop //chyras, who had but juſt Seven, whereas our Dioceſes arc as much too 
big, nay, Monſtrouſly too big, as the other too little ; is there no meaſure in us 
No Medium? No middle way for true Virtue, - which always fits Enthron'd betwixs 
two Extreams ? : 

N 
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[In Goſpel Times the Biſhops were choſen by the People, and moſt Voices carried 
it for ewo, of which God choſe one by Lot, the Lt fell ajzon Matthias, and 260 Years 
after, Cyprian tells us that all the People (that 5, the Hajorsty ) conſented, or elſe no 
Biſhop was choien, (Cyprian |, 2, Epiſt, 5.) Convocata Plete tota, OF de Univerſe Frater 
nitatis Suffragio; and Cacelianus was choten Biſhop of Carthage, totius Pupuls S: rg 10, 
Optat, lib, 1, by the general Vote of the Peopie, No Man was Excommun:caied, 
(Cyprian lib 3. Ep. 14 ) mſi Cauſam alturus apud Vniverſam Plcbem, Not every ſneakrng 
Regiſter and ptaking Surrogate could ſend a Soul to Satan, for refuling or negleCting to 
rive the Knave 4 groat, or the like; brave Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline of the Church of 
Enpland! It is juſt fo in Spain and Port»gal, but not ſo bad as here in our (ſaid to be ) 
Reformed Church of England: | Reforn”ed? In what? Oh! the Service-book is in En - 
gliſh, and made intelligible by the Peoples alternate babling, like thoſe illegal, irra- 
tional, and unſcriptural 4Zck-Songs of the Singing-men and Singing:boys, to feed 
which Mouthing Tribe, ſo vaſt an Income is yearly thrown away in Cathedrals, that 
would eaſily ſupply ( together with Sl-epy Prebendaries when Vacant) all the ſcan- 
dalous Livings in England, ) 

For what Heart can a poor Miniſter of Twenty or Thirty pound per Armm have 
to Study ? (a Carpenter Journeyman has more ) beſides, out of that Synodals, Procu- 
rations, firſt Fruits, Tenths, Dilapidations, Repairs, Poor-Rates, Arms, Aſſeſments 
and Taxes, beſides a great deal of Money molt unconſcionably to the rich Biſhop or his 
Secretary for Ordinatvon, Seven or Eight pound more for /uſtitution to the Biſhop, then 
to the'rich Arch-Deacon for Iduttion, &#c. though he ſeldom or never ſtirs one foot 
about it, but he and his Regiſter agree to pocket up the Money ; theſe charges Pre- 
liminary muſt be paid out of the poor Pittance, and Trade he cannot, Farm he may 
not, nay, Beg he may not , Starve he may, except his great 7askbe to ſtudy how to 

et Bred, Drink and Cloaths, and how to keep out of his Creditor's clutches, Ser 
Laos and Bum-Bailiffs. This is his greateſt Study, and cloſeſt Concern ; if he can 
ſpare a Sixpence or two to buy a printed Sermon, his Study has books enough ; whillt 
the lazy fat Prebend and Ceremony-monger, with two Livings. a Prebendary, or 
Deanery, and Arch-Deaconry, and tio or three more (unſcen) incomes, Advan- 
rages and Pluralities, Drinks Wine tn Bowls, and is nt affcited with the Afi: tion of 
Fofeph, but is 48 Reain the Gills as a Turky-cock, or his Scarlet- Hood, ever ſince he 
was made Doctor by Mardanm, or the Afvrocco Ambaſſad' ur, 

Virtue and and Learning always ſhoot low, if there be not ſome high and glorious 
Mark ſct to aim at? Never greater Warriors in the World, nor more ſacceſsful than 
the o1d Romans: Wiy? They were nt fo big as the Gals, much /ef than the Ger- 
mans, nay, leſs than little Don Diego the Spantard; yet Conquered them all. Wherc= 
fore t The Hiſtorians tells us by the great 115umphr, Priveleges and Rewards they gave 
the Emperours or Generals with all his So'diers, which made them Fight like Mad. 

This is certain; Would you have a good Army? Pay them well: A Learned Mis 
niſtry? Pay them well ; but do not permit (as in ſome Fiſh-ponds) Ten or Twenty 
great Jacks to deyour all the ſmall Fry : Yet too great Preferment breaks a good back 
by over-loading it; A ſcanty mean, Preg$Hyterian Jevel of preferments makes ſcanty 
and mean Scholars; ( for who will mend his pace and pains when faſt or flow is all 
one, all of a price, all of one reckoning ?) And poor Scandalous Livings muſt make 
a poor and Scandalous Clergy, and reduce us again to SZarbarsſm, 
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How would. ſuch a-Primitive Epiſcopacy as I have ſhown here, reconcile the diffe- 
rence betwixt Presbyterians and Epiſcopariars, and -{o-truely conſtrue that Saying of 
Jerom { Epiſt. ad. Evagrium) I know not what a Biſhop has more than a Presbyte®, except 
Ordination; Which is by our Biſhops (for want of Numbers) now performed, by the 
laying on of the Hands of tbe Prezoytery, in ConjunCtion with the great Biſhop, who 
yer knew 69 more of the matter, as to the Fitneſs of the Perſon Ordain'd, than the 
Biſhop himſelf, cz. by-Implicit, Faith 2 oculo Epriſcops,: called Mr. Arch-deaton, or 
ſome Surrogate (as is uſual) in his room. | | | 

The Apoſtle Paul from 4£::ras ſent to. Ephe/vs, and called the Elders of the Church 
( Ats 20.17.) which are there called ( ver, 25.) B:ſh»ps, 

Nay, Mr. 4:2, (in his proof for Churches, in the ſecond Century) evidences, 
That no one Biſhop had more-than one Altar, and that one Brſh2p, and 072 Alter 
were Correlates. 

But Pride, Avarice, and the Pope (firſt) made one Biſhop ſerve many Altars, by 
Curates and Journeymen, and in requital they made the Pope, -The one great Biſhop 
of Biſhops, (Papa,) as every bulky Biihop is uſually ſtyled in our Eccleſiattical Hiſto- 
ries, a Pope, Pater, Patrum, nay the Pope himſelf called our great Biſhop of Canterbury, 
alterin orbis Papa, | 

.And Mr. Fuler, a great Friend to our Epiſcopacy, Confeſles, (in his Hiſtory'sf 
the Holy War, 1b. 2- c, 2- p.45, 46-) that Biſhops were ſet (of O14) too thick for 
.all to grow ( Tal, and to ſuch a Height as now, ) and Paleſtine fed too many Cathe- 
dral Churches to have them generally Fat: LZidda, Jamnia and Foppa, three Epiſ- 
copal Towns, were Within four Miles one of another, and ſurely many of their Bij- 
ſhops (to uſe Biſhop Langvan?s expreſſion) had high Racks, but . poor Mangers 
(Ay ! this. a'one will breed the quarrel againſt all that 7 have ſaid; my lean Projet 
Starves greedy Avarice, that will be ready to Zat me for my pains; well, atum eſt de 
Epiſcopatu meo, this is not the way for me to get a pair of dainty Lawn-lleeves; ) 1 
have read my own Doom, and may uſe the Words of Biſhop Chr y/oftome upon 
Heb, 13. 17. 5 $ $i6@ ovvind 4am ct wi hy Juv The fear of that threatning ( as 
they that muſt give an accourt ) makes my Soul to tremble continually : And the Pious 
Learned Biſhops will thank me heartily ; and thoſe that are otherwiſe may Live to 
amend : Here, has been-a ſad.doe-with ſome of them in this peor Kingdom, and all 
to keep up that Eccleſiaſtical Grandeur that God neyer made ; which makes Chryſc- 
ſtome ſay in ( Heb. Homil, 34.) I wonder how it is poſible for a Biſhop to go to Reaven, 
or to be ſaved. 

Read ſeriouſly his Homil:s, in 7. -in A. in Heb, and if thou haſt Grace; thou 
wiit not ſtrive ſo. far a Biſhaprick ; and if thou haſt not Grace, thou art not fit for z 
Pariſh: Prieſt ; t9 whom Biſhops allow no part of Diſcipline or Government, they arc 
only to Feed, not Rule the Flock : But the Learned #aller proceeds— (aſter this 1n- 
terruption) *Neither let it ſtaggar the Reader, ifin that Catalogue of / yrius, we 
* light on many'Biſhops Seats, which are not to be found in Adercatur, Ortelius, g; 
© any other Geographer @@for ſome of them were ſuch poor places, that they were 
© aſhamed to appear in a Map, and fell ſo much under « Geographer's notice, that they 
* fell not under it; (No, but 45 little as it 55 (pace tua, quaint Afr. Fuller) it rs a great 
* Bull) for in that Age Biſhops had their Sees at poor and contemptible Villages. 

The Apoſtles, Paul and Barnabas, Ordained Elders (Biſhops) in every City, at Ar- 
ticeh, Iconinum, Derbe and Lyſtra ; the three laſt are therecalled Cities, As 14. 
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Antioch was a great City, the Third in the World, but'in that almoſt all the Chri- 
ſtian Inhabitants could meet together in one place to hear a Sermon, Aﬀ- 1. 44, 
And Iconium was but a ſmall Village, ſays Strabo, l. 12. mnizgiy, or malyyy wikeg; 
And Derbe, only a City. in 1ſawria and Lyſra; only x4un-a Village in J/avria too : 
And as for the Names of Biſhops and Presbyters, or Elders, or Aldermen, they are 
in holy Writ indifferently uſed, to fignifie oe and the ſame Grand Seigniour : Why are 
the Arians ſo condemned by the Orthodox, (as Theodor, Syd, Ep. 1. 2; c.8, for not 
being contented with {mall Biſhopricks, and no bigger than a Biſhop, might ſuperintend 
3n his own Perſon, if Rapine be no Sin ?- 

It never was a good World ſince the Clergy and Laity drove on two-ſeveral In- 
tereſts, and two Bodies diſtin; and made the Church ene thing, and the State ano- 
ther. If the Clery endeavour to keep the People in ſubjeCtion, and under their 
Girdle. Canonical, by Impoſitions, Canons, and Acts of Uniformity, endeavouring to: 
lord. over God's Heritage, the Laity; no wonder that they ſtruggle for Life and 
Liberty, and that the Fexds and Animoſities betwixt them are- immortal ; but they 
would dye, ceaſe, and deceaſe, if Clergy men ſtudied #0 reffore Sinxers and erroneous - 
Perſons in the Spirit of Meekneſs, 

Ay, butthe obſtinate will not ſo be reffored ; then let him alone; perhaps he knows 
nore than thoa doſt, that art his Teacher ; however, to his own Maſter, he ftandeth or 
faleth, and thou, by giving him warning, haſt deliver*d thy Soul, as to Matters of Faith 
and Opinion; . but &s to evil Works, that is the Magiſtrate's Provence and Care to cor- 
reft and puniſh. 

But if we-cannot fright our Pariſhioners, they will not care a Pin for us. 

No ?+ (you:ſhould ſay) They-do not care for you, nor love you, becauſe you are 
ſuch Scare-crows and Bug-bears, that would be ; If they fear you only, they'll never 
love you: Do but thou labour diligently in the Word and Dottrine, and fear not» but 
that: all good. Men will give thee of all Men living (as the Apoſtle ſays) double Honour » 
which is due to a Reling Elder, much more to the Miniſters that labour # the Word 
aud Dottrine, though with us quite contrary to Scripture. The Ruling Elder, or Bi- 
ſhop, is the.-Man of double Honour amongft us, and the Paſtor, or { eecbing Elder, muſt 
ſerace- keep his Hat on in the preſence of the great Ruling Brjhop, to whom the Apo» 
ſtleindeed commands vs to give doub!e Honour, but more efpecially to the Miniſters 
and Paſtors that labour in the Word and Dottrine: Thoſe are the moſt Honoura- 
ble, the moſt Reverend Fure Divino, if you believe the Holy Scriptares. But Fops 
mind chiefly who ſpezks, not what is ſpoken; if it be the Word of a Lord, it is with 
them more valued and obeyed than the Word ofthe Lord, 

Theſe are unjuſt and corrupt Judges; but I will not puniſh them, if I had power, 
as King Cambyſes did one of his unjuſt Judges of the King's Bench, viz. pulPd his Skin 
over his Ears, ſtuff*d it with Straw, and there hung my Gentleman over the Bench, 
54 terrorem, that other Treſylians might learn to beware of undermining the chief Pil- 
lar of any Government, the Fundamental Laws. 

Since therefore to give Ruling Elder, or Biſhop, more Honour than a Pafor, or 
good Preacher, 1s expreſly againſt Holy Writ, as aforeſaid, look you to that ; but that 
great Scripture, which they bring to prove that every City had a Biſhop, and but 
one Biſhop ; and every Biſhop had but one City, you ſee by what has been ſaid, both 
#beſe Aſſertions are ſufficiently prov'd to be falſe, though we had no other Inſtance than 
in (it. 1.5. For this Cauſe teſt ] thee in Creet, to ordain Biſhops y7i miauy, i. &. ng ingolw 
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mizy. Crect is an land that had in it an hundred Cities, and was therefore called 
41g. In the Reign of Leoſaphus the Emperour ; and Amo 880, there were but 
1 welve Biſhops 3 bur at that time why ſhould we imagine they were all Chriſtians ? 
When the Third great City of the Empire, Antioch, where the Diſciples were firſt cal: 
led Chriſtians, and bigger than any City, except Rome and Alexandria, yet had no 
more Cariſtians in it than one Church wil hold, As 13. 44. Nay, Jers/alem, 
where our Lord was crucified, had ſo few Chriſtians forty Years after, at the De- 
ſtruction thereof, that all the-Chriſtians being warned by God to depart, did depatr 
to Pella; a poor little Village, ſays Exſebims, ib, 3, c. 5. held them all. 

But we will take it for granted, that T:r+4 ordain'd in every City ia the Iſland of 
Crect a Biſhop, namely a hunared; and, which is not at all likely, that all were 
Chriſtians, (for till Conſtantine*s time, one Church held the Chriſtians in Kome.z and 
one great Church in Aexaxaria held all the Chriſtians there, as their Biſhop Athana- 
ſi gives an Account in his Epiſtle to Conſtantizs, the Son of Conſtantine, ) yet Hey- 
lin, inhis Coſmog, p. 26.3. ſays, There are in Creet but Two hundred and ſeven'Pa» 
riſhes, then by that Account the great Biſhops will get but a pluratity, two Pariſhes 
for their Dioceſes. 

And ever ſince that Biſhops firſt monopolized ſo many Pariſhes; all under their Eccle- 
{iaſtical Government, there has been no Eccleſiaſtical Government at all, but a mere 
Arnarchy and Confuſion, as at this Day, and has been the occaſion of ſetting up ſo many 
Independent Churches, to take care of themſelves and one another, for whom the 
Ruling Biſhop could not poſſebly take care engroſſing all Government, we have none at all 
but ſome ſilly face of it, in a poor Surrogate and Regiſter, that mind little elſe than 
to finger the Pence, and ſhear the poor Clergy and Church:Wardens twice a Year in Vis 
ſitations, -&c. Deliver your Purſe : Poor Sheep eſcape better than we, they are clipt 
but once a Tear, and the Maſter that feeds them has the Wool, but they that ſhear ws 
poor Lambs, take eur Wool, but feed ws not, they have it for nothing, and their great 
Revennes will not ſatisfie, but (as I faid in my Naked T: uth) 15-3t not a ſir for a Rick 
Man to rob the Spital ? 

Let ſuch bard hearted Clergy-men, who have ſuch exceeding many-Flocks and Herds, 
read their Neck Ycrſe, 2.$4m, 12. 5, 6. in Nathar's Parable of the Lamb, and the 
Sentence, 

. And David's Anger was greatly hindled again#t the Man, and he ſaid to Nathan, As 
the Lord liveth, the Man that bath dane this thing (ball ſurely dies And he ſhall reſtore 
the Lamb four Fold, bicauſe ke did this thing, and becauſe he bad nv Pity, 

And what do they viſit for ? To ſee thas all be Uniform. Piſh'! Is is nt be doney 
hey themſelves are not Uniform,ſnor their Cathedral Worſhip uniform with one ano- 
ther, nor with Country Churches, nor with the Aft of Uniformity: And what 
harm? So all things be done decently and in order, it needs not by Order of Uni- 
formity:: Nay, Pope Gregory |. Six hundred Years after Chriſt, commends Varney 
of Uſages, in una fide nihil officit——$anFe Eccleſie diverſa conſuetndo, be 

Let them ſhew us one ſuch Dioceſan Biſhop as we have got in England, in the bel 
and pureft Times, or one Biſhop that ever durſt pretend to govern the Church by 
implicit Faith in others, for the firſt Three hundred Years, or any thing like it, in 
holy Scripture, or any Reaſon for it, or any poſlibility to diſcharge that heavy 
Charge ; and VII ſtrike out Avarice and Ambition  . the great Cauſe, and gr 
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a better Reaſon in the room, and be their Proſelite; nay, Pll ſtoop lower, PH conde- 
ſcend to be my Lords the Biſhops Chaplain and Apologilt. 

Bat if all their Skill cannot do it, then it is high time to recant and repent, that /n'- 
quity may n0t be our Ruin, and to reſtore the Lamb four fold; and becauſe rich Dives 
had no more pity of his brethren, whom the Rich Dioceſan calls (according to the 
ſtyle in the primitive Church) Reverend Brothey, and Brother, but looks cyer the Head 
of his- Brother E1zer, or Presbyter, as if a Conge Eſter had made him a Sar, and high- 
er by the Head, when he only ſtruts (being rich) and ſtands a Tip-toe, but is not a 
Herter Man, nor a better-Scholar than he was before. - 

it. may hinder his Worth and Learning (rather) by Avocari5ns, running from Or: 
dinations tothe Houſe of Lords, thence to the Court, thence to the Council Chamber, 
thenceto Corfirmation:, thence to Y:ſrtations,c. If theſe do not hinder a Man's Study 
and Improvement, | have loſt my Aim: 

Letthem but read Mr. Baxter's' learned Book of Epi/c/pacy, or Archbiſhop Cran- 
"ers Opinion of Oraination; This Litter a Learned and Holy arty, the for mev 
2.-moſt Learned ard pious Confefſour: Or let them but read the New Teſtament, and 
te2re.is little or no difference at all betwixt a Presbyter, or Elder, and Biſhop; what - 
i, one- Verſe is called Presbyter, io the next is called Biſhop; as Bethl:vem the Town, 
is the ſame with Berhlehom the City aforeſaids And a Pariſh ſignified the ſame with - 
{3:oceſt. | 

But in after times, when Chriſtians multiplied, if a Presbyter could not watch over 
111 their Souls, they allowed him a Co-«djzror, and for Diftintion and Precedency ſake 
-alled him a biſhop, who ſometimes had not one Presbyter under him; as aforeſaid, 
moſt commonly bur One : And till Biſhops-begun to Scramble for more Ground, and like ' 
other Princes to enlarge their Dominiohs and J«risaittions, which was not till the Em-- 
Perour Conſtantine made them ſo bigg, that in the fourth Century, the great Work, of 
Councils and Synods was Perambalatin, to mark out the Bonds of their menxie, their 
F ariſhcs or- Dicce/es, to keep the peace berwixt the encroaching Biſhops in that Fowrrb 
Century, called Ambitionts Seculum, The ambitious Century; not that Biſhops in after: 
Ages grew-more humble, or were Enſamples to the Flock in Self-Denial, Modeſty, 
{Jumility, and Contempt of worldly Grandeur, and: (as they ſay they von'd in Baptiſm) 
:0 forſake the Devil and all his Works, the Pomps and Vanities of this wicked World, ec. 
bit then (þ-{t ) they begun to be ambitious of large Dioceſes, more than poſſibly they 
could (einen,or) overſeer; then they got Journey-menzand Surrogates,and Regiſters, 
and Apparitors, and all that 7ribe; to feed whom, the Church: wardens are the Spa-- 
wels; ſworn to hunt and flaſh the Game, that the hovereng Jar-Faulcon, the Regiſter, 
may pounce them, (there's all) and make a Prey of poor Sinners, never to be re-- 
deem'd, bat &y S:{ver or Gold, 

The Golden Key always gets Abſolution, which in Goſpel-times, 2nd the primi- 
tive Times, never was purchaſed but with Tears, in the midſtof the Congregation, as 
Ferom and Fabiola, Ep: ad Oceav, Epiſcopo, Presbyteris, & omni Populo collachrymanti- 
#5, Fc, . The:Biſhops, Presbyters, and the People weeping for Joy at thoſe peniten: 
Tears; and at the returnof the Prodigal mixing their Tears with his, Heb,13, 17. Obey: 
them that rule over you, for they watch for your. fouls, as they that maſt give an account, &c. 
£7 wofull and ſad Acconnt mult that Biſhop make, when'God calls him to give an Ac-- 
connt (which will be very ſhortly) of his biſhoprick,, for he ſhall be no longer Biſhop: 
How ovght he to iremble at the Thoughts of it? When), inſtead of watching for the 
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Souls committed to his charge, he has only watch*d for their Purſes; And inſtead of 
guiding them, he has ſent out Doctors Commons-men to watch all Englandoyer in the 
E1fhaps room, Wetrace them by the footing at aY:ſitation, &c. What havethey been 
doing? Citivg, Admoniſhing, Excommunicating, Jayling, Abſolving, ( this twenty 
nice long, Years) in all this Kingdom : What Penitents have they made? What Pe» 
rance? What Repentance? Is it not a great Cheat that defeats all Repentance? Fy 
commuts'g (as the Papiſts and we fay ) turning rhe Whos fins (by which ſhe got 
Money, they joy in her for they go Sonips) tr Morey; and a few great Whores are 
enough to maintain all the Eccletizſticz] Freebooters in Doirs-Commone, jhe is the 
Tvicf that picks Men's pockets, i,hev the Recievers: Oh the 7a::lers they make, when 
the Apparitor bas found out a ich Whore, and a rich baſtard ; which (leſt they ſhould 
miſs) let the Church-wardens look to it, for they ſwear the E:clefirſtical Spiniel (al- 
ways) to queſt upon a Haunty it he doe not, he is ferſworn: Oh! moſt pretions Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Diſcipline! that begins with Perjury, and ends with Mercenary Repen- 
tance or Brivery, F 

Why ſhovid not the King and Parlizmeft be as careful of their Subjefts Souls as 
their bodies? For they alſo mult give an Account. But what an irrational Account 
would it be; if it was to be feared, that an Enemy ſhould land and invade us at Har- 
wich or Canterbnry, to ſay, I have jet a Watchman upon the Top of Paul's, or to make 
fare, upon the higher Steeple at Lambeth; (call to the Watch-men) is the Enemy 
landed at Harwich? How angry would they he at ſuch a non-ſenſical Queſtion ? And 
iay, Surely you are mad: Do you think any mortai Man can ſee from London to 
Harwich? or from Lambeth to Canterbary? There may be a Handred thouſand E- 
nemies landed for ought .we know; How is it poſſible for us to watch and 
ward at this diſtance ? 

In the interim the Kingdem is well look®d to, and the Coaſts well guarded, are they 
not? We are the next door to ruin, if moreWatchmen be not ſet,and ſtronger Guards, 
'which is eaſie and no charge or Expence at all, when the Pay that :mo Watchmen 
have ingroſs'd, would well pay and maintain forty of as good Vigour and Ability, and 
(in ſome ſenſe) berter» ſighted and betrer-tongwd  Watch-men,to feed and give warning; 
or is the Welfare-of our Lands and bodies oply, the Care of Governours ? And as for 
Men's Souls, ove Watchman is enough betwixt this and Carterbury, 

But ( you'll ſay) a Man is but a Man,-he does what a Man can doz 1Vemso tenetur 
a4 impoſſibilia 1 grant, but who bid him undertake ſuch a Charge, that nv Mortal can 
diſcharge? Who? Who think you, but filthy Lucre and Ambition? 

The Council of Sardica in the fourth Century, Aro 347. ſaw this deviliſh MiCG 
chief coming trolling into the Church, and a perpetual Strife and Conteſt about the 
3orders and Limits, as litigious, as now at Doctors-Commons about the probate of 
Wills, and about Letters of Adminiſtration ; namely, who ſhall get the Money, whe- 
ther the B:ſhops or Arch-Deacon*s Courts of that Dioceſe where the Man died, or elſe 
a Prerogative Caſe, by the bona notabilia, of the value of Five or Ten pounds, od Dc- 
ings there were: Wherefore the ſaid Council made a Decree ( Can.6,)* That no Biſhop 
*ſhould be made in a Village or little Town, for which one presbyter might well ſut- 
«fice, becauſe it is not neceſſary to make a Biſhops See there, leſt the Name and 
© Authority be rendred contemptible. There were Three hundred and forty Bi- 
fhops there. (which exceeded the Number of the General Council at Nc) aud they 
took care for their own FunCtion) yet they had, That when the people in a _ 
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ſhall grow ſo numerous, a Hundred and fifty was the common ſtint for a Presbyter*s Care 
and Cure; Then that Village deſerves to bave a Biſhop, and ought to have one, 

By this Rule London had need have more than fiery Biſhops: And this would whet 
Induſtry, and make Men ſtudy to be Wortmer that need not to be aſhamed, leſt the People 
ſbould never chuſe them (as of old they did) whereas now if they ca!t but buy an Ad- 
vowſon, or next Avoidance, or a Patron, &c, Let the People go whiſtle, they are 
their Feeders aud Paſtors in fight of their Teeths. 

But how can Men reliſh what is cramm?a down their Throats, (as Capons are ſer- 
ved) or given them with a Horn like a Drench? This makes an immortal Feud and 
Diſguſt generally betwixt the plyſic'd Patients and their Eccleſsaſtical (not Fathers, 
but) Farrzers, that force open their Mouths and pour down what they pleaſe ; thus 
arethe people treated like Brutes rather than Men and Chriſtians, they are like to be 
gocd ones: But what cares the Reading Don of the Pulpit ? He cryes, I am inſtituted 
and indutted, come to your Pariſh Church, the Horſe and the poor Aſs muſt graze 
where he is tyed: UI ll feed you, in ſpight of your.Teeth; Ay, and ſtarve us too in 
ſpight of our Teeth. 

Their is neither Reaſon nor Relzg:0n for this, if he were never ſo good a Phyſician of 
Souls; all he ſays is accepted with prejudice, and d:ſgu/tful; for let his Potion be ne- 
ver ſo wholeſom, it goes againſt any W:ſ/emans*s Sromach to be drench'd; this is the 
Fault alſo of our Con/ts2ution, and wonderful are the [/rconventences that follow this, as 
Animoſities eternal betwixt Miniſter and People, Suits at Law about his Maintenance, 
for they pay as they bear, only ſo much as they are forc'd to, and as for the Care of 
their Souls, they*ll truſt him no more than they will their Bodies with a Phyſician of 
another Man's Chuling. | 

Patrons will loſe neifn by parting with their Advowſons, not a Farthing honeſt» 
ly; yes, you'll ſay, he may make it a Portion for his Daughter, or to his Waiting- 
maid, to a poor Parſon that will 4p at her. 7 

But, this is the wor## of Symonies, and ſuch never thrives no more than other 
Symoniſts, a Curſe attends it, and blaſts all; this is Smock Simony; in other Symo» 
nies, Money makes the Afare to go; but in this, the Jade makes the Parſon Ride, 
that muſt otherwiſe have gon on Foot. | 

Beſides, the moſt of the Livings in England are in the King's Gift, or the ChanceÞ 
lours, or the Biſhops, or the Univerſities ; few have privarce Patrons, except Noble- 
men, Gentlemen and Papiſts, the former are all too Noble to Coyn their Advowſons, 
and the la#F, the Paprſts, are very unfit; nay, they are by Law incapacitated 
after Conviction. _ 

[t is certain, that wherever the Carcaf is, thither will the Eagles be gathered together z 
every Man that is at a lv/s for Preferment, or for greater Preferment, will be ture to 
enquire, which is the way thither ? And if Simony, Smock Simony, or a Ceremony, be 
the Way and the Door, thither the Clergy make Application, it 1s their great Aim and 
Srudy; thence comes the Common [znorance, Lazineſs, dead and dull: Preaching, or 
rather Reading, becauſe it is eaſie, moſt in Requeſt with the great Dons that can do 
no better, and is therefore more acceptable than the 6:F. 

But if you make Aerit the only Way ro Preferment, then you will have a pious, 
learned, loving and lovely Clergy, that will [= band in hand, and heart #n bears 
with their People, and nothing thought roo good for them 3 but, now what they get is 
vniv 7 with Seramoling, in all places, eſpecially in Pluralities, AR 
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By Pluralities, I Jo not mean T'wo or Three Pariſhes, for one Pariſh may be ten times 
more a Plurality, (as St. Andreas Holbourn ) than Twenty Norfolk or Eſſex Livings in 
ſome Places. | 

And I wiſh that the Right Reverend Clergyman who was ſo [agaciow (as ſome 
little Animals are) to leave the falling Houſe, and therefore left h 
Commiſſion Court leſt if he ſtaid any longer, it had fallen upon h 
be as ſogacious as to leave his inconfpſtent Plaraluies; what Senſe is it for a #5ſhop to 
be a Deacon? For the due joyning of (which 1w9) words in Conſtruttion, Sni= 
mtellipitny Avaritia.. 

And (by way of Parentheſis )- now | have named that High Commiſſion Court, I 
cannot but remember one Word uſed by my old Friend, Lord Feferey, ſoon after in my 
Lord of Loudon's Caſe, repeated, viz. Kaptim, we do all thingshere (quoth he) Rap- 
tim, raſily, in haſte, without thinking, without conſideration, without writing, 
without ſo much as a Clark or Regiſter; Ay, the Wiſer, for Litera ſcript 
manet : But enough of that, and of Biſhops, at preſent. 


1s Seat in the High- 
is Head, would 


His 
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CHAP. 
Of Orainations, &c- 


Neyer could underſtand any thing by Ordination, but what Arch-Biſhop 
Cranmer makes it, 4 ſiting apart Biſhops; as a Conſtable, a Juſtice, or a 
Judge is Ordaird for ſome ſpecial Work. 

And the greater and more Sacred the Work is, the greater and more Sa- 
cred is the Ordination. 

The Ciwrch, the whole Church did this in the Goſpel Timesand long after z ſo ſays 
Ferom, Requiritur ih Saceraote ordinando etiam Populi Preſentia; the Peoples Preſence 
is neceſſary when Men are Ordain'd; not as here, by a Mockery of this Anciens 
Cuſtom, Ordaining Men in a Congregation, who are as ignorant as the Biſhop in 
reference to their Perſon, Converſations, Learning or Abilities; but in the pureſt - 
and primitive Times, they were always Ordain'd by the Church, as well as i» the ; 
Church, and ſometimes By Laying on of Hands of the Presbytery alone, as 1:tm; 

ndTometimes by the whole Church, as Barnabas and Sau: The Laying on of Hands 
was only a Jew:/» Cuſtom or Ceremony, pointing out the perſon Ordain'd, it was 
not the Hands did any thing, none are ſo fooliſh to think that, except Virtue could go 
out by touching, as when our Saviour touched the Woman (ot willingly } which had 
an Iſſue of Blood, none are ſo blaſpkemouſlly ſilly as to pretend that; indeed the 
Sign is takei often jor the thing ſignified; as, For this Cauſe bow I thee Knee to the Fa: 
th:r, and ſine ſtantivus non ſtaret Aundus ; and neglett not the Gift of God that was 
given the by thee Laying on of the Hand: of the Presbytery; by all which Ceremonies 
of Kneeling, Standing, and Laying on of Hands, is only meant prayers made when they 
were in that poſture ; now,whbo can imagine then that the preſence of a Biſhop is more 
needful than the preſence of the presbyters or 
beartily, and more #iritually than the reſt ? 


fkerz 


people except he could pray more 


; 
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Which he uſually was ſuppoſed to dr, becauſe his Worth, (not his Friends, Relations, 
Money or Kindred) «advanc'd him, in Goſpel- Times, ana in the Primitive- Times : 
W hen Timothy was Ordain'd a Biſhop, the Prez:byters oy did ir, except Presbyters 

; and Biſhops be only two Names for one perſon, as undoubtedly they are; after-times 
did diſtinguiſh them ;*- How ? Oaly by Preceaercy, as the Chair- Hin of a Commute, 
the Speaker, he that in Seſſions gives 19e Rule of the Court, but 9 jbriter Aer, nor 
other CharaRor than bs other Brethren Juſtices, or Members, except for Order - 
fake Precedency- : 

And therefore for Order /ake, the Biſhop with the Presbyters, or the-Presbyrters, or 

(in default) any Church- Member, or the whole Church, might have Laid on Hands, as 
well as haye /raycd at an Ordination, thus when the Holy Ghoſt had choſen Pax! and 
Barnabas, they had their Miſſion from the whole Chrcb, Acts 13. 2, 3. Jereom and 
Chryſoftom agree, that there is no difference betwixt a Presbyter and Biſhop, but only 
Ordination,; and that was by C:j#om, as the beſt Man, not as the jule Man, he never 
could lawfully Ordain but in his «wn Church, and h:s owa Church Members orly, and 
by the conſent of the reſt of the Members; for Biſhops, for three hundred Years after 

| Chriſt, had no more Son's in their Dioceſs than the re intimately and familiarly 

{ ——atrJnminted with ; this makes Cirfſorom Tay; that Cnoreithftanding the Cuſtom of a 

) Bilhop's preſence at Ordination, yet betwixt Presbyters and Biſhops there was little 

or no difference ( Homil, 11. in 1 Tim-)  nexs 73 very, a very little difference; and in 
Scripture times nothing at all : 7 beophylatt calls it, ferme nwvitl, next to nothing; name- 
ly, Preccdency ; but the Church in Scripture, or the Faithful, Ordain'd as many Bi- 
ſhops as was needful- and may not Presbyters Ordain now, without a Biſhop's Pre- 
lence, as well as of old in Scripture Times, or as well as Biſhops do Ordain Arck- 
biſbops and Metropolitans ? ' G 

But in Holy Writ, if any had the Precedezcy, the Presbyter had it z The Presbyters © 
that are amongſt you (ſaith Sr. Peter ) I exhort, who am alſo a Presbyter {1 Pet. 9 
2 greater Titles cf Honour can be given than what Age and Nature gives, thence comes 
Sir, Mowifter, Syrt, and Sir ; or Father ; Madam, a diminutive, of Dame, or dam, 
Madam, my 4.m, or Mother,; and Ape being Honourable, the greateſt Title of 
Honour is thence deriv'd, Ser or, Seniore, Scignior,, Grand $:n19e, in Spariſh, Italian 
and Lingua Franhg; Presbyter amongſt the Greeks, Eder or Alderman, or Earl, all 

L & one derivative from $:niority: $0 that if People be Ambitious of a Name, Presbyter 

—_ or Earl, Aidermen or Earl of the Church». is far before Oze: /cer, or Biſhop ; whoſe 

' Dioceſe was at ff: no bigger, than that he might eaſily Overſee it, or ſeeover it, now 
it is Monſtrom, $46 Ls. 

The burden of a B.ſhop is ſo gr2at, .and the danger greater in Male- Adminiſtration, 
that Chryſoſtome ( Homil. ult,33- c. 13. in Heb, 13. 19.) ſays, 'n xiges? axe? wrduey 

* Yer x7! ths Gang wares; What ſaiſt ? Does he wa:ch for Souls? Yea, and at his Peril 
too; Does not the Horrid dezerd threaten his Head ?. 

But what cares ſome Men for the 1 hunder of Heaven's Pengeance till it fall upon 
them, they are ſtouter than thoſe two Atheiltical Emperours, Z »beri:5 and Caligula, 
they would run under Groand in Vaults and Caves when it Thander'd; but ſome 
are as unrelenting as the High Prieſt of Rome called Julius Ceſar, that notwithitanding 
that he read Divinity LeCtures in Kome tothe People, was the greateſt Robber and 
Murderer in the World, and Sacrific'd to his Ambitious and Greedy Kapacity, the 
braveſt Common-wealth that ever the Sun ſaw; but he fell ip the height of his 


Jollity, 
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Jollity, and ſo ſhall all miſerably, whoſe Portion is (as they deſire) in this Life 
only. 
In ſhort, the difference betwixt. Precbyter and Biſhop in holy Writ is nothing at all ; 
no not in Ordinations: . As in Africa Presbyters did Ordain» and ſonow, (at this day) 
in Germany,-Fra'ce and in the moſt Proteſtant Churches: And muſt we Schiſmatize 
from Scripture? And from all the Proteſtants in-the World to follow a Guſtom they 
got into the Greek Church. (Forty Cuſtoms they had beſides this contrary to Scrip- 
cure Cultoms) Chry/vfom being a Greek Biſhop; and Hierom, though Writing ig 
Latin, yet dwelling aad converiing amongſt the Greeks, but would never make ſo 
bold a venture as to be a Bilhop, in thoſe times in the Fourth Century, when the Task 
was forty times eaſier, becauſe the Province or Dioceſe was forty times leſs, nay, a 
hundred cimes lels than now in Englans and Wales, beſides xgnt winy (make the moſt 
on't) is but per C:vitares, alongſt the Cities, which being a Hundred in Creet , and 
the Pariſhes but I wo Hundred and Seven, and not a Tenth part Chriſtians, this 
xr? 73a is only fillily conftraed, to make ſuch Havock as it has, both in:the Stare 
and all true D-vorzon, | 

Yet Men drink Healths to the-proſperity of the Church of England; if they mean 
hereby a good Health to the Proteſtant Head of the Church, and the Proteſtant Mem: 
bers (the only True meaning) with all my Heart, let it paſs. 

But, if by che Church of England, they ſcandalouſly mean, thereby, only the Great 
Dioceſans that cannot poſſibly watch over Souls, except by Implicit -Faith in the 
Black:Guard of Apparitors, Sumners, Regiſters, Proftors, Canoniſts, Lay-Vicars, 


Vicar-Generals, Commiſſaries, Officials, Surrogates, (or / 4» not know how) at the- 


General Kendezvouz, and Head Quarters at Dottors-Commons : What an affront is 
this to the True Proteſtane Church of England? _ 

| grant, that the Papifts have al! this whole ragged Regiment, and by the ſame 
Names too, and for the ſame Service in their Popiſh Muſter-Roll. 

But, God forbid, That the Keformed Church of Englund ſhould fignally differ from 
Popiſh-Church Diſcipline, not ſo much as Nominally, and ſs /*:tle Really, and te 
purpoſe, that ſome have only been ſtarved to Dearth in a Gaol, and many Hundreds 
(and their Families) undone. whilſt the $m#2bficld Fires were fierce indeed, but the 
Tortures did not laſt long z Our mercifel Hands made 4ep fect Death long and often, 
before that King.of Terrors was permitted to end the Pains: Oh ! Bleſled-Refor- 
mation ! 

Yes, you'll ſay, our Litany is in Engliſh, the Haſs Litany in Latin ; and the Saints 
are omitted z and Te D.um is Sung in Engliſh, or half jabber*d over unintelligibly after 
the Firit Leſſon 3 We Praiſe thie, © God, We acknowledge thee ro be the Lord, All the 
Eartb doth Wor(hip thee, &c. All the Earth? 7 wijh ze did; byt in my little Travels, 
I know it is falſe; for more than half the Earth are Infidels to this Day : There we 
are owt of th: Truth, whatever bethe Twe: And why do all the People ſay this Verſe 7 
There's no Rule, 0 Rubrick for it: Or, is it becanſe the Miniſters are W+/e, and 
know better things, and therefore will-give the fooliſh unthinking Mimicks leave to 
fell that falſe Story, | 

But, lam quite tired, it is endleſs to find fault; I had much rather ſeeit amended ; 
the Common-prayer-book is the more amiable to me, «s 014 Gel1 is more acceptable 
than New, it has been /o»g tryed, and has endured the 7eft pretty. well, which is 
more than can be ſaid of any other Deſ#ltory Prazers, ia like New Gringa*s may 

many 
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may: times be Counterfeit ; but as the moſt tryed Gold will well endure, fo it may 
ſometimes need the Refiner's Fire. 
; 1:But 48ifor the (aid Black-Gauard of Sumners, Surrogates, Apparitors, Informers, 
Rexiſters,&:c. that Live by the Sins of the People, it is as much beyond the Art ot 
Man to*mend them, as it is to*mend a broken Cob-Wed, and when you have us'd your 
utmoſt $Kill; it. will not quit coſt : 1 have Studied the Point, and yet am not ove jor 
the better Artiſt at ir, than | was Seven years ago, when my advice (1 »fy Naked 
4 ruth } was to dreſs them according to the Vert«o vs Receipt, to dreſs Cucumbers, viz. 
After:you have waſt't them, in ſeveral Waters» then Salt them, Pepper them and 
laſtly, the furcſt way to prevent their Malignity, is to tow them 07 te Diightl, — 
A, Race, 10. bring the Pullary in Diſorace, Fruges conſumere nati, as if they were 
Born -for no other end, but (like Rats, Adrce, Pilcats, and other Vermin) to eat up 
dhe V ictuls, hunt about for a Prey; and run Squeaking up and down, 
. Never was there-ſuch Church Difcipline, and ſuch Ecclefiſtical Fellows to manage 
it, in-the whole Chriſtian World (except amongſt the Papilts) they indeed have the 
ike Barpies, but every private Prieſt cbere, is more than Bijſhip here, can take Core 
feſſronss; ſearch their Entrails, and enjoyn Pennance. | 

W hereas we zre Cumber'd with the ſame great Dioceſans but every Prieſt there has 
Power to Ale as well as Feed the Flock; and the word 72/4%an{in 1.Per. 5, 2.) 
ugnifies both:to Rule and Feed z' God commands both to every Presbiter, but the 
Rrjitoy 5.C out oy-rcheck Goa?s Commands, and will rake all the weight upon chemſelves, 
with-thehelp of Sumners, Notaries, Regiſters, &c, Well, God help them, and forgive 
162, they can take the Charge, and ſtrive for it, and rhink it a_ great Honour ; 
Ay, {o it is, if rightly diſcharged ; (which is impoſſible in our preſent Circumſtances) 
therefore have a care that the great Hons be not too great an Ons, a Burthen heavy 
snotgh to break the Back of any Mortal; no Apoſtle durſtundertake it, but took care 
io leave Reſcdentiary Biſhyps 82 Creet, one for every two Pariſhes, ' when the Tenth part 
of thoſe were not Chriſtians neither ; but the generality of our People alſo differ from 
infidels only in Name, or the Baptiſnal Vow of Sureties in Baptiſm, (if eyer they had 
any) and is not worth a Ruſh; nay, it is worſe than nothing, by the Perjury. 

Ard. in 7taly at this day they have many Dioceſes that are not half fo big, nor by 
1z1f ſo rich and populous as the Pariſhes of S:. Ardrews- Holborn, St. Margarets Weſt < 
winſrer, St, M:rtins Stepney, St, Giles, and many others; yet not any one of theſe, 
is thought a charge great enough for one ſi»;le $hoe!der under the Biſhop z whereas 
2004 St, Auguſtine knew not how to diſcharge 4/»n2 the Epiſcopal Work of /:etle Hippo, 
without Go-adjutors;, and in the little Territory a4, »yninug, there were many Biſhops, 
{as one at the Caſtle Cync4z, near Htp99 3 another at the Caſtle Fuſſula, ad Eccleſie 
Hypporenſis Pareciam ( Auguſt, de Civitate Der 1, 22,c, 3 Epiſt. 261. Epiſt, 68,) Ecce 
Inerim. Epiſcopos aaftros, qui ſunt in Rexione Hipponenſs, ui a veſtris tanta mala patimur, 
conv2nites Aſſemble onr Biſhops, thar are in the Territory of Hippo, &c, Biſhops that 
had a City to Govern, did not uſe to B:ſhp zt in the Territory adjoyning ;, the Biſhop 
of Kome never pretended that his Dioceſs of Rome reached beyond the City; for at this 
Day thereare Forty Biſhyps in the [erritory of Rome, and of old, there were Sixty nine 
Rijbops there, and not one of their Dioceſs is fo'Great, ſo Populous, and ſo Rich as 
St. Avdrews- H: lyorn, cs: * ALD dd Bo bel Von thes 

. Pope /anvcent I, CEpiſt. ad Deſcentinom Epiſcopum Engubi, Ep. ©. 4.) cum'omnes Ec- 
clefuc. noſtra intra Civitatem Conſiitue ſunt, - AVI the Churches of my Dioceſe are 
within 
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within the City; and As 14.23. A Biſhop or Elder had but one Church. And 
Biſbop Uſher, 1riſb Relig, p. 63. ſays, That the Dioceſe of the B.ſhop.of D 7s in. 
J(t4r.d did not reach oyer the City Wal tartum intra muros exixcct Epiſcopal 
Ofieum, | Bhs | 
This which I have ſaid is enough to pious 3i%9ps; but to ſich as axe given to filthy 
Lucre, nothing vill {atisfie but more 37ammorn, more, more; even Pope Z-9 himſelf 
condemns ſuch Biſhops, ſaying, Dominari may 1s quarngsornfulere Suiditis querunt, They 
make it their buſinels to Dominier, but not to conſult the Welfare of thoſe under 
their Charge : Pope Gregcry appointed twelve Biſhops, in the Cougty, of York, (Re- 
/ponſ. ad 8. interreg, ) S YR | 
Surely our Biſhops and great Doftors have contranpt i” ſingrept ts of the Common» . 
Prayers, as a ca wuer lins {:ce, or elle, why do they put mc. underling Crates, 
ard Sirging-7ien (SaClers and Coblers that can fing- and therefore) made Deacons to 3 
ſerve to read Prayers, and to (ing them to ſome Tune; 2nd as ſoon as that Drudgery is 
oyer, then away goes the Choiriſter to his Shop, wilt the D dvr and the Z:[h-p re- 
{erve themſclyes tor the Topping Pulpit, if they ſay any thing except bencarcite, Jea- 
ving the Common-prayer to Readers, (ome School-boys not yet emanicipated from 
School- dames» will read more audibly ard diſtinAtly than many of them: ) G ſhort, the 
Common-prayer, if *mended-_ will ſerve for a Cratch to the Lame: and though [ 
(bleſſed be God ) need none, ,u# the Crutch muſt not be thrown out of the Church; for 
then you muſt throw the Ft ſm after it, generally all England over : The Common- 
prayer- book! Oh! *Tis al in all; it isa Crutch to the Lime Parſon, Eyes to the blind 
Parſon, and puts Words into the Mouth of the ( otherwiſe ) dumb Parſon; nay, it is Ear: 
too to the deaf Diſcipie;, and Mymick Ceremony-monger, the very Oracoufticon of the 
Spirit; therefore here's my hand to it, ir (+! have my Fote, for my . poor Brethren 
ſake 3 upon condition though» that it be not cr0-:mea down other Mens Throats, that 
reed not to be fed, but can chew what they fwall-w; and alſo upon condition, that we do 
20 longer exclude a great part of holy Scripture to make room for Tob:f 43d his Doy, 
I mean, 1he Apochypha. 
Have we not apocryphal ard unſcriptural Ceremony»mongers enough, that fill vp 
the Steeples and high places in the Church, like a great crack'd B:JI, thatis good for 
nothing but to fill up the Vacancyz but muſt aprcryphal Books too jultle the holy 
Scrintures alle out ofthe Church ? Yowil ſay, the Maſs book did it before we did it : 
Yea, that's true; ſo a Popiſh Intereſt alſo poili>ly brought this great crack*r Bell into a 
Proteſtant Steeple, (What does it Co there ? ) 1947+ -t bange, but had never been hang?d 
{0 high, but tl;at It Was Cr at ba, a d go 4 for 7 thing but to grve an unintelligtt le ard 
jarring $1.4, to keep out a better, 3rd in room of a better it will ſerve well 2nough 
70 make up the number of the 1ra's, 4d the Nos, 
Well may this crack'd Ceremony-monger areed a wiſts and a piour, and honeſt Eng- 
iſh. Parl:ament, more than he icars either God or the Devil, more than Heaven or 
Hell, leſt they ſpie this Church Cob-web, though it hang aloft, and ſyeep it down, or 
2ew caſt this uſeleſs crack'd Bc, 
You may know him by this certain Mark z4 for Conſcious of Guilt, and of his ow 
aſeleſneſs and Furility, through well grounded fear, like the myrmuring Iſraelites, 
he longs ſor the Fleſh-pors of Egvpt again, Egyptian or Popilh Darkneſs. which has co- 
vered, az Parknefs does, all bis Fauks; this Pope Foar (in the dark) has been 
4 2 g00 
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good as my Lady, and a Popiſh King he joys in to chuſe, rather-than Angel: Food ; 
Manna, what is it ? he knows not, hereliſhes it not. 

For he loves Popery in his heart, as the Carpenter loves his Ladder, becauſe it help'd 
bim up ſo high, to overlook his betters : Well, {ct him even march then after his Bro- 
ther Cartwright, he is fit for nothing ſo well, as to read the Common-prayer in the 
French Proteſtant Chappel in the Caſtle of 4 lr, 

Thus have I r#n him to an unavoidable Dilemna, one of the Horns whereof mult 
gore my Ceremony monger'; for if he obſtsnately perſiſt in his irrational and illegal Ce- 
remonies, the Law and the next Jury deprives him by his own celebrated Aft, The 
Ad of Oniformity, which @Qndemns all Ceremony-mongers, and all Cercmonies nog 
contained in the.Common- prayer-book ; and then the King may in the Vacancy (with- 
ont invading any Man's Propriety, like Queen Elizabeth ) put this unprofitable and 
s,mpoſſible to be performed Nuſance to its proper uſe, and toa good uſe, 

But if he recant, abhor, repent, and forſake his :/leg al and Popiſh-like Ceremonies, 
we. have got the Day, he is converted to be a good Man, and will then voluntarily 
relinquiſh that Burthen which no Mortal can bear, for fear of the Torments Eterra!, 
which none can bear ; the ſaying of St. Chryſoſtome in Heb. 13. 17. Hom. ult, 34. will 
penetrate his bard Heart and ſeared Conſcience, Savud & ne tt FI dgy;,0/u7 owvires, $C. 
{ wonder in my heart (ſays he) how it 55 poſſible ſor a chief Biſhyp #n the Church to be ſa- 
ſaved, &c. High Prieſt Aaron ſaid, Nolo Epiſcopari, Moſes Alſp was as loth to come into 
the.Collar, Send by the hand of whom theu wilt ſend, ſaid he, in a Pet, to God Al- 
mighty ; . foreſeeing the dreadful Burthen : St. Ciri/oſtom in that Homily ſays, in ef- 
7efF, concerning a great Biſhop, as one ſaid of an Executor, viz; If. 1 had a mind to- 
jend.a Man to the Devil, I would make him my Executor ;, and if I had mind to ſend a 
{Mau tothe Devil, 1 would make bim a ;reat Lord Bleſs me ! That vam and ambiti- 
ous Man ſhould hope to climb Heaven by that very Sin of Haughtineſs and Pride: 
which made Lucifer a Devil. 

| well know, that in this JunCture every Projetor 1s full of his Notion, which: 
may do well too in Vopr, but is not practicable here. 

And Pt anſwer ſuch well-meaning Noddles as a grave Senatour of 0/4 Rome did his 
pious Friend, that brought him an excellent Model of Goyernment, My Friend, This 
would do well in Plato's CommÞun-wealth; tut it is not fecible for us w'0 l:ve in the Dregs 
vf Romulus. | 

But nothing, is here propoſed bat what is eaſie good for all, ſonud, pure, promative, 
ard pratticable, as well as prifitabt”, and hurts no body, no- not the great Dioceſan, 
and ſicepy, fat Prebend in their preſent [Incumbencies and Polleſfions, if they can (with 
a fafe Confcince) continue them. 

For St. Chxy/oſfome js bolder with ſuch Biſhops as are {0 audited to hithy Lucre,. 
that he quite incapacitates them for the place, ( Hom. 2, in Ep, ad Tit, c. 1,) 6 ol = 
xenuala radio, Ko wnws dratiCr, bic ut indiznus Sacerdotio removendus;,, Let him be 
depos'd (ay degraded) as unworthy of that holy FunQtion. 

Some Repairs of neceſſity muſt be done (as the Wiſdom of a pious King and Parlia- 
ment ſhall think meet) upon thoſe that have by their ſilly, illegal, foppiſh, and popiſh- 
like Conſtitutions and Ceremonies, reducd all true Devotion toa meer and Phariſaical 
aud outſide Superſtition, which is alſo-very filly and nonſenſical to boot. 

Does not St. Cyprian teN us, Ep, 68; That in the Ordination of S. b.»«s the Biſhop+ 
rick was conferred upon him by the Suffrage, that is, the Vote of the whole #».ver 
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rity, or Brethren, and by the Judgment of the Biſhops that met together in 
our Preſence, &c. 

That Exhortation in the Common Prayer Book, before the Communion, concern- 
ing the Quieting of a troubled Conſcience, (when the £wilty Perſon thinks himſelf 
not qual:fi:d ſufficiently for the Recieving that bleſſed Sacrament) gives the Miniſter 
Power of Abſolution that js, Power of the Keys, the Church Keys (good reaſonj) 
of his own Church, whereby I judge, that every Miniſter has Power to looſe what 
any Regiſter, or Biſhop or Suurrogate has bound, if he think fit, though they alſo 
have bound the Spirit down to Hell, or his Body afterwards lies bound ( for want of 
Allſolution) in a Gaol: I think a Miniſter has power ( like Orphems ) to fetch him 
back from Satan, but not from the Gaver, Is not this to give the Power of the 
Keys to a Miniſter by the Statute or Common Prayer Book, which the common 
Practice or Canons do not allow or admit? This is to give and rake agasn, this is to 
give we do not what, this 1s to give the great Biſhop more Eyes than thoſe ſame 
large Eyes called Arch-Deacons, this is to give Miniſters the Power tht Chriſt gives 
tbem, to Rule jand Feed, for mulls in 1 Per. 5.2. ſignifies both feed and rale, and_ 
one as much as the other, God: has joyned them together, and Woe be to himtthat 
eparates tholIe WhC dd hath joyned together, only to gratiſe his own ambitious anc 

"avaritious Claw, that g7a77 fore than it can poſſibly hold, and by endeavouring to 

be Mr. Dce-al, becomes Mr. Doe-:; this is to mock the Presbytery, give and take 
again 3 this is juſt like the ſilly Charm, » Dock out Nettle, Te ſnall, faith the Sta- 
tute ; Te ſhall not, ſays the preſent Diſcipline: Here is wiſe Work, and moſt confouns 
ded Claſhing, and irreconcileable Miniſtrations Keclefiaſtical z well, it is well (in 
Apology) that we can ſay, it was made in haſt; but we had time to mend it: Yes 
but thoſe that ſteer?d then muſt have acknowledged their Frailty, Weakneſs, and 
Mortality, which Fleſh and Blood cannot deny, but is moſt willing to grant 
and confeſs; which Popiſh ( Engliſh, not 7ralian ) Pride, I fear will put in a 
Caveat (as formerly) againſt Reformation. 

Never could any Biſhop'or Prieſt, with whom l ever yet diſcourſed the point; either 
here or beyond Seas alledg any Reaſon why the Presbyters ſhould not be Helps in 
Government, 1ather than filly and raſcally Regiſters, Sumners, Officials, Cano- 
niſts, &c, except that the Wort being divided amongſt his Brethren, intime the Wages 
would be divided alſo ; whereas the cther Free-bovters Eccleſraſtical, or rather Mun- 
grels Party-pcr-pile, Lay-Elders, went no Purchaſe ne Pay, and perhaps gave Money 
too, to purchaſe ſach a ſpiritual Lerrer of Fſarr;, ay, and get booty too by 
the Venture, 

In ſhort, ſuch monſtrouſly bulky Bsſhopricks (as now we have) has formerly been 
found too dangerouſly big for the King and Kingdom, as well as uneaſie for the peo- 
ple, aud (like a ſhoe too big ) uſeleſs, except it be ſtuffed out with thoſe ſaid: refuſe 
F#uff and excrements, Sumners, Regiſters, ©c- or, if a great Shove be too diſparaging 
and diſagreeing a Metaphor for ſuch high 1 op-knots-eccleſraſtical, (the Fride as well as 
the Moe of our High Church-men) ll compare them to the poor Body that has got 
the Rickets, which -ſtarves the poor Limbs to make a mor from: great Head, ſtuffed 
(like a Bladder ) ſometimes with more Wind and Vapours than Brains; verifying the 
Proverb, Agreat Head and alittle Wit, 1151 that the Diverd is always true, but ir is of+ 
ten ſo when a Whore or a Jeſuit m?-» that great Head ; fo that the Aead had never 
grown ſo Ghaſtful a Potent, had it 1-- Þ23n for a very carnal Heart, 

| Methink 
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Methinks it looks like T om-a- £3ncoln, (the great Catlicdral Bell there) too Liz for 
uſe, or to call mento Church, it would well wake ten good and ufeful bells, (if wel! 
caſt) whereas now it ſerves for nothipg but a-ſhow, and onely the Name rings all 
the Kingdom over ; but good for nothing but to'be gez'd at and 22mir'd by v/otmer 
and fools for its huge dimenſions: - And 1s certainly a tco much overgrown thin: 
ſince the days of the Martyr 1gnatins, Biſhop of Atrech, and contemporary with 
ſome of the Apoſtles, when he ſays, Every Altar ſhall kave a Biſhop, meanirg. cer- 
tainly a Presbyter, or ſomething very little diflerent; Nay, (in bis ZE; iff, ad Spry.) 
he ſays, 1: # not lawful wirb it the Bijhop to baptize, tr bil4 a Luve Fi aſt, or any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Aſſembly, &c. Certainly then a Biſhop was not omnipreſent, or an Vorgre + 


tarian, or elſe notbing like to the Biſhops Office at this day, amangſi us performed, 

Shall we call thoſe ſeparate Congregations Schiſms from the Catbel:c: Circh, when 
they keep the primitive Rule from which cr Conſtitution has {werv*'d ? What Vote 
Ayarice and Ambition had in making ſuch a Conſtitution by Precedent from the 2+ 
rarchy of Rome, let others judge, 1 ſhall not dogmatically Cetermine. 

But, ( ſome ſay) Though the. Biſtop cannot ſee from the Cathedral! what is 
done all over the County, Shires and Towns of his Dioceſe, yet he can ride abour, 
and go the Rounds, and vi/it them, and fo he is bound to go or ride orce i» three years. 

And what Improvement is made by ſuch Triennial Viſits in any thing except his 
Purſe, and the thing he calls Confirmation? Can he poſlibly be a ſufficient Sheepherd 
and Fiſhop of Souls, or Ph; ſician of Souls, that has not ſo much as ſpoke with (or vi- 
fired) one of a Thouſard in his Diocele ? 

Nay, grant that he doe nothing elſe all the-year (:f it be ro? a Parliament Yar ) 
but viſt bis Flock, we'll grant him for every Town, Village or pariſh two or three 
days in one year, and by that account, in that two days, he cannot have examined 
above the tenth part or tithe of the pariſh, nor heard their Cauſes and Complaints, 
for above one Tcth party and what ſhall become of the other Nine? Nay, what ſhall 
become of that ſame tenth part til] the next years Vilit? The patient may be dead in 
that time, as well as all the Nine that ger no Telief from his Epiſcopal Hands. 

Qh! but other Curates, Journey -men, and Apparicors, ©c. do the Work for him: 
{nat /urrogated Fully has been ſuſhciently anſwered already, not but that ſometimes 
he may ty implicite Faith, ſhootingat Rovers, hit the Mark, but.it is as the blind- 
125n thot the Crow, more ty Luck than by Wit. 

, when 2 bountcous Prince pu lifſhes tie Banes, betwixt a needy, greedy 

tor, and a great, fer, bulky, wmweilay Bilhoprick, the match is ſoon made up, ge- 
erally, thorth Conſcience (ftartied a little at the tremendous account and impaſſ- 
qility and wn potency of performance) does whiſh.ringly perhaps forvid the Banes ; 
| | Ambition are wad and {end Speakers, aiid can ſoon ſilence the Whiſper of 

:'e ſome droawzy Judg, 15 ſcarcely awake when he paſles Sen- 

't once ſo!cmnized publickly in the Church, the Divorce is 


6. 10 CALC. | , 

No, Is not the Divorce £242 in caſe of Impotence ard Impoſliblity of giving the 
Church Cue benevoleiice, the 9:1; Deſign and End of ſuch a Coutralt? The C:v:ite 
3225 Cheat us, if ſuch an Impotence be not a ſufficient, a lawful and neceſſary Cauſe 
of tivercez Nay, worſes it is ({ome ſay) 17/0 fatto void where there is Exror. Per/orey 
or not a fit fan for the turn; Bur Oh urge no parabolical Argument fo far as, (if ] 
1k) I can makethem go; if before God and m fura.Confeientie they can anſwer it, 1 


leave 
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leave them to thoſe two Judges. ls it any wonder to ſee a Church barren and un- 
#arful of any thing, but parper-tche, and ap!ſh, as well as irrational Ceremonies, ſu- 
perlicial and peyfarciory Devotions (the on'y Fraits of ſuch decrepid Sons of the Church) 
which are begot, when /mpreency 1s ſupplyed by fumbling Regiſters, Apparitors, Lay* 
Chancellors, or Lay-Elders, and forſworn Church-wardens ? 

Sr; Paul, indeed, had upon him the Care of all the Churcherz namely, toadviſe them, 
and leave Presbyters and-Fiſhops to guide, rule and feed them, kut did not excom - 
municate or ordain by implicit Faith. When Presbyters were ordained, he left the 
whole Government and Management of the Church to their Care and Prudence z but 
he never undertook the Load of a whole County, two or thre, upon his own ſingle 
Shoulders, leſt with ſuch a Weight ke could never mcunt Heaven, but rather be caſt 
down to the nethermoſt Hell, an4 recome a Caſt-away. by male-adminiſtration and im- 
poſſibility of performing that ©fhce and Undertaking. The Apoſtle himſelf could 
not mai:age a Plurality. 

A Pluality? What's that ? Not ſuch a thing avit is £07 monly taken and accepte Ito 
be, viz, tn'9 ur three pour Pariſhes ; for one Pariſh (ſuch .as St. Andrews Holbourn) has 
ewerty. r:mes more people than twenty Countrey Pariſhes, ( ſo unequally are Pariſhes 
divided) both as to Numbers and Effates: A Plurality then is more Peopl: than any 
one Man'can probably vifie and regard, either by reaſon of their Numbers or Diſtance 
of place: No Men did rule or teed the People (in the Scripture times, pureit and 
primitive times) by Prexics, Journey-men, Curates, Sureties, Regiſters, Surrogates or 
implicit Faith; tis Non-ſenceall over, as well as irreligious,untill blind men can /2ar-: 
ro ſee (as our Great Men do now) by other Mens Eyes and implicit Faith : ! grant that 
the blind beggar of Be4nal-green did dne his buſineſs by the Eyes of bis Dog and a bell, 
and got (they ſay) thereby a'great Eſtate; but {[:1I, in Spirituals it will not hold good, 
and if it would, it would be no great Honour for a Biſhop to be accounted the grear 
#lind-Beg gar- Eccleſiafticsl; yet ſo he mult always be;g the Queſtion, and do his greas 
Church-works by blind implicite Faith, or elſe he cannot poſſibly do buſineſs 

Therefcre ſome Repairs mult of neceſſity be done, and in time too, or elſe a Church, 
ſo crazy in her Diſcipline, and ſo Non-ſenſical in her Ceremonies, can not ſtand long, 
prop it how we can- : | 

The Papiſts uphold theirs with Dragoons, Conſtables, Gaolers, Sumners, Regiſters» 
H3ng men and the Inquiſition, with Curſes, Anathema?s, Capia's, Tortures and Gaols, 
if any body make Experiment of like props, they®ll ind them rotten, and give them 
the ſlip now in theſe days, and God help us, when Governours, whoſe Duty it is 
to reform, do neglect ſo long Gas fifty years ago in Scoirland) till the people could 
bear no longer, and took them to «02; but the people are but T inker lite Reformers, if 
they mend one hole they make two. 

Force and Gaols, impoſitions, &c. might do in the days of ignorance. A German 
Writer tells us, * That the people were 1o filly there, before Luther's time, and ſo 
« deyoutly Prieſt-ridden, that if the prieſt had bid them they would have eat Graſs, 
* as our Aſles and: Jades, doe. 

5vr'thoſe happy daysare done and paſt, nor muſt wegxpect ſuch ſucceſs ;- formerly 
the prieſts were the onely Clerks, rhe onely Scholars, and the' Gentry went to no 
School but the Dancing*Scheal 3 , but. now .quite contrary, the Gentry are the 
moſt accompliſt®d Uirinſ.s in true Knowledge and the great Accompliſhment of a 
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C lergy- ceremony -monger is, to go to learn his Cringings, Bowings, and Alnmode Poſtircs 
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Eccleſiaſtical at the two Academies, (of thoſe two Fountains) of ſuch D.mcing-literaturt 
and modifa Ceremonies ; wherein being pretty well improy'd in ſeven Years, in ſo 
hot and long a Skirmiſh of Ergo verſe Ergo, it is but addreſſiog to ſome caſt Cham- 
ber-maid, or Groom to a Patron that has a void Living in his Gift, and he is forth- 
with, by the help of implicit Faith, made free of the Pulpit: This may be done, be- 
cauſe it is frequently done, and then the Flock are. not guidable by ſuch a Novice, 
but go to the Conventicles and ſeek out for better paſtures; Whar ther ? Thea they 
are preſented; and What thi» ? Then the Regiſters ſhears them, takes their fleeces and 
lets them go to gather more Wool againlt the next Clipping time, the next Yi/1 ation, 
which begins (as all other Matters of that nature) with a Nomine Domini, a Sermon ; 
then call ever the Clergy, to be ready to pay their Viſitations to the Regiſters, whilſt 
the Biſhop's great Eye ( Mr. Arch-dezcon is getting him a ſtomach to his Dinner, 
with Wine and Oyſter: The next Queſtion is—lIs Dinner ready? Then after 
Dinner, cal} what's to payz there the poor Clergy muſt pay again aſter Dinner, 
when they had paid for it once before, in their Procurations and Synod als, before they 
ear a bit, Well, the World grows worle and worſe; Old Biſhops, H«mfrey, late Bi- 
ſhop of Lcndo1, did indeed make us pay cur Viſits or Procurations (intended and giv- 
en at firſt) to bear Charges and pay the Commor Reckoning, and ſo he did, we never 
paid ewice ; but that Innovation came In as ſoon as he was dead, 

Then sfter Dinner to Church they go again, (when the Clergy are ſhorn) to do 
as much to the Church-Wardens, and Swearing them to be forſworn ; (for no Man ever 
did or can keepthat Oath) ſometimes a Church-Warden pays four or five Shillings, 
ſometimes two Shillings and four pence; the Sci-fou! ſeldom refuſes ready Money 
then takejin their Preſentments, and having thereby notice where the Covy lies, by 
the help of his- Stalking-horſe,(#be Apparitor } he catches ſome to be ſure in his Net, 
whence they never eſcape but with the loſs of ſome Feathers aFleaſt. 

Well may the Fops ſay, Here's a Health to the Church of England, for never did 
any Sickly Church ſtand in more need thereof; if by the Church they mean the ſaid 
Black Guard and Rarged Regiment of Sumners, Gaolers, ſworn (1 had almoſt ſaid 
forſworn) Church Wardens, Apparitors, Regiſters, Surrogates, Officials, and Cere- 
mony mongers; here's an Eccleſiaſtical Body of a Church for you, the like of it is 
no where in the World; for though the Papiſts have the ſame Tools, and for the ſawe 
uſe, and by the ſame Names called and known, yet every Prieſt Secular, (beſides the 
Swarmirg Monks and itinerary Friars) performs more Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, in 
their way» than the beſt Biſhop does here in making Penitents, Is it not high time 
for onr Governonrs to imitate our bleſſed Saviour, and make a Whip of ſmall cords 
and flaſh theſe Eccleſsaſtical Money coangers out of the Temple? 

When Currs get into the Church, the Sexton does not ſtand asking how they came in 
{when he ſces the doors [{tand open) but whips them out: Even fo, it is a folly to 
ſpend time in enquiring hcw theſe Ceremony mongers and ragged Regiment got ſo 
hizh into Church, but flaſh them out: For though the favour of a Feſusr or a Court- 
Whe, might have done Wonders in putting agreat Flapping-Cap upon my Ceremony- 
mongers head, yet | cannot imagine how they could- open his Skull and put in more 
Brains, except Scholars and Wirs could be made (like Knights) by Dubbing, or as 
Kings make Lords, by Litters Patents- 

Not but that the Yalgar, and the Fool himſelf thinks himſelf ſome bedy for Wit and 
Knowledge (ſorſoorh ) Virtue and Valour, more than before his Father or Elder Brother 
gied, or before he got” ( 7 know how) to be a Court-favonrite, But, 
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But Anatomize-and Rip him up, and you'll not find him to be made of Clay 
one jot more refined (thanother Mortalsby the Sound or Title of Honour 3 )but he thas 
was a Fool and a Coward before, is ſo ſtill, .tho? he had- Fcols Fortune, the luck ta 
bave a King for his Godfather, and togive him a Name, but in al! other reſpeQs, he 
Is juſt 4s God A'mighty made him, and as his Sin and Ignorance has polluted him, only 
a great deal more Lofty and Confident (1 dare nt ſay ) 1[mpudent, Proud and High. 

But the Canons of our Church (now in force, Pl] prove) foreſecing the Arrogance 
Eccleſiaſtical, took care (as well 44 our Savi: wr aid)to prevent it; ney, even in 441- 
mute maiters, {uch as that, namely, That a Bi(hop ſhowld not ſuffer a Presbyter (his Reve- 
rend Brother) jo much as to ſt 4nd bare, or keep off his Hat in his preſence, and imitare 
our Saviour in Waſhing his Diſciples Feet z b»th of thrſe ſignificant Ceremonies had no 
other meaning, but the ryin of prelatical Pride, which begun amontft the very Twelve 
Apoltles, as [con as ever they came from Receiving the Sacrament, or firſt Hy Supper, 
. they fell a juſtling each other-for the place, being at ſtrife amongſt themſelves, who 
ſhould be Pope or Arch-biſhop- 

Juſt.like the Mother. of Fames. and Fokz, the love of prelatical Pride made ker 
pray (ſuch was the height of her Devotion) that her Sons might fit cheek by jowle 
with our bleſſed Saviour «por the T brone, one on the right hand, and the other on the 
left: Let not my Ink (herein) ſeem too corroſive ; it is the more proper Remedy to 
cure this /preading, , Cangrow and Eccleſiaſtical King-worm, that defaces the beauty of 
: Church-man, making him more like Lucifer than Chrift, who was meck end 

owly, 

L have compar'd popsſh Prelacy (which I have ſeen beyond Sea, as well-as read of ) 
with our Engliſh prelacy, and [ profeſs in the preſence of Almighty God, and before 
Men, that 1 could not diſcern any the leaſt difference, wthin nor without, more than 
what was between two Crows-Eggsz no ſpecifical difference, but moſtly individual; 
and where there is any difference, the Papiſt have much more Reaſon for therrs, than 
we for ors, 

For an /talian Biſhop has not the-Hundreth part ſo big a Dioceſe, neither-in Num - 
bers, nor Extent, as is the Biſhoprick of London; nor ſcarce a Twentieth part of the 
Value ; and yet in that little Extent of a Dioceſe he has a Hundred times more Pres- 
byters to help him in-Diſcipline, or Pennance, than the Byſb»ps of Lonasn; we arc 
ſuffered indced (if we pleaſe .the B:hop) to Preach ſometimes, - or to Feed, but as to 
Church-Diſcipline, we are juſt ſo many Cypher ; (the Papiſt .defraud the People of 
balf the Sacrament, and the Z:ſhops take from their Brethren the Prerbyters walf 
the Work of a Presbyter ; that they may be the Domini Dve-alls, and yet they car- 
not do at all, except by Selt-ſoul Regiſters, and Sumners, of whom a Presbyter is but 
the .meer Eccho: What a Church have we gor ? The Kalirg Elder, in Scripture, is 
worthy of double Honour, but eſpecially the Preaching Elder, that Labours in the 
Word and Doctrine, but quite contrary with us: For the Preaching E'der is no body 
to the Regiſter, Biſhop or Arct:-biſhop, who if-they be not Ruling Elders, are (ſeme 
of them) nothing at all; for Preach they do not, Rule they cannot, except by Proxy, 
Sureties or Godfathers, and implicit Faith ; Where lies their chief uſe then, more 
"than of old, obſolete, and antiquated Statutes» long laid aſide amongſt old Almanacks, 
- and out of Date ? 

Ay, ſay ſome, but old things, and old Men maſt not be ca# away: No, God 
forbid z no more than Novices or little Children but "yy be to that Land m__ 

1g, 
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King is a Child, and the Land ruPd by Sureties, Godfathers, Proxies, and Admini- 
ſtrators 3 ſo-woe be to that Church whoſe Eccleſiaſtical Men are Novices, or anti- 
quared and twice Children; an old Lawyer is not caft away, when he caſts himſelf 
off, as unfit for the Bar, being half Deaf, and half biind; *cis time to have done 
when Nature gives a Man—his Qaier eſt, 

Oh ! but no matter who does the Work, ( /ays ſome?) yet the Profits, the Profits ; 
the Wages, the Wages, 

To that, I'll anſwer; Avarice, Avarice (which made an Apoſtle ſell his Lord) 
the Work, the Work, which none but a God that is Omnpreſent can diſcharge ho- 
neſtly,, except by Deputies and Crates, a Name known in Scripture, and the Pri- 
mitive Charch, till Pride and Covetouſneſs would ſtoop to that Load that is enough - 
to break the back of any Mortal z bona interim Conſcientia fremente intus & objurgante 
ſaltem ſuſurrante meliora z we hoped, and are ſtill not without ſome hopes, that as we 
have lately chang'd our popiſh Task-Maſter, our popiſh Bondage, alſo would bave 
been caſed ; for it is meer Hypocriſie, and mocking of God, to make a Thankſgiving 
for- our Deliverance from Slavery and Popery, if we be only Tranflated, Latin into 
Engliſh, and the Amendment only iz words, meer words, of the ſame Tenour and 
Signification, and are really Comrades Eccleſiaſtical and prelatical, whom our Lord 
has Condemn'd, in every thing, except for Order or Methods ſake, our Saviour has 
paſt-a Sentence againſt all Spiritual Lordſhips, but Temporal Lordſhips, and Tem- 
poral Lords only does he admit, Excluſo Clero, | t 

*.> s [I know not how, when, or how ſoon it ſhall come to paſs, but the time ſhall come 2 
(PI fay with my Saviour=—— Hat. 15, 13) that every Plant wich my heaventy Father. 
bath not planted, (hall be rooted up, 

"The Devil and the Papes made certain Laws called Canon Law; and to encou- 
rage Men to profeſs the Ae7ick or Black Art, a thing was advanc*t called 4 Profeſſor 
or. Dottor of Canon- Law, and we are ſuch wiſe Reformers as to chuſe our Officials, 
Commilſlaries, Regiſters, and Chancellours out of this Rubbiſh: It will coſt a man 
boneſtly 5001. before his Son can be Free of the Sell ſoul Trad? ; but-then z then, 
when he happens to have a S:1'-ſou's Place given (given ſaid I? Fool that IL am! I 
mean granted) to him, when he gets underſtanding to know the Engliſh of Conſde- 
ratis Conſiderandis, or the meaing of a Grataity, an Income or a Fine, he may pet 
the Devil and all of Mcney, and a Purſe as large as his Conſcience. As for Inſtance* 
i my-ſelf read an Abſolution in my Church of All-Sainr', ſent to me from Dottors « 
Commons to Publiſh, in pain of the Law ; namely, I muſt Cure a Young Lady, by 
Abſolving her, that was Excommunicated for breaking her Leg, or coming before 
her timez: and becauſe ſhe was loth to repent, ſhe puniſh'e her Purſe, ſent up the 
Guinea*s to DoJ4ors-Commons, where a Proftor (that (hall be Nameleſs, for *tis oſual) 
Swore in my preſence before the Vicar-general, # animam Domine, tor the Soul of 
his Miſtreſs (the ſaid Young Lady whom he never ſaw, norever will fee; for ſhe is 
dead) that he did belieye her very penitent> for her Sinof Fornication z cis true, ſhe 
never ſpoke to him,nor to the Regiſter, nor to the Vicar, nor Surrogate, not to any 
of that Rabble, but her Guinea's did, to my knowledge 3 this is no telling Tales out 
of School, for Lalways defy*d them and all their Works they are ſo proffigate, and 
ptoſtitute, without Shame or Conſcience. | | 

A Whore in Rome may have a Pardon or Abſolution for a J«lio or two,. and for 
Twelve Royals (4 Noblc in Engliſh Money) in Spain or Portugal; but our Set-ſouls 


have 
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have no Conſcience in them, if they get a rich Whore into their handlivg. Beſidew 
The Papiſts colour over the Pickpocker Rapine with enjoyning ſome Penance, as to ſay 
Forty Ave-Maries, or ſit all Night Naked upon a cold Stone, to cool & mortifie them 
at leaſt, to colour the Robbery of their Purſes; but our Diſciplinarians barefac'd, bid 
you deliver your Purſe, (full of Guineas ſometimes) or elſe go to Pound, or Pinfold 
(the Devil) and Ganlz but open your*purſe, and you ſhall not need to open your 
Mouth and confeſs your Sins. ; 

1 have ſeen a great part of this Mojety, or one fide of the Globe of the-World, 
and ſomewhat of the other Hemiſpheres beyond the Zquator, but in all my Tra- 
vels, Reading or Diſcourſes | never met with ſuch a rotten, ſenſeleſs, ſhameleſs Church 
Diſcipline as ours is, for it is nothing but a Money-matter without any Sconce or 
Colour z the Papiſts are as bad, but more Cunning and Modeſt Sinners, they have 
ſome Cloak for their Knavery: They Worſhip Jammorn their God as much as any 
Church of Engtand Man does, but they make ſome pretence of Pennance, and Res 

entance- 
: Nor is there a Church of England-may, that will ever comg to Heaven, but, before 
he comes there he will and muſt thank me (or ſuch as me): for ſtopping his Career 
- to Hell, ( full ſpeed ) without check or remorſe; they*ll find, that neither Almighty 
God, nor the People will long be mocked. 

If they can defend their Baal and Babel like Chriſtians, Scholars or Gentlemen, 


let them come forth and Anſwer me ; but hitherto they never durſt encounter my A-Ao 13 


—N ales. 7ruahut with a pick*d Jury that credited a ſingle Witreſs, in Contradition 
5 Five unconcern'd and unbyaſlt, as well as ſubſtantial Witneſſes ; ( but neither God 
nor any King has pardoned Perjury, there is a time for all things.) It was well for 
him, as well as for me, that 1 fell into the Hands of a Noble Perſon, that ſcorn'd to 
make Money of bis Honour, promiſing upon his Honour, that he would never take 
advantage of that Verdit of 20001, till I ſhould commit ſome other Crime, that 
might deſerve ſo great a penalty; whereas Truth, and Reformation is ſo far from 
being a Crime, that none can have ſuch a Thought but an Atheiſt, or he that de- 
fies all Honeſty and theGod of Truth. | 

'The God of Heayen then has decreed, that Pride and Crueky prelaticel, ſhall 
have a ſudden and dreadful fall; ſtand clear there, and look to your Heads, for 
prop it, and ſhoulder it up who will, they have been and ill ſhall be buried 


Parliament ! Yea 1 co not ſay that Prelates burn Diſſenters; (they cannot if they 


m its Ruins. ber + 
Oh! but x Popiſhly invented Writ de Heretico comburendo is taken away by AQ of © = 


would) but tifeſe bas been ten times more Ruin tg Families by cruel and long Im- 
priſonments,by Vertue of that other Popiſhly invented Writ, de Excommunicato Caprendo, 
that had the ſame Original and End with the Burning-Writ; they were neither of 
them Plants which my Heavenly Father hath planted, and therefore yow know their 
Doom. 

Pillories, Excelive and Unmerciful Fines, the late cruel Whippings of Gentlemen 
is a new Invention, the WelÞ Monſter muſt have the Honour of that baſe Cruelty, 
that even the bloody Romaiis Tever uſed to any that 'out liv'd the infamy, nor to any 
but ſuch as were condemn'd; Does not the Welſh Perilxs deſerve to Roar by reaſon 
' of his own Brazen Bul? That the Welſh Blood of his Back may Refund a little for 
the Eng!1/h Blood ſo ſhamefully laſh'd out and ſpilt; but (1 ſay.) Pillories, Exceſ- 

: = ſive 
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Gve and unmerciful Fines, Impriſonments Eternal and to Death, deviſing thereby Hell 
vpon Earth) Croping of Ears, impoking of ſilly Ceremonics, and Arbitrary Taxes» 
and Oppreſſions, (in the Rego little Arch-biſhop La«d) were the Occafion at leaft 
(1 well remember) of ſo many Diſſenters, and the Peoples precence (at leaft) of Ri- 
fing in Arms, which were not laid down, with his Death, nor the Crimes aid Blood 
Expiated, but by committing greater, in an unnatural and bloody Civil War of 
Twenty long Years ſtanding. | 

But this Sacraſme put vpon Arch-biſhop Laud; by ( Archee } the King's Jeſter, 1 
cannot forgive in any other Man ; namely, when at his Requeſt, Kiog Charles 1. ad- 
mitted the Fool to fay Grace, (his Grace litti;e Doftor £4» then in preſence) viz. 


\ 


Great Praiſe be given to God, And little La«4 to the Devil. 


| For Prelates were the Peoples Love and Hate, 
Cry'd down, and once (by chance) cry'd wp of late; 
(In Rancour to the Pope and popiſh State ) 
And Engliſh Popery ſhall have the ſame fate, 
(With laſt Years Almanack) quite out of Date. 


For a Ceremony-monger ( that: Church - Cob - web,) can no more be mended . 
( as aforeſaid ) than- other tatter'd and broken Cob-webs, and if you could, *tis 
not worth the-while ; a. Broom will do it. However, ſome repairs are as” ſpeew 
dily as neceſſarily to -be done, leſt England become Allegorically Famous (as 


Dexmark is in aliteral Senſe) for abundance of Woad-Cacks, with long Bills, gay 
Feathers, narrow Tongues and little Brains, | 
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